The Westminster Larger Catechism:
This is part of an ongoing project to put the documents produced by the Westminster Divines in the 17th century into modern English. 

I have heard it said that the idea of catechism is not a biblical concept, however, that isn’t quite true. Catechisms have a long and honourable place in Christian history. The word comes from a Greek word ( - to give someone information, to instruct them; and is found in the bible: Luke 1:4, Acts 18:25 Rom 2:18, 1 Cor 14:19 and Gal 6:6 (twice). Very early Christian literature – e.g. Eusebius, writing about AD170 and who was himself only ‘three away from the Lord’ having been taught by Polycarp who was taught by ‘the beloved John who sat at the Lord’s feet’ – Eusebius writes of this teaching method being used by the Apostles themselves. The method is derived from both the Greek Socratic method and also from the way teaching was conducted in the synagogues and owes its ideas to both of these. It is the learning of answers to a specified set of questions. In the ‘Western’ Church which is our spiritual forefather, the ‘catechesis’ became the normal way of instructing adult converts after baptism and used for children baptized as infants to be a course of instruction culminating in their first Lord’s Supper. Augustine wrote a treatise on catechizing (De catechizandis rudibus) as an instruction manual for teachers.  The making a catechism specifically a requirement for membership of the church of Christ is, of course,  not biblical; to teach, exhort and persuade people to grow and understand is however biblical; and very early indeed the church began to use this technique of using catechisms.

The Westminster Divines adopted a specific method, which is that the answers should be complete sentences and thus capable of standing alone – this quote is from the 1647 introduction to the shorter catechism. “So much of each Question both in the Larger and Shorter Catechism, is repeated in the Answer, so that every Answer is an entire Proposition, or Sentence in itself” I have been unable to comply with that restriction. Nowadays we do not build up endless sentences of phrases separated by semicolons. As a result, in this modernisation frequently there are many sentences in an answer
Any scripture is quoted in this document it is taken from the English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles. However, in the 10th commandment - Question 146 I have retained ‘nor’ for ‘or’ as I consider that an exclusive ‘nor’ better conveys the meaning than an ‘or’ which is inclusive and could imply that you can covet some but not all of the options. I suspect this is a difference between American and English usage.

I have made some attempt to be uncontroversial in my use of language; for instance, when a specific gender is mentioned it is because the context demands it.  Otherwise, I have not attempted to exegete particular passages; for instance, I left the statement about creation occurring ‘in 6 days’; if some choose to explain the Genesis ‘days’ as ‘stages’ or as a literary device, or literal 24-hour days;  however they explain them, then that is up to them and is beyond the scope of this document.

John Barrs, February 2007
The Westminster Larger Catechism

Question 1: Why do men and women exist?

Answer: The main reason why men and women exist is to glorify God, and fully to enjoy him forever.

Question 2: How can humankind know that there is a God?

Answer: The fact that humans can think rationally, and the evidences that we can see in the world declare plainly that there is a God; however, his Holy Spirit working with and through God’s word is the only sufficient and effective way by which God reveals himself to men and women for their salvation.

Question 3: What is the Word of God?

Answer: The holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God, the only rule of faith and obedience.

Question 4: How do we know that the Scriptures are the Word of God?

Answer: The Scriptures show themselves to be the Word of God, by the power, purity and unity of their message which is to give all glory to God; by their reasonableness and their power to convince and convert sinners, to comfort and build up believers to salvation: However, the only way that men and women are fully convinced that the scriptures are the word of God  is by the Spirit of God bearing witness by and with the Scriptures in their hearts.
Question 5: What is the main teaching of the Scriptures?

Answer: The main teaching of Scripture is to tell us what men and women are to believe about God; and to explain what duty God requires of each person.
Question 6: What do the Scriptures teach about God?

Answer: The Scriptures teach us who God is; about the persons in the Godhead, his decrees, and how his decrees take place.

Question 7: Who is God?

Answer: God is a Spirit, entirely sufficient in himself, infinite in being, glory, blessedness, and perfection; eternal, unchangeable. We are not capable of fully understanding him. He is always present everywhere; almighty, knowing all things, most wise, most holy, most just, most merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.

Question 8: Are there more Gods than one?

Answer: There is but one only, the living and true God.

Question 9: How many persons are there in the Godhead?

Answer: There are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one true, eternal God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory; although distinguished by their different personal characteristics.

Question 10: What are the personal characteristics of the three persons in the Godhead?

Answer: It is a distinctive characteristic of the Father to beget the Son, and of the Son that he is begotten of the Father, and of the Holy Spirit that he proceeds from the Father and the Son. These are true characteristics of the three persons from all eternity.

Question 11: How do we know that the Son and the Holy Spirit are God equal with the Father?

Answer: The Scriptures tell us in various places that the Son and the Holy Spirit are God equal with the Father, by using such names, characteristics, works, and worship for each one individually, which scriptures also tell us are reserved for God only.

Question 12: What are the decrees of God?

Answer: For his own glory, God has decided beforehand everything that has happened or will happen. He has done this using his own wisdom to fulfil his own eternal purposes. That is what is meant by the term ‘the decrees of God’. The term particularly applies to events in time concerning mankind and angels.

Question 13: What has God particularly decreed concerning angels and men?

Answer: According to his sovereign power, and the unsearchable counsel of his own will by which he may extend or withhold favour as he pleases; God, by an eternal and irrevocable decree, from his love alone and for the praise of his glorious grace has chosen some angels to glory and, in Christ, has chosen some men and women to eternal life. Also, to the praise of the glory of his justice, he has not chosen and has foreordained the rest to dishonour and wrath, and to be punished for their sins. God has also declared how and when these things will happen.
Question 14: How does God implement his decrees?

Answer: God implements his decrees in the works of creation and providence, according to his infallible foreknowledge, and the free and irrevocable counsel of his own will.

Question 15: What is the work of creation?

Answer: The work of creation is that God, in the beginning, by the word of his power and for himself, make from nothing everything there is within the space of six days. When it was finished it was all very good.

Question 16: How did God create angels?

Answer: God created all the angels as spirits, immortal, holy, full of knowledge and mighty in power, to carry out his commands and to praise his name. However, they are affected by time and change.
Question 17: How did God create humans?

Answer: After God had made all other creatures, he created humans, male and female; he formed the body of the man from the dust of the ground, and the woman from the rib of the man He gave them living, rational, and immortal souls; made them in his own image, in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness. The law of God was written in their hearts, and they had the power to be obedient to it. He gave them authority over the rest of creation. They were capable of choosing to disobey.
Question 18: What are God’s works of providence?

Answer: God’s works of providence are his caring and rule over of all of the creation, According to his most holy, wise, and powerful will he controls all the actions of all of creation.
Question 19: What is God’s providence towards the angels?

Answer: God by his providence permitted some of the angels, to be disobedient and chose to rebel and irrecoverably, to fall into sin and damnation. He limited and ordered that, and all their sins, to his own glory; and established the rest of the angels in holiness and happiness; employing them all, at his pleasure, in the implementation of his power, mercy, and justice.

Question 20: What was the providence of God toward humanity in the state that they were created?

Answer: The providence of God toward humanity in the state in which they were created, was the putting mankind in paradise (the garden of Eden), appointing them to care for it, giving them the freedom to eat of the produce of the earth; putting the rest of the creation under their control, and ordaining marriage for their mutual help and support; allowing mankind communion with God himself; instituting the Sabbath day of rest; entering into a covenant of life with all humanity. The conditions of mankind remaining within this covenant were obedience; individual, perfect, and perpetual obedience. The particular condition was that they were forbidden to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The pledge of this covenant was the tree of life. Death was the penalty for disobedience.

Question 21: Did humanity continue in that state in which God at first created them?

Answer: Our first parents being left to the freedom of their own will, through the temptation of Satan, transgressed the commandment of God in eating the forbidden fruit; in this way they fell from the state of innocence and perfection in which they were, as created.

Question 22: Did all mankind fall in that first transgression?

Answer: The covenant was made with Adam not for himself only but for all of humanity – as the federal head of all mankind - therefore all mankind descending from him by ordinary procreation, sinned in him, and fell with him in that first transgression.

Question 23: Into what state did the fall bring mankind?

Answer: The fall brought mankind into a state of sin and misery.

Question 24: What is sin?

Answer: Sin is any failure to conform to, or disobedience of, the law of God; which law was given as a rule to thinking and rational beings.

Question 25: What is the state of sinfulness into which all humanity fell?

Answer: The sinfulness of that state into which humanity fell, consists of the legal guilt of Adam’s first sin, the loss of the original righteousness in which Adam and Eve were created, and the corruption of our whole nature so that we all are utterly opposed, disabled, and made opposite to all that is spiritually good, and are all always and continually wholly disposed to do evil deeds; this tendency to always be sinning is commonly called ‘original sin’. From it come all the actual transgressions that we actually commit.

Question 26: How is original sin transmitted from our first parents to their descendents?

Answer: Original sin is transmitted from our first parents to their descendents by ordinary procreation, so that all their natural descendents are conceived and born into sin.

Question 27: What misery did the fall bring upon mankind?

Answer: The fall brought upon mankind the loss of relationship with God, his displeasure and curse; so that we are now naturally children of wrath, enslaved to Satan, and justly liable to all punishments in this life, and in the life to come.

Question 28: What are the punishments of sin in this life?

Answer: The punishments of sin in this life are either internal; such as blindness of mind, an inability to know what is good and right, delusions of well being, selfish and unsympathetic to others, in terror of our own conscience, and perverted tastes; or outward; which are the curse of God upon the whole of creation for our sakes, and thus all the other calamities that happen to us and which affect our bodies, reputations, belongings, relationships, and activities; this also includes death itself.

Question 29: What are the punishments of sin in the world to come?

Answer: The punishments of sin in the world to come are everlasting separation from the comforting presence of God, and most dreadful torments of soul and body, without cessation, in hell fire forever.

Question 30: Does God leave all mankind to perish in the state of sin and misery?

Answer: God does not leave all men to perish in the estate of sin and misery, into which they fell by breaking the first covenant, (commonly called the covenant of works); but of his mere love and mercy delivers his chosen people out of it, and brings them into a state of salvation by the second covenant, commonly called the covenant of grace.

Question 31: With whom was the covenant of grace made?

Answer: The covenant of grace was made with Christ as the second Adam, and in him, with all the chosen people as his descendents.

Question 32: How is the grace of God shown in the second covenant?

Answer: The grace of God is shown in the second covenant, in that he freely provides and offers to sinful people a Mediator. God promises life and salvation by this mediator. God requires faith as the condition to include them in the mediator and promises and gives his Holy Spirit to all his chosen people. The Holy Spirit is given to work in them that required faith, and all the other saving graces; and to enable them unto all holy obedience, as the evidence of the truth of their faith and thankfulness to God. This is the way God has appointed them to salvation.

Question 33: Was the covenant of grace always administered in the same way?

Answer: The covenant of grace was not always administered in the same way. The way it operated during the Old Testament times were different from the way it operates in the New Testament times.

Question 34: How was the covenant of grace administered under the Old Testament?

Answer: The covenant of grace was administered under the Old Testament, by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the Passover, and other types or patterns. All of which pointed to Christ, who was then still to come. These were for that time sufficient to build up God’s chosen people to faith in the promised Messiah; it was through the Messiah to come that they then had full remission of sins, and eternal salvation.

Question 35: How is the covenant of grace administered under the New Testament?

Answer: Under the New Testament, since Christ (the  person to whom the Old Testament promises and patterns pointed) came and lived in the world the same covenant of grace was and still is to be administered in the preaching of the Word, and the administration of the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  The Preaching of the Word and practice of the sacraments tell mankind in a more explicit way of effective grace and a salvation given to all mankind.

Question 36: Who is the Mediator of the covenant of grace?

Answer: The only Mediator of the covenant of grace is the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the eternal Son of God, who is in all essentials exactly the same as and equal with the Father, as planned and exactly at the right time became man, and so was and continues to be God and man, in two entire distinct natures, and one person, forever.
Question 37: How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?

Answer: Christ the Son of God became man, by taking to himself a true body, and a rational soul, by being conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the virgin Mary, made of her flesh in the usual way, and was born, yet without sin.

Question 38: Why was it necessary that the Mediator should be God?

Answer: It was necessary that the Mediator should be God, because it needs God to save all humanity from the infinite wrath and condemnation of God. It needs God to overcome the power of death, to be a sufficient sacrifice for all of humanity, to be able to be suffer, be obedient, pray for and pay penalty for all humanity. It needs God to procure his father’s favour, to purchase for himself a special people, to give his Spirit to them, conquer all their enemies, and bring them to everlasting salvation.

Question 39: Why was it necessary that the Mediator should be human?

Answer: It was necessary that the Mediator should be human, for it requires a human to be obedient to God’s law. It needs a human to pay for the sins of any human. Being a human he can substitute for humans, pray for and make perfect our natures because he is made like us and can sympathize with our weaknesses. Also, because he is human and the son of God we too, in him, may be adopted as sons and daughters of God and we may with confidence approach the throne of grace with our own prayers and requests.
Question 40: Why was it necessary that the Mediator should be God and human in one person?

Answer: It was necessary that the Mediator, who was to reconcile God and humankind, should himself be both God and a human, and this in one person, so that the appropriate works of each nature might be acceptable by God for us, and be relied on by us, as the works of the whole person.

Question 41: Why was our Mediator called Jesus?

Answer: Our Mediator was called Jesus, because he saves his people from their sins. (JB Note. ‘Jesus’ is Hebrew for ‘he-saves’)
Question 42: Why was our Mediator called Christ?

Answer: Our Mediator was called Christ, because he was fully anointed with the Holy Spirit; and so set apart, and given all authority and ability, to carry out the offices of prophet, priest, and king of his church, both in when he was being humiliated and when he was exalted. (JB Note. Christos is the Greek for ‘anointed and Messiah is the Hebrew for ‘anointed, so to say Jesus is the Christ is to say that he is the Messiah)’
Question 43: How does Christ accomplish the office of a prophet?

Answer: Christ accomplishes the office of a prophet, by revealing to the church, in every age, by his Spirit and Word (in different ways at different times) the whole will of God, in everything we need to know for salvation and for our building up as the people of God.

Question 44: How does Christ accomplish the office of a priest?

Answer: Christ accomplishes the office of a priest, by his once offering himself as a perfect sacrifice without blemish to God, to be a reconciliation for the sins of his people; and by his making continual intercession for them.

Question 45: How does Christ accomplish the office of a king?

Answer: Christ accomplishes the office of a king, by his calling out of the world a people to himself, and giving them officers, laws, and discipline, by which he visibly governs them; in giving saving grace to his chosen people, by rewarding their obedience, and correcting them for their sins, by preserving and supporting them during all their temptations and sufferings, by restraining and overcoming all their enemies, and using his power to arrange all things for his own glory, and their good; and also in taking God’s vengeance on the rest of humanity, who do not know God, and who do not obey the gospel.

Question 46: What does it mean that Christ was humiliated?

Answer: Christ (as answer 9 said) is exactly the same as God and equal in power, majesty and glory, yet for our sakes he was born a human baby, and that not to royalty but as the son of a poor man and became a servant; he was made to learn obedience to the law, going through the miseries and deprivations of this life, made subject to the wrath of God and the cursed death of the cross; in being buried, and continuing under the power of death for a time until his resurrection.

Question 47: How did Christ humble himself in his conception and birth?

Answer: Christ humbled himself in his conception and birth, because although he was from all eternity the Son of God, in close relationship with the Father, it pleased him to chose, at the appropriate time, to become the son of man, made of and to be born to a woman of low social status in circumstances of more than usual deprivation.
Question 48: How did Christ humble himself in his life?

Answer: Christ humbled himself in his life, by subjecting himself to the law, which he perfectly fulfilled; and by undergoing with the indignities of the world, the temptations of Satan, and the weaknesses and illnesses common to all humans and in particular the deprivations which come to those of low social status.

Question 49: How did Christ humble himself in his death?

Answer: Christ humbled himself in his death, by being betrayed by Judas, forsaken by his disciples, scorned and rejected by the world, condemned by Pilate, and tormented by his persecutors; he also struggled with the terrors of death, and the powers of darkness, and finally felt and bore the full weight of God’s wrath. He gave up his life as an offering for sin, enduring the painful, shameful, and cursed death of the cross.

Question 50: How was Christ humiliated after his death?

Answer: Christ’s humiliation after his death consisted in his being buried and remaining dead and under the power of death until the third day; This has also been expressed in the words, he descended into hell.

Question 51: How was Christ exalted?

Answer: Christ was exalted includes his resurrection, his ascension, his sitting at the right hand of the Father, and his coming again to judge the world.

Question 52: How was Christ exalted in his resurrection?

Answer: Christ was exalted in his resurrection, in that he did not see the corruption of the body in death (it was not possible for him to be held by death). Then, with the very same body in which he lived and suffered, essentially exactly the same but now without possibility of death or other common infirmities of this life, was really united to his soul. Thus he rose again from the dead on the third day by his own power; He declared by this action that he is the Son of God, that he has satisfied divine justice, that he has defeated death and the one who that had the power of death, and so that he is Lord of the living and the dead: All these things he did not merely for himself but as a public person - the head of his church, for their justification, to make them alive in grace, to support them against enemies, and to assure them of their resurrection from the dead at the last day.

Question 53: How was Christ exalted in his ascension?

Answer: Christ was exalted in his ascension, by visibly rising into heaven. After his resurrection for a period of forty days he often appeared to and talked with his apostles, speaking to them about the kingdom of God, and giving them commission to preach the gospel to all nations; then in his human body, and as our head, triumphing over enemies, visibly went up into the highest heavens, there to receive gifts for men, to lift up our desires and love to those heights, and to prepare a place for us. This is where now is, and shall continue to be until his second coming at the end of the world.

Question 54: How is Christ exalted in his sitting at the right hand of God?

Answer: Christ is exalted in his sitting at the right hand of God, in that as God-man he is advanced to the highest favour with God the Father, with all fullness of joy, glory, and power over all things in heaven and earth; and there he gathers and defends his church, and subdues their enemies; provides his ministers and people with gifts and graces, and makes intercession for them.

Question 55: How does Christ make intercession?

Answer: Christ makes intercession, by his appearing in our nature continually before the Father in heaven, in the merit of his obedience and sacrifice on earth, declaring his will to have it applied to all believers; answering all accusations against them, and procuring for them quiet of conscience -despite our daily failings, our access with boldness to the throne of grace, and God’s acceptance of our persons and services.

Question 56: How is Christ to be exalted in his coming again to judge the world?

Answer: Christ is to be exalted by coming again to judge the world. He, who was unjustly judged and condemned by wicked men, shall come again at the last day in great power, and in the full appearance of his own glory, and of his Father’s, with all his holy angels, with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God, to judge the world in righteousness.

Question 57: What benefits has Christ obtained for us by his mediation?

Answer: Christ, by his mediation, has obtained redemption, with all other benefits of the covenant of grace.

Question 58: How do we share in the benefits which Christ obtained for us?

Answer: We share in the benefits which Christ has obtained for us, when they are applied to us, which is the work of God the Holy Spirit.

Question 59: Who share in redemption through Christ?

Answer: Redemption is positively applied, and made effective in them, to all those for whom Christ has purchased it; by the Holy Spirit, in his timing, they are enabled to believe in Christ according to the gospel.

Question 60: Can people who have never heard the gospel, and so do not know Jesus Christ, nor believe in him, be saved by living according to common sense and cultural morality?

Answer: They who, have never heard the gospel, do not know Jesus Christ, and those who do not believe in him, cannot be saved. No matter how carefully they live their lives according to common sense and decency or according to the laws of some religion or culture they cannot be saved. There is no salvation in any other way or by any other person, except in Christ alone. He is the only Saviour and saves his body, the church.

Question 61: Is everyone saved who hears the gospel, and is a member of the church?

Answer: Everyone who hears the gospel, and who is a member of a local church (the visible church), is not necessarily saved; only those who are true members of the church throughout all times (the invisible church).

Question 62: What is the visible church?

Answer: The visible church is a society made up of all the people in all the ages and places in the world who, in their lives professes the true religion; their children are also included.

Question 63: What are the special privileges of the visible church?

Answer: The visible church has the privilege of being under God’s special care and control; of being protected and preserved in all ages, despite the opposition of all enemies; and of enjoying the fellowship of the church, the usual means of salvation, and offers of grace by Christ to all the members in the ministry of the gospel, which says that anyone believes in him shall be saved, and turning away no-one who will come unto him.

Question 64: What is the invisible church?

Answer: The invisible church is the whole number of the elect – those chosen by God - that have ever been in the past, present or future. They will be gathered into one under Christ, the head of his church. 
Question 65: What special benefits do the members of the invisible church enjoy?

Answer: The members of the invisible church of Christ enjoy union and fellowship with Christ in grace and in glory.

Question 66: What is that union which the elect have with Christ?

Answer: The union which the elect have with Christ is the work of God’s grace by which they are spiritually and mystically, yet really and inseparably, joined to Christ as their head and husband; this process is done in their effectual calling.

Question 67: What is effectual calling?

Answer: Effectual calling is the work of God’s almighty power and grace, by which (out of his free and special love to his elect, and not because of anything in them or done by them from nothing) he does, at his own timing, invite and draw them to Jesus Christ, by his Word and Spirit; opening their minds to salvation, renewing and powerfully shaping their wills, so as they (although by themselves dead in sin and incapable even of answering) are made willing and able freely to answer his call, and to accept and take hold of the grace offered in his call.

Question 68: Are only the elect effectually called?

Answer: All the elect, and only them, are effectually called. Although others may be, and often are, apparently called by the ministry of the Word and have some general operations of the Spirit, yet because of their deliberate neglect and disregard of the grace offered to them, they are justly left in their unbelief, and so do not ever truly come to Jesus Christ.

Question 69: What is the fellowship with Christ in grace which the members of the invisible church have?

Answer: The fellowship with Christ in grace which the members of the invisible church have is their taking part in his mediation, in their justification, adoption, sanctification, and whatever else, in this life, demonstrates their union with him.

Question 70: What is justification?

Answer: Justification is an act of God’s free grace to sinners, in which he pardons all their sins, accepts and accounts them righteous in his sight; not for any thing done in them, or done by them, but only because of the perfect obedience of Christ and full payment to God by Christ, which God applies to them as though it was their obedience and payment. Justification is received by faith alone.

Question 71: How is justification an act of God’s free grace?

Answer: Although Christ, by his obedience and death, made a proper, real, and full payment to God’s justice on the behalf of those that are justified; yet bearing in mind that God accepts this payment as a guarantee (which he could easily have demanded of them) God provide the guarantee, his own only Son. He credits the Son’s righteousness to them and requires nothing from them for their justification but faith (which also is his gift) So, their justification is free grace.

Question 72: What is justifying faith?

Answer: Justifying faith is a saving grace, worked in the heart of a sinner by the Spirit and Word of God. This action of God is such that the sinner is convinced of his or her sin and wretchedness, and of the inability within the sinner or in any other part of creation to recover the sinner from his or her lostness; then the sinner not only agrees to the truth of the promise of the gospel, but receives and rests upon Christ and his righteousness, as proclaimed in the gospel, for pardon of sin, and for being accepted and accounted righteous in the sight of God for salvation.

Question 73: How does faith justify a sinner in the sight of God?

Answer: Faith justifies a sinner in the sight of God, not because of the other graces which always accompany it, nor of good works that are the fruits of faith, nor as if the grace of faith itself were credited to the sinner; but only as faith is an instrument by which the sinner receives and applies Christ and his righteousness. In other words, it is neither the individual ‘having faith’ nor the strength of an individual’s faith that justifies. Faith is the channel through which justification flows
Question 74: What is adoption?

Answer: Adoption is an action of the free grace of God, in and for his only Son Jesus Christ. By this action of God all those who are justified are received into the number of his children, have his name put upon them, the Spirit of his Son given to them, are under his fatherly care and control, are admitted to all the freedoms and privileges of the children of God, are made heirs of all the promises, and fellow heirs with Christ in glory.

Question 75: What is sanctification?

Answer: Sanctification is a work of God’s grace, by which those whom God has, before the foundation of the world, chosen to be holy, are in this life, through the powerful operation of his Spirit applying the death and resurrection of Christ unto them, renewed in their whole person after the image of God; having the seeds of repentance unto life, and all other saving graces, put into their hearts, and those graces so stimulated, increased, and strengthened, so that the individual more and more dies unto sin, and rises unto newness of life.

Question 76: What is repentance unto life?

Answer: Repentance unto life is a saving grace, worked in the heart of a sinner by the Spirit and Word of God, in which, a person realizing not only of the danger but also of the filthiness and hateful character of their sins, and having seized hold of God’s mercy in Christ to anyone who  is penitent, the person so grieves for and hates their sins that they turn from them all to God, intending and trying hard constantly to walk with God in all the ways of new obedience.

Question 77: How do justification and sanctification differ?

Answer: Although sanctification is inseparably joined with justification, yet they differ; in justification God credits the sinner with the righteousness of Christ; in sanctification his Spirit fills the sinner with grace, and enables to the exercise of it; in justification, sin is pardoned and each and every believer in this life is completely freed from the revenging wrath of God, and they never fall into condemnation; in sanctification sin is restrained but to different levels for each individual in this life – while no-one achieves perfection in this life all are growing up to perfection.

Question 78: Why is sanctification in believers not perfected in this life?

Answer: The sanctification in believers is not completed in this life because there is sin remaining in every part of the believer, because our earthly desires fight against God’s the spirit  so that we are often foiled by temptations and fall into many sins and are thus hindered in all our spiritual services. Even our best works are imperfect and defiled in the sight of God.

Question 79: Does that mean that true believers, because of their imperfections, and the many temptations and sins they are subject to, can fall away from the state of grace?

Answer: True believers, because of the unchangeable love of God, and his decree and covenant to give them perseverance, their inseparable union with Christ, his continual intercession for them, and the Spirit and seed of God enduring within them, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace, but are kept by the power of God through faith to salvation.

Question 80: Can true believers be infallibly assured that they are in a state of grace, and that they will persevere in grace to full salvation?

Answer: Such as truly believe in Christ, and struggle to walk in all good conscience before him, may, without needing any special revelation, may be infallibly assured that they are in a state of grace, and that they will persevere in it until full salvation is revealed in them. This assurance is by faith grounded upon the truth of God’s promises, and by the Spirit enabling them to discern in themselves those graces to which the promises of life are made, and bearing witness with their spirits that they are the children of God, 

Question 81: Are all true believers at all times assured of their current presence in the state of grace, and that they will be saved?

Answer: Assurance of grace and salvation are not essential to faith. True believers may wait a long time before they receive it; and later, after the enjoyment of it, may have it weakened and interrupted, by many illnesses, sins, temptations, and losses; yet they are never left without the presence and support of the Spirit of God who keeps them from sinking into utter despair.

Question 82: What is the fellowship in glory which the members of the invisible church have with Christ?

Answer: The fellowship in glory which the members of the invisible church have with Christ, is in this life, immediately after death, and at last made perfect at the resurrection and day of judgment.

Question 83: What is the fellowship in glory with Christ which the members of the invisible church enjoy in this life?

Answer: The members of the invisible church are given in this life the firstfruits of glory with Christ, because they are members of him who is their head. As a result they receive a share in that glory which he has in full measure. As a guarantee of this and a deposit demonstrating what is to come they enjoy the sense of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit, and hope of glory. In contrast, the sense of God’s revenging wrath,  an uneasy conscience, and a fearful expectation of judgment, are the beginning of the torments that the wicked will endure after their death.
Question 84: Will all men die?

Answer: Death is threatened as the wages of sin, so, all humans will die - for that all humans have sinned.

Question 85: If Death is the wages of sin then why are the righteous not delivered from death, seeing that all their sins are forgiven in Christ?

Answer: The righteous will be delivered from death itself at the last day, and even in death are delivered from the sting and curse of it; so, although in this world they die, yet it is out of God’s love, to free them completely from sin and misery, and to make them capable of greater fellowship with Christ in glory - which is what happens to them when the die in this world.

Question 86: What is the fellowship in glory with Christ, which the members of the invisible church enjoy immediately after death?

Answer: The fellowship in glory with Christ, which the members of the invisible church enjoy immediately after death, is, that their souls are then made perfect in holiness, and received into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of God in light and glory. Here they wait for the full redemption of their bodies, which even in death continue united to Christ, and rest in their graves as though they were in their beds, till at the last day they will again be united to their souls. In contrast, the souls of the wicked are at their death cast into hell, where they remain in torments and utter darkness, and their bodies kept in their graves, in prison, till the resurrection and judgment of the great day.

Question 87: What are we to believe concerning the resurrection?

Answer: We are to believe, that at the last day there shall be a general resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust:  On that day, any who are still alive will in a moment changed; and the bodies of the dead, which were laid in the grave, will then be united to their souls again having been raised up by the power of Christ. The bodies of the just, by the Spirit of Christ, and by virtue of his resurrection as their head, will be raised in power, spiritual, incorruptible, and made to be like his glorious body; and the bodies of the wicked shall be raised up in dishonour by him, as an offended judge.

Question 88: What will immediately follow after the resurrection?

Answer: What follows immediately after the resurrection is the general and final judgment of angels and men; So that all may watch and pray, and be ever ready for the coming of the Lord no human knows what day or hour this will happen., 

Question 89: What will be done to the wicked at the Day of Judgment?

Answer: At the Day of Judgment, the wicked will be set on Christ’s left hand Based upon clear evidence and full conviction of their own consciences they will have the fearful but just sentence of condemnation pronounced against them. After sentence they will be expelled from the presence of God, refused  the glorious fellowship with Christ, his saints, and all his holy angels. They will be expelled into hell, where they will be punished with unspeakable torments of both of body and soul, with the devil and his angels forever.

Question 90: What will be done to the righteous at the Day of Judgment?

Answer: At the Day of Judgment, the righteous, having been taken up to Christ in the clouds, will be set on his right hand, and there openly acknowledged and acquitted. They will then join with him in the judging of the rebelling angels and men. They will be received into heaven, where they will be fully and forever freed from all sin and misery and filled with inconceivable joys. They will be made perfectly holy and happy both in body and soul. They will be in the company of innumerable saints and holy angels, but especially in the immediate presence and joy of God the Father, of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, for all eternity. And this is the perfect and full fellowship which the members of the invisible church will enjoy with Christ in glory, at the resurrection and Day of Judgment.

Question 91: What is the duty which God requires of all humans?

Answer: The duty which God requires of each and every man and woman is obedience to his revealed will.

Question 92: What did God at the begining reveal unto humans as the rule of their obedience?

Answer: The rule of obedience revealed to Adam in the state of innocence, and to all mankind in Adam, as well as a special command not to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, was the moral law.

Question 93: What is the moral law?

Answer: The moral law is the declaration of the will of God to mankind. It shows everyone and commands every individual to personal, perfect, and perpetual conformity and obedience to God’s will. This requires not a mere obedience but that the direction and disposition of the whole person, soul and body, is conformed to God’s will and out of this comes the actual performance of all those duties of holiness and righteousness which each individual man and woman owes to God and other people: The moral law promises life for those who fulfil it perfectly and threatens death for all who fail to be fully conformed to it.

Question 94: Is there any use of the moral law to humanity since the fall?

Answer: Since the fall, although no person can attain to righteousness and life by the moral law, yet it is extremely useful, both as being common to all humankind but particularly to both the saved and the unsaved – although its usefulness to saved and unsaved humans are different.

Question 95: Of what use is the moral law to all humankind?

Answer: The usefulness of moral law to all humankind is that it tells them of the holy nature and will of God; of their duty, commanding them to walk within it; it convinces them of their inability to keep it, and thus of their sinful nature, heart and life; it humbles them in the sense of their sin and misery and in this way helps them to a clearer sight of the need they have of Christ and also of the perfection of his obedience.

Question 96: What is the particular use of the moral law for unsaved people?

Answer: The particular usefulness of the moral law for unsaved people is to awaken their consciences to flee from wrath to come and to drive them to Christ. Should they continue in sin and disobedience it leaves them inexcusable, and under the curse that it spells out for such failure to conform to it. 
Question 97: What is the special use of the moral law for saved people?

Answer: Saved people who believe in Christ are not subjected to the moral law as a covenant of works and as such are neither justified nor condemned by it. Even so, in addition to the uses of the moral law to all humankind it shows them how much they are bound to Christ for his fulfilling it for them and enduring the curse of it in their place. It encourages them to more thankfulness and for their own good shows them how they can try to fulfil it by conforming themselves to it as the rule of their obedience.

Question 98: Where is the moral law summarized?

Answer: The moral law is summarized in the Ten Commandments which were delivered by the voice of God upon Mount Sinai, and written by him on two tablets of stone. They are recorded in the twentieth chapter of Exodus. The four first commandments itemize our duty to God, and the other six our duty to other humans.
Question 99: What are the rules to correctly understand the Ten Commandments?

Answer: To correctly understand the Ten Commandments these rules are to be observed: That the law is perfect, and commits every individual to full compliance in their whole person to its righteousness and to complete obedience forever. That such obedience demands the perfection of every duty and forbids the least degree of any sin. That the law is spiritual and so affects the understanding, will, affection, and all other powers of the soul; as well as words, works, and gestures. That one and the same thing, in differing contexts, is required or forbidden in several commandments. That as, where a duty is commanded, the opposite sin is forbidden; and where a sin is forbidden, the opposite duty is commanded; also that where a promise is included then the opposite threatening is included too and where a threatening is included that the opposite promise is included. That what God forbids, is at no time to be done; what God commands, is always our duty; however every particular duty is not to be done at all times. That under one sin or duty, all similar sins or duties are forbidden or commanded – this includes all the causes, means, occasions, and appearances of the respective sin or duty, and anything that might cause or encourage it. That if anything that is forbidden or commanded to ourselves then we are bound, within the particular social and civil relationships that apply, to attempt to ensure that it may be avoided or performed by others. That where something is commanded to others we are bound, within the particular social and civil relationships that apply, to be helpful to them and to avoid being involved in things forbidden to them. (What is meant by these two statements are the appropriate duties to those of higher or lower social or civil status than ourselves e.g. that we obey the police and treat our workmen properly, but within our dealings with others we try to ensure that they too can obey the moral law and that we ourselves try not to be tainted by their failures).

Question 100: What special things are we to look for in the Ten Commandments?

Answer: In the ten commandments we are to consider the introduction, the contents of the commandments themselves, and where there are any, the reasons attached to some of them to encourage our obedience to the commandment.

Question 101: What is the Introduction to the Ten Commandments?

Answer: The introduction to the Ten Commandments is these words, I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. In this introduction God demonstrates his sovereignty, as being JEHOVAH; the eternal, unchangeable, and almighty God, who has his being in and of himself and who gives life to all his words and works: It also tells us that he is a God in covenant:  - he brought Israel of old  out of their slavery in Egypt, and now he delivers all his people from our spiritual enslavement; This means that it is absolutely indispensable that we take him only for our God and keep all his commandments. (JB Note. ‘YHWH’ is the name of God given by himself in Exodus 3:14; commonly written with the vowel pointing of ‘adonai’ which means ‘master’ is what forms the word ‘Jehovah’ – it is always translated ‘Lord’ and capitalised in some versions of the bible  JEHOVAH became common in 16th Century translations of the bible both in English and German. We do not know how to pronounce YHWH – the written sacred name, ‘Yahweh’ is also used)
Question 102: What is the summary of the four commandments which speak of our duty to God?

Answer: The summary of the four commandments concerned with our duty to God is, to love the Lord our God with all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our strength, and with all our mind.

Question 103: What is the first commandment?

Answer: The first commandment is, You shall have no other gods before me..

Question 104: What are the duties required in the first commandment?

Answer: The duties required in the first commandment are that people know and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and our God; that people worship and glorify him accordingly, by thinking, meditating, remembering, holding him in high regard, honouring, adoring, choosing, loving, desiring, fearing him; that people believe him; trust him, hoping, delighting, and rejoicing in him; that they are passionate in their love of him, calling upon him, giving to him all praise and thanks, and yielding to him all obedience and submission. The whole person is to be involved; trying hard in all that we think say and do to please him, and sorrowful when in anyway he is offended by our thoughts words or deeds. All we do involves our walking humbly with him.

Question 105: What are the sins forbidden in the first commandment?

Answer: The sins forbidden in the first commandment are atheism, the denying or not having a God; idolatry, either in having or worshiping more gods than one, or having and worshipping anything else with or instead of the true God; the failure to have and to declare him not only as God but as our God; the active omission or the passive neglect of anything due to him as required in this commandment; any ignorance, forgetfulness, misapprehensions, false opinions, unworthy and wicked thoughts about him; all irreverence including any disrespectful attempt to pry into his secrets; any hatred of God. 
Any attempt on the part of a person to engage is selfishness; self-love, self-seeking, and all other unwarranted and immoderate setting of our mind, will, or affections upon anything else and taking them off from him in whole or in part. All empty belief in other things, unbelief of God, heresy, incorrect or mistaken beliefs, distrust, despair, failure to accept correction or even recognise God’s judgments, hardness of heart, pride, presumption, trusting in your own strength and ideas, attempts to test God – all these things are forbidden in the first commandment. 
The use of unlawful methods is forbidden, but also outlawed is putting our trust in lawful activities. Distracting ourselves with earthly delights and joys, engaging in dishonest, blind and reckless enthusiasms is forbidden as is half-hearted actions and beliefs and indifference to anything that is of or from God. Separating ourselves from God and denying or misrepresenting God, any prayers or giving any religious worship to saints, angels or any other creatures is forbidden as is any dealing and consulting with the devil, any listening to his suggestions. To place any person or persons as the lords of our faith and conscience is to spurn and despise God and his commands.
We are warned not to resist and distress his Holy Spirit. We are warned against discontent and impatience with the way God might deal with us individually or as a culture or in any other grouping. We are forbidden to blame him foolishly for the calamities he inflicts on us and forbidden to claim that any good we either have or are or can do is the result of good fortune, idols, ourselves, or any other creature.

Question 106: What are we specially taught by these words “before me” in the first commandment?

Answer: These words “before me”  (literally “before my face”) in the first commandment, teach us, that God, who sees all things, takes special notice of, and is extremely displeased with, the sin of having any other God: These words are there as a reason to dissuade humans from this sin, and to intensify the sin as a very serious and insolent way of annoying God but also as an encouragement to persuade us that we do everything in his sight; whatever we do, we do in his service.

Question 107: What is the second commandment?

Answer: The second commandment is: You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands [of generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments.
Question 108: What are the duties required in the second commandment?

Answer: The duties required in the second commandment are that we receive from God, distinguish and keep pure and complete all such religious worship and regulations that God has set up in his Word. This particularly includes prayer and thanksgiving in the name of Christ; the reading, preaching, and hearing of the Word; the organization and receiving of the sacraments; church government and discipline – together with the ministry and its upkeep; religious fasting; swearing by the name of God, and vows made to him. It also means that we are to disapprove, detest and oppose all false worship and, as each person in their locality and social situation is able to do, to remove such false worship and all monuments of idolatry.

Question 109: What are the sins forbidden in the second commandment?

Answer: The sins forbidden in the second commandment are that no-one is to develop, encourage, command, use, or in any way be positive to any religious worship not instituted by God himself. No-one is to put up with a false religion nor with the making of any representation of God, (of all or of any of the three persons) either inwardly in our mind, or outwardly in any kind of image or likeness of any creature: All worshiping of such an image, or worship of God in it or by it is forbidden, as is the making of any representation of man-made deities and all worship of them, or service made to them; all superstitious devices and ideas which  corrupt the worship of God by adding to it, or taking from it are forbidden.  This is so whether  we invent and use them ourselves or whether we get them by tradition from others, even if they claim to have come from antiquity, custom, devotion, good intent, or any other claim to validity – they still are forbidden: All such things are forbidden  – especially including simony (which is the buying or selling of religious service) sacrilege; all disregard, disrespect, obstruction and opposition to the worship and regulations which God has appointed.

Question 110: What are the reasons attached to the second commandment that encourage our obedience to it?

Answer: The reasons attached to the second commandment which encourage our obedience are in the words “for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands [of generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments”.  They remind us of God’s sovereignty over us and his ownership of us and tell us of his fervent and passionate concern for his own worship. These words remind us of his implacable righteous anger against all false worship,  for it is spiritual prostitution. God counts those who break this commandment to be those who hate him and threatens to punish them for many generations. God values those who observe this commandment and counts them among those who love him and keep his commandments, and promises mercy to them for many generations.

Question 111: What is the third commandment?

Answer: The third commandment is: You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain: for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who takes his name in vain.
Question 112: What is required in the third commandment?

Answer: The third commandment requires that the name of God, his titles, attributes, regulations and commands, the Word, sacraments, prayer, oaths, vows, the casting of lots, his works, and whatever else there is that he uses to make himself known, be holily and reverently used in thought, meditation, word, and writing. Such an holy acknowledgment and responsible communication will glorify God and be good and useful to ourselves, and others.

Question 113: What are the sins forbidden in the third commandment?

Answer: The sins forbidden in the third commandment are the not using of God’s name as is specified in this commandment; the abuse of God’s name in an ignorant, worthless, irreverent, disrespectful, superstitious, or wicked mention of it or any other way of using his titles, attributes, regulations or works in an improper manner such as by blasphemy, lying under oath, all sinful curses, oaths, vows. We are forbidden to violate and fail to fulfil our oaths and vows if lawful,  we are forbidden to fulfil them if that would mean doing unlawful things. All muttering against and quarrelling with, all nosy prying into, and misapplying of, God’s commands and acts of providence are forbidden as is the misinterpreting, misapplying, or any way perverting the Word, or any part of it, to produce disrespectful jokes, to engage in prying or unprofitable questions, produce empty jingles or to uphold false doctrines. It is forbidden to misuse the word, abuse any part of God’s creation or anything in it that can be traced to God. We are forbidden to use  magic charms or sinful desires and practices. We are not allowed to slander, scorn, condemn, or in any way oppose God’s truth, grace, and ways. We must not claim religion  in hypocrisy or for evil ends; we must not be ashamed of it, or a shame to it, by disobedience, nor by foolish, fruitless, and insulting obedience of it, nor any lapse from it.

Question 114: What reasons are attached to the third commandment?

Answer: The reasons attached to the third commandment, in these words, “the LORD your God” and, “for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who takes his name in vain.” are because he is the Lord and our God, therefore his name is not to be used disrespectfully nor any way abused by us. This is especially true because he will not acquit and spare those who contravene this commandment - that he will not allow them to escape his righteous judgment – and this will happen regardless of the fact that many such people escape the condemnation and punishment of human societies.

Question 115: What is the fourth commandment?

Answer: The fourth commandment is, Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labour, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
Question 116: What is required in the fourth commandment?

Answer: The fourth commandment requires of all humanity that they set aside and keep holy to God such set times as he has appointed in his Word; in particular one whole day in seven. This day of rest was the seventh from the beginning of the world until the resurrection of Christ, and the first day of the week ever since, and so we are to continue this Christian Sabbath until the end of the world. In the New Testament this day is called the Lord’s Day.

Question 117: How is the Sabbath or the Lord’s Day to be set aside?

Answer: The Sabbath or Lord’s Day is to be set aside by an holy resting the whole day. We are to cease not only from such works as are at all times sinful, but even from such worldly employments and recreations as are on other days lawful. We are to make it our delight to spend the whole time (except where any of it is used to do essential duties and deeds of mercy) in the public and private exercise of God’s worship: To achieve this, we are to prepare our hearts, with such forethought, thoroughness, and self-control as we can, to arrange and control our weekday work so that it does not intrude, so that we may be free and fit for the duties of this special day.

Question 118: Why is the charge of keeping the Sabbath more particularly directed to the heads of families, and other people in charge?

Answer: The charge of keeping the Sabbath is more specially directed to heads of families, and others in charge because they are commanded not only to keep it themselves, but to see that it may be kept by all those that are under their charge; the more particularly because those in charge are often likely to hinder those under them by giving them work yet forgetting that they have jobs to do of their own.

Question 119: What are the sins forbidden in the fourth commandment?

Answer: The sins forbidden in the fourth commandment are all avoidance of the duties required; all casual, slipshod, and sloppy performing of those duties and being tired of them. Also forbidden is to fritter the day away in idleness, doing anything which is in itself sinful and spending time on any unnecessary deeds, words, and thoughts about our weekday jobs and recreations.

Question 120: What are the reasons attached to the fourth commandment which encourage us to be obedient to it?

Answer: The reasons attached to the fourth commandment which encourage our obedience are taken from the fairness of it. God allows us six days of seven for our own affairs, and reserves only one for himself - in these words, “Six days you shall labour, and do all your work” and then God commands a special case for the one day “but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God” by using himself as an example “For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day.” God also put a blessing on that day, not only setting it aside as a day for us to serve him but also in this way commanding that is becomes a means of blessing to us as we similarly set it apart to God. He said “Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”
Question 121: Why is the word “remember” at the beginning of the fourth commandment?

Answer: The word “remember” is at the beginning of the fourth commandment partly, because it is of great benefit  to us that we do remember it, for we are then helped in our preparation to be obedient to keep this command, and, as we do keep it, we are better able to keep all the rest of the commandments as we continue to  remember thankfully the two great benefits of creation and redemption, (which are a summary of our religion).It is also there partly because we are very ready to forget it because there is less natural reason for it;  and because obedience to this Sabbath command restricts our natural freedom to do things which are at other times lawful; and that it comes only once in seven days while many worldly businesses and cares come between and too often take off our minds from thinking about it, either to prepare for it, or to set it aside; also that Satan with his temptations works hard to blot out the glory, and even the memory of it so as to replace it with ungodliness and wickedness. 
Question 122: What is the summary of the six commandments which contain our duty to man?

Answer: The summary of the six commandments which contain our duty to man is, to love our neighbour as ourselves, and to do to others what we would have them to do to us.
Question 123: What is the fifth commandment?

Answer: The fifth commandment is Honour your father and your mother: that your days may be long in the land which the LORD your God is giving you.
Question 124: Who are meant by “father” and “mother” in the fifth commandment?

Answer: The words “father” and “mother”, in the fifth commandment, means not only natural parents, but all those superior in age, ability and gifts, especially those who, by God’s command, are over us in a position of authority, whether in family, church, or civil state.

Question 125: Why are superiors styled “father” and “mother”?

Answer: Superiors are styled “father” and “mother” both to teach them in all their dealings toward those under their care and authority to be like natural parents; to express love and tenderness to them, as appropriate to the particular relationship. These terms “father” and “mother” applied to those in charge also encourages those under authority to a greater willingness and cheerfulness in performing their duties to those in charge of them, as to their parents.
Question 126: What is the general intention of the fifth commandment?

Answer: The general intention of the fifth commandment is to regulate how we interact with others in all our various relationships, both when we are ‘in charge’ and when others are ‘in charge’ of us and also relationships where status is not an issue; in short, in all our interrelationships with other people.
Question 127: What is the honour that people owe to their superiors.?

Answer: The honour which people owe to their superiors is appropriate respect in heart, word, and behaviour. We should offer prayers and thanksgiving for them. As appropriate we should try to be like them, imitating of their virtues and graces; we should willingly obey their lawful commands and counsels, accept and submit to their corrections. We should be faithful to, defend and maintain their persons and authority as appropriate to their particular rank and the nature of their position. We should be patient with their weaknesses and render to them in love all these services so that they may be an honour to their rank and position.

Question 128: What are the sins that people can commit against their superiors?

Answer: The sins that people can commit against their superiors are to neglect the duties that are required toward them. Such sins include envy of their position, disrespect and rebellion against them themselves and their position, and disregard of their lawful counsels, commands, and corrections. Also forbidden are cursing, mocking and all waywardness and scandalous behaviour that would attempt to bring shame and dishonour to them and their rank and position.

Question 129: What is required of superiors towards those under their care?

Answer: It is required of superiors, dependant upon the power they receive from God, and that relationship in which they are placed, to love, pray for, and bless those under their care; to instruct, counsel, and warn them; approving, commending, and rewarding those who do well; and condemning, warning and punishing those who do wrong. They are to protect, and provide for those under their care all things required for the health of soul and body. By serious, restrained, wise, holy, and commendable behaviour they should seek to bring glory to God, honour to themselves, and so uphold that authority which God has set upon them.

Question 130: What are the sins of superiors?

Answer: The sins of superiors are  as well as neglecting to do what is required of them include an immoderate self-service seeking to enhance their own glory, ease, profit, or pleasure. They can command things unlawful, or not appropriate to their position and which those under their care cannot actually do. They can counsel, encourage, or persuade those under them to do evil. They can dissuade, discourage them from doing what is right and even punish for doing the right things.  They be out of all proportion in correcting them or leave them to wrong, temptation, and danger. These actions can provoke those under them to anger. Any unjust, reckless, harsh, or slipshod behaviour which can bring shame on upon themselves or lessen their authority is forbidden by this commandment.
Question 131: What are the duties of equals?

Answer: The duties of equals are to regard the dignity and worth of each other, to give honour to go one before another; and to rejoice in each other’s gifts and advancement as their own.

Question 132: What are the sins of equals?

Answer: The sins of equals are, besides the neglect of the duties required, to undervalue of the worth of another, to be jealous of their gifts and be upset at their material success, and to usurp their rightful authority over another.

Question 133: What is the reason attached to the fifth commandment, to encourage our obedience of it
Answer: The reason attached to the fifth commandment, in these words, “that your days may be long in the land which the LORD your God is giving you,” is a unambiguous promise of long life and prosperity, as far as that will serve God’s glory and their own good, to all people who keep this commandment.

Question 134: What is the sixth commandment?

Answer: The sixth commandment is, You shall not murder.
Question 135: What is required in the sixth commandment?

Answer: The duties required in the sixth commandment are that we are to take all possible careful thought and lawful actions to safeguard our own lives and the life of others. We are to oppose all thoughts and methods, bring our emotions under control, and avoid all occasions, temptations and practices, which might lead to the unjust taking of anyone’s life. We are also to be involved in the lawful defence of another person against violence. We are to be patient in adversity; practice mental composure, cheerfulness of spirit, moderation in food, drink, sleep, work, and play. The way to achieve this is to have loving thoughts. We are to have a life characterised by love, consideration, modesty, gentleness, kindness; use peaceable, mild and courteous speech and behaviour. We are to  exhibit self-control, a readiness to be reconciled, patiently enduring and forgiving injuries, and returning good for evil, comforting and helping the distressed, and protecting and defending the innocent.

Question 136: What are the sins forbidden in the sixth commandment?

Answer: The sins forbidden in the sixth commandment are, all taking away the life of ourselves, or of others, except in case of public justice, lawful war, or necessary defence. This forbids any actions that neglect or withdraw the lawful and necessary ways of maintaining life. Also forbidden are attitudes of sinful anger, hatred, envy, desire of revenge, in fact all excessive passions. We are to avoid anything that tends to destroy the life of anyone; distracting cares; immoderate use of meat, drink, labour, and recreations; provoking words, oppression, quarrelling, striking, wounding.
Question 137: What is the seventh commandment?

Answer: The seventh commandment is You shall not commit adultery.

Question 138: What are the duties required in the seventh commandment?

Answer: The duties required in the seventh commandment are purity in body, mind, affections, words, and behaviour. We are to take such actions that help to keep ourselves  and others pure and unsullied. We are to be on guard to control our eyes and other senses, to keep chaste company, to exercise modesty in what we wear. For those whom God has not given the gift of singleness then the relationship within their marriage is to include faithfulness in life and love. We are to work hard in our lives and workplaces to avoid all things that might cause personal pollution and we are to resist all temptations that might lead to any kind of impure action.
Question 139: What are the sins forbidden in the seventh commandment?

Answer: The sins forbidden in the seventh commandment as well as failing in the required duties specifically include  adultery, fornication, rape, incest, sodomy, and all unnatural lusts. This includes both actual physical actions and the thought of doing them, all impure imaginations, thoughts, purposes, and likes. We are to avoid all corrupt or smutty communications, avoid listening to such things. We are to avoid provocative looks, cheeky or  bold behaviour, avoid immodest clothing. We must not prevent lawful marriages nor encourage unlawful ones. We are not to accept or tolerate brothels; we must not use them. We must not get involved in unwise vows of singleness or anything else which delays lawful marriage. We must not have more than one wife or husband at the same time. We must not agree to unjust divorce nor to desertion We are to avoid idleness, gluttony, drunkenness, immoral company, lascivious songs, books, pictures, dancing, stage plays and all other things that might encourage ourselves or others to any kind of impure action.
Question 140: What is the eighth commandment?

Answer: The eighth commandment is You shall not steal.

Question 141: What are the duties required in the eighth commandment?

Answer: The duties required in the eighth commandment are truth, faithfulness, and justice in contracts and business between people; to give to everyone what they are owed and return to the rightful owners anything which is unlawfully taken from them; to give and lend freely, according as we are capable, and considering the needs of others; to exercise self-control in our judgments, wills, and fondness of worldly goods; to exercise a wise care and study to get, keep, use, and dispose such things which are necessary and fitting for the maintenance of our lives and appropriate to our position; to work conscientiously at a lawful job;  to exercise prudence, avoiding unnecessary lawsuits and becoming a guarantor unwisely.  We are to be committed to try by all just and lawful means, to secure, preserve, and further the wealth and wellbeing of others, as well as our own.

Question 142: What are the sins forbidden in the eighth commandment?

Answer: The sins forbidden in the eighth commandment, as well as the neglect of the duties required; are theft, robbery, abduction of people; also we must not  receive anything that is stolen; we are to avoid deceitful practices, false weights and measures, removing land marks, etc., any injustice and unfaithfulness in contracts  or matters of trust between people; We are to avoid oppression, extortion, extortionate interest, bribery, frivolous lawsuits, attempts to dispossess people of their land and living; cornering the market in something to push up the price is also forbidden; unlawful jobs and all other unjust or sinful ways of taking things from anyone or withholding anything from them: neither keeping what belongs to them, nor enriching ourselves at their expense; We must not envy nor overvalue nor have excessive anxiety for worldly goods; We are not to be suspicious nor over-involve ourselves to the point of distraction in attempts to get keep and use wealth and goods, nor envy the prosperity of others. Also forbidden are idleness, self-indulgence, careless wasteful betting and all other ways we unfairly discriminate in favour of our own wealth and being and cheat ourselves out of the proper use and enjoyment of the wealth which God has given us.

Question 143: What is the ninth commandment?

Answer: The ninth commandment is You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.

Question 144: What are the duties required in the ninth commandment?

Answer: The duties required in the ninth commandment are that we protect and encourage truth between people, that we protect the good name of our neighbour as well as we protect our own. We are to actively demonstrate that we stand for truth. We must speak the truth and only the truth from the heart, sincerely, freely, clearly, in matters of judgment, justice and in all other things: We are to have a benevolent regard of our neighbours; loving, desiring, and rejoicing in their good name; sorrowing for, and caring for them in weaknesses and illnesses; freely acknowledging of their gifts and graces, defending their innocence. We should always be ready to hear a good opinion of our neighbours and be unwilling to receive a bad report  about them. This we should discourage those who gossip and spread rumours, flatterers and slanderers. We should love and care of our own good reputation; and be prepared to defend it when necessary. We are to keep lawful promises. We are to think about and practice whatever things are true, honest, lovely, and of good report.

Question 145: What are the sins forbidden in the ninth commandment?

Answer: The sins forbidden in the ninth commandment are that we must not distort the truth as it relates to the good name of anyone else in relation to ourselves. Especially in anything that involves a public judgement we must avoid giving false evidence, calling false witnesses, knowingly appearing on behalf of or supporting an evil cause. We must not defeat or hide the truth and so lead to unjust judgements. We are not to call evil good, and good evil. We are not to reward wickedness as though it was righteousness, nor cause righteous acts to be punished as if they were wicked. Any forgery, concealing the truth, undue silence in a just cause, and holding our peace when a wicked action requires either a reproof from ourselves, or complaint to others is forbidden. Anything that perverts the course of justice, that leads to a wrong judgment or a failure of justice is forbidden; even speaking the truth at the wrong time, or maliciously to achieve a wrong end, or perverting it to a wrong meaning, or any attempt to twist truth to imply something else is forbidden. Also forbidden are any untruth, lies, slanders, backbiting, personal denigration, tale bearing, whispering, mocking, reviling, thoughtless, harsh, and partial censuring; Any attempt to deliberately misunderstand another’s intentions, words, and actions is forbidden. This commandment forbids flattery, boasting and the thinking or speaking too highly - or too meanly - of ourselves or others. To deny the gifts and graces of God is sinful. To exaggerate smaller faults thus hiding, excusing, or extenuating of sins; to discover weaknesses unnecessarily these things are forbidden. The associated sins of raising false rumours, receiving and believing evil reports, refusing to listen to a just defence are forbidden. Harbouring evil suspicions, envying or grieving at the deserved recognition of anyone, and then trying or desiring to damage it, or rejoicing in their disgrace and infamy is forbidden; as is scornful disrespect, breaking lawful promises and ignoring good things well spoken of. We must not practice things that give others a bad name and we must not do anything that encourages others to do such things nor must we hinder them when they are trying to avoid such things.
Question 146: Which is the tenth commandment?

Answer: The tenth commandment is: You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, nor his male-servant, nor his female-servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor any thing that is your neighbour’s
Question 147: What are the duties required in the tenth commandment?

Answer: The duties required in the tenth commandment are that we are to be completely content with our own place in life and in such a loving frame of mind towards anyone else that all our actions and thoughts about our neighbour look after and further all that good which is theirs..

Question 148: What are the sins forbidden in the tenth commandment?

Answer: The sins forbidden in the tenth commandment are  that we must nnot be discontented with our own place in life, neither are we to envy the goods of anyone else nor to be unhappy because they have anything which we do not. We must avoid all thoughts and emotions that would lead us to desire or crave anything that belongs to someone else..
Question 149: Can anyone perfectly keep the commandments of God?

Answer: No-one is able, either of themselves, or as the result of any grace received in this life, perfectly to keep the commandments of God. In fact, everyone daily breaks these commandments in thought, word, and deed.

Question 150: Are all transgressions of the law of God equally serious in themselves, and in the sight of God?

Answer: All transgressions of the law of God are not equally wicked; but some sins in themselves and because they often are accompanied by other factors, are more serious in the sight of God than others.

Question 151: What are those added factors that make some sins more serious than others?

Answer: Sins  are the more serious if they are committed by people who should know better; being older, of  greater experience or grace, higher in their profession, gifts, place or office and are thus guides to other people or whose example is likely to be followed by other people. Sins are the more serious depending upon the people sinned against; Firstly, if committed directly against God, his character and worship, against Christ and his grace or against the Holy Spirit and his witness and work among people. Secondly, against people in high positions, against anyone who stands in a position of authority over us. Thirdly, against any believer, especially weaker brothers or sisters and also if the sin committed is against the common good of all or many. Sins are the more serious depending on the nature and quality of the offence: A sin is more serious if it breaks an express law or breaks many commandments at once or if one sin is in fact many different sins. A sin is more serious if it is not only in the heart but planned and breaks out in words and actions, scandalize others, and cannot be repaired, or if it violates common ideas of mercy, common sense, conviction of conscience, public or private rebukes, the judgments of the church or civil authorities. A sin is more serious if it opposes and damages and our prayers, purposes, promises, vows, covenants, and relationships to God or other people. A sin is more serious if it is done deliberately or wilfully, done in arrogance or boastingly assuming powers we do not possess, done spitefully, repeatedly, determinedly, with delight or if it is a relapse after repentance. A sin can be more serious according to time and place; on the Lord’s day or involving other times of worship, or immediately before or after worship; or if it counteracts any thing designed to prevent or remedy sins; or if committed in public, or in the presence of others so that they are encouraged or motivated to sin themselves
Question 152: What does every sin deserve at the hands of God?

Answer: Because every sin, even the smallest, is against the sovereignty, goodness, and holiness of God, and against his righteous law, it deserves his wrath and curse, both in this life and the life to come. No sin can be wiped away except 
Question 153: What does God require of us so that we may escape his wrath and curse due to us by reason of our transgression of the law?

Answer: In order to escape the wrath and curse of God which is due to us because of our transgression of the law, he requires us to repent towards God and have inner faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and to make every effort to use the physical methods by which Christ grants to us to us the benefits of his intervention to God on our behalf.

Question 154: What are the physical methods Christ uses to grant to us communicates to us the benefits of his intervention on our behalf?

Answer: The physical and ordinary methods Christ uses ti grant his church the benefits of his mediation to God on our behalf are all his commands; especially the Bible, the sacraments and prayer; all which are made effective to the elect to give them their salvation.

Question 155: How is the Bible made effective to salvation?

Answer: The Spirit of God makes the reading and especially the preaching of the Word, a powerful means of enlightening, convincing, and humbling sinners; it drives them out of themselves and draws them closer to Christ; it conforms them to his image and subdues them to his will; it strengthens them against temptations and corruptions; it builds them up in grace and reassures their hearts in holiness and assures them through faith to salvation.

Question 156: Is the Word of God to be read by all?

Answer: Although not everyone may read the Word publicly to the congregation, yet everyone is commanded to read it alone by themselves and with their families: For this purpose the holy Scriptures are to be translated out of the original into everyday speech.

Question 157: How is the Word of God to be read?

Answer: The holy Scriptures are to be read with an respectful and reverent appreciation of them; with a firm persuasion that they are the very Word of God, and that he only can enable us to understand them fully; with desire to know, believe, and obey the will of God revealed in them; with thoroughness, and attention to the content and intention of them; with contemplation of what we read, submission to it, selfless consideration, and prayer.

Question 158: By whom is the Word of God to be preached?

Answer: The Word of God is to be preached only by those who are sufficiently gifted and also properly approved and called to that office.

Question 159: How is the Word of God to be preached by those that are called to do it?

Answer: Those who are called to labour in the ministry of the Word, are to preach sound doctrine, attentively, whether it is convenient or inconvenient to them to do so; plainly, not in the enticing words of man’s wisdom but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power; faithfully, making known the whole counsel of God; wisely, considering the needs and abilities of the hearers; enthusiastically, with passionate love of God and the souls of his people; sincerely, aiming to Glorify God, and work to the conversion, building up, and salvation of the people.

Question 160: What is required of those that hear the Word preached?

Answer: People who hear the Word preached should listen to it carefully having prepared themselves by prayer and, preparation, and prayer and ensure that they are prepared. What they hear in the Scriptures they should receive as truth with faith, love, humility and a mind prepared to receive is as the Word of God. They should consider it, meditate on it and hide it in their hearts and allow it to bring forth its fruit in their lives.

Question 161: How do the sacraments become effectual means of salvation?

Answer: The sacraments become effectual means of salvation, not by any power in themselves, or any virtue derived from the godliness or intentions of the person who administers the sacraments, but only by the working of the Holy Spirit and the blessing of Christ; by whom they were set in place.

Question 162: What is a sacrament?

Answer: A sacrament is a holy regulation established by Christ in his church, to signify, seal, and apply to those who are in the covenant of grace, the benefits of his mediation; to strengthen and increase their faith and all other graces; to empower them to obedience; to bear witness to and treasure their love and relationships with each other; and to distinguish them from those that are without.

Question 163: What are the parts of a sacrament?

Answer: There are two parts to a sacrament; the one an outward and obvious sign, used in the way Christ himself established it; the other an inward and spiritual grace which the outward sign indicates.

Question 164: How many sacraments has Christ established in his church under the New Testament?

Answer: Under the New Testament Christ has established in his church only two sacraments; Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Question 165: What is Baptism?

Answer: Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament. Christ appointed the washing with water in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, to be a sign and seal of uniting to him, of remission of sins by his blood, and new life by his Spirit; of adoption into God’s family and resurrection to everlasting life. Also, when people are baptized they are solemnly admitted into the visible church, and enter into an openly acknowledged promise to be wholly and only the Lord’s.

Question 166: To whom is Baptism to be administered?

Answer: Baptism is not to be administered to anyone who is not in the visible church and thus does not know about the covenant of promise, until they openly acknowledge their faith in Christ, and their obedience to him. However, infants whose parents where either both, or only one of them, professes faith in Christ, and obedience to him, are because of that within the covenant, and are to be baptized.

Question 167: How should we use our Baptism?

Answer: The necessary and frequently neglected duty of strengthening ourselves by using our baptism should be performed by us all our life long, especially in times of temptation, and when we are present when anyone else is baptised. This is done by serious and thankful thought, considering what baptism is and the purposes for which Christ gave it to us; remembering the privileges and benefits given to us and sealed to us by it; remembering the solemn vows made when we were baptised; being humbled by our sinful defilement, our failures and even our deliberate disobedience to the grace given to us in baptism. We are to consciously grow in an assurance of pardon for sins and in all other blessings sealed to us in this sacrament. We are to be strengthened by the death and resurrection of Christ, into whom we are baptized, so that we can put sin to death and become alive to grace. By trying to live by faith with holiness and righteousness as our practice in all things we become known Christians – being one of those who have given up their own names to Christ and now walk in brotherly love with each other because we all have been baptized by the same Spirit into one body.

Question 168: What is the Lord’s Supper?

Answer: The Lord’s Supper is a sacrament of the New Testament in which we declare the Lord’s death until he comes again. We do this by the physical act of giving and receiving bread and wine in the way Jesus Christ commanded it. People who understand properly what is happening in the Lord’s Supper feed upon his body and blood as spiritual food and grow in grace; have their union and communion with Christ confirmed; they show and renew their thankfulness, and commitment to God, and their mutual love and fellowship with each other, as members of the same mystical body.

Question 169: How has Christ appointed bread and wine to be given and received in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper?

Answer: Christ has appointed the ministers of his Word, as they administer this sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, to set apart the bread and wine from ordinary use, by the words of institution, by thanksgiving and prayer. They take and break the bread, and give both the bread and the wine to the communicants: By the same appointment by Christ, communicants are to take and eat the bread, and to drink the wine, in thankful remembrance that the body of Christ was broken and given, and his blood shed, for them.

Question 170: How do people who take the Lord’s Supper in a proper manner feed upon the body and blood of Christ?

Answer: The body and blood of Christ are not physically present in any sense in the bread and the wine of the Lord’s Supper yet they are spiritually present to the faith of the receiver, no less truly and really than the bread and wine themselves are present to the physical senses of sight, sense, touch and taste. The result of this spiritual presence is that those who take part in the sacrament of The Lord’s Supper with a proper understanding do feed upon the body and blood of Christ; not in a physical way, but in a spiritual manne so that truly and really by faith they receive and apply to themselves Christ crucified, and all the benefits of his death.

Question 171: How are they that receive the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper to prepare themselves before they come to it?

Answer: They that receive the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper are, before they come, to prepare themselves for it by examining themselves of their standing in Christ and realising their sins and need of him; To confirm the truth and measure of their knowledge, faith, repentance; their love to God and the brethren; their care and concern for all humanity; their forgiving those that have done them wrong; their desires for Christ and of their obedience to his commands; Preparation  for the Lord’s Supper involves renewing the practice of these graces, by serious meditation, and fervent prayer.

Question 172: May someone who doubts if he or she is in Christ, or wonders if their preparation is sufficient, come to the Lord’s Supper?

Answer: Someone who doubts if he or she is in Christ, or wonders if their preparation is sufficient for the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, may be truly in Christ even though he or she does not yet have assurance of that faith. In God’s eyes such a person has faith if they really are worrying about not having it and genuinely desire to be in Christ and to cease from sin. If someone is in this position then (because the promises are made, and this sacrament is appointed, for the support of weak and doubting Christians) he or she is to regret their lack of faith and work to have their doubts resolved; and as part of that process they may, indeed ought to come to the Lord’s Supper so that their spiritual life may be made stronger.

Question 173: May any who profess the faith, and desire to come to the Lord’s Supper, be stopped from taking part in it?

Answer: Anyone who is found to be ignorant of what the Lord’s Supper is about or anyone involved in scandalous behaviour such as would lead others away from faith, in spite of their profession of the faith, and desire to come to the Lord’s Supper, such a person may and ought to be kept from the sacrament, by the power which Christ has given to his church, until they receive instruction, and demonstrate their reformed behaviour.

Question 174: What is required of those who receive the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at the time of the administration of it?

Answer: It is required of those who receive the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper that, during the time of the administration of it, they wait upon God with all holy respect and concentration and paying attention.  Although seeing the bread and wine and the actions of the minister they are carefully to discern the Lord’s body, and meditate with love on his death and sufferings and thereby realise in themselves a strengthening exercise of the graces purchased for them. They are to judge themselves and sorrow for their sins; to hunger and thirst for Christ and feed on him by faith. As they feed on him they are to receive of his completeness, trust in his merits, rejoice in his love, give thanks for his grace, renew of their covenant with God, and renew their love to all the saints.

Question 175: What is the duty of Christians after they have received the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper?

Answer: The duty of Christians after they have received the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, is seriously to consider: How they have behaved themselves during the sacrament and ask whether they benefited from it. If they find new life and comfort then they should bless God for it, beg for it to be continued, be on their guard against relapse into sin. They should fulfill their vows especially to encourage themselves to attend The Lord’s Supper as frequently as they can. However, if they find no present benefit then they should resolve to review their preparation for, and practice at, the sacrament. In both these ways if they can approve themselves to God and their own consciences they are to wait for the fruit of it in due time. If they see they have failed in either way they should be humble and resolve to try harder in these areas for next time.

Question 176: In what way are the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper similar?

Answer: The sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are similar in that the author of both is God; the spiritual part of both is Christ and his benefits. Both sacraments are seals of the same covenant, are to be dispensed by ministers of the gospel, and by none other; and to be continued in the church of Christ until his second coming.

Question 177: In what way are the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper different?

Answer: The sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are different, in that Baptism is to be administered only once, with water, to be a sign and seal of our regeneration and being grafted into Christ. Baptism applies also to infants. In contrast, the Lord’s Supper is to be administered often, using bread and wine to represent and show Christ as spiritual food for the soul; and to verify our continuing and growth in him. The Lord’s Supper is only for those who are old enough to be able to examine themselves.
Question 178: What is prayer?

Answer: Prayer is an offering up of our desires to God, in the name of Christ, by the help of his Spirit; with confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of his mercies.

Question 179: Are we to pray only to God?

Answer: God is the only one able to search the hearts, hear the requests, pardon the sins and fulfil the desires of everyone. God is the only to be believed in, and worshiped with religious worship. Thus, prayer, which is a special part worship, is to be made by everyone to him alone, and to none other.

Question 180: What does it mean to pray in the name of Christ?

Answer: To pray in the name of Christ is, in obedience to his command, and in confidence on his promises, to ask mercy for his sake. This is not by bare mentioning of his name; but by drawing our encouragement to pray and our boldness, strength, and hope of acceptance in prayer, from Christ and his mediation.

Question 181: Why are we to pray in the name of Christ?

Answer: The sinfulness of each man and each woman is the cause our great distance from God so that no-one can come into his presence without a mediator. There is no-one in heaven or earth appointed to, or fit for, that glorious work of mediation except Christ alone; thus we are to pray in no other name except his.

Question 182: How does the Spirit help us to pray?

Answer: We do not know what to pray for as we ought, the Spirit helps our frailty by enabling us to understand both for whom, and what, and how prayer is to be made;. The Spirit works in and makes alive our hearts (although not to the same degree in everyone, nor all the time for anyone) so that we take hold of the loves and graces we need to be able to pray correctly.

Question 183: For whom are we to pray?

Answer: We are to pray for the whole church of Christ upon earth; for civil authorities and ministers; for ourselves, our brethren, and also for our enemies; for all kinds of people now alive or who shall live in the future but not for the dead, nor for those that are known to have sinned the sin which is to death.

Question 184: For what things are we to pray?

Answer: We are to pray for all things that increase the glory of God, the welfare of the church, our own or others good; but not for anything that is unlawful.

Question 185: How are we to pray?

Answer: We are to pray with awe, understanding of the majesty of God and with deep sense of our own unworthiness, requirements and sins; we are to pray with penitent, thankful, and enlarged hearts; with understanding, faith, sincerity, passionate love, and perseverance, waiting upon him, with humble submission to his will.

Question 186: What rule has God given to us to explain the duty of prayer?

Answer: The whole Word of God is of use to show us the duty of prayer but the special rule of direction is that form of prayer which our Saviour Christ taught his disciples which is usually called “the Lord’s Prayer.”
Question 187: How is the Lord’s Prayer to be used?

Answer: The Lord’s Prayer is not only for direction, that is, a pattern we can use to, make other prayers, but may also be used as a prayer itself if it is done with understanding, faith, reverence and other graces necessary to the correct  performance of the duty of prayer.

Question 188: How many parts are there in the Lord’s Prayer?

Answer: There are three parts to the Lord’s Prayer; a preface, petitions, and a conclusion.

Question 189: What does the preface of the Lord’s Prayer teach us?

Answer: The preface of the Lord’s Prayer (Our Father in heaven), teaches us when we pray to draw near to God with confidence of his fatherly goodness and our claim as children in that goodness. It teaches us to draw near to God with reverence and a childlike attitude; with eyes set on heavenly matters yet with due understanding of his sovereign power, majesty, and gracious consideration of us. It also teaches us to pray with and for others.

Question 190: What do we pray for in the first petition?

Answer: In the first petition (which is, Hallowed be thy name), we acknowledge the utter inability and disinclination that is in ourselves and all men to honour God correctly and we pray that God would by his grace enable and incline us and others to know, to acknowledge and highly to regard him, his titles, character, commands, Word, works and whatever he is pleased to make himself known by. We pray that he would enable us and others to glorify him in thought, word, and deed: that he would prevent and remove atheism, ignorance, idolatry, swearing and anything that is dishonourable to him. We pray that by his overruling providence, he would control everything to his own glory.

Question 191: What do we pray for in the second petition?

Answer: In the second petition (which is, Your kingdom come), we acknowledge ourselves and all mankind to be by nature under the power of sin and Satan. We therefore pray, that the kingdom of sin and Satan may be destroyed, the gospel propagated throughout the world, the Jews called, the fullness of the Gentiles brought in. We pray that the church is supplied with all the gospel officers and commands it needs, that the church is purged from corruption and accepted and protected by the civil magistrates: We pray that the commands of Christ may be properly and purely made known and made effective in the converting of those that are yet in their sins, and the confirming, comforting, and building up of those that are already converted: We pray that Christ would rule in our hearts here on earth and hasten the time of his second coming, and our reigning with him forever: We pray that he would be pleased to put into effect the kingdom of his power in all the world in such a way as may best lead to these ends.

Question 192: What do we pray for in the third petition?

Answer: In the third petition (which is, Your will be done in earth, as it is in heaven), we acknowledge that by nature we and all men are not only utterly unable and unwilling to know and do the will of God, but are all prone to rebel against his Word, to complain and mutter against his providential control of the world and that we are wholly inclined to do the will of the selfish self and of the devil: We pray, that God would by his Spirit take away from ourselves and others all blindness, weakness, inclinations and obstinacy of heart; and by his grace make us able and willing to know, do, and submit to his will in all things; and to serve with the same humility, cheerfulness, faithfulness, thoroughness, enthusiasm, sincerity and reliability as the angels do in heaven.

Question 193: What do we pray for in the fourth petition?

Answer: In the fourth petition (which is, Give us this day our daily bread), we acknowledge that in Adam and by our own sin, we have forfeited our right to all the physical blessings of this life and deserve to be wholly deprived of them by God and to have them cursed to us in the use of them. We acknowledge that neither are they of themselves are able to sustain us, nor do we to merit, or are we by our own industry able to procure them. We acknowledge that we are prone to desire, get, and use them unlawfully: We pray for ourselves and others, that both they and we will be able to wait upon the providence of God from day to day and by using lawful means may, of his free gift, and as his fatherly wisdom shall seem best, enjoy a sufficient allowance of them. We pray that we may have the same allowance continued and blessed to us in our holy use of them, and our contentment in them. We also pray to be kept from all things that are unhelpful to our daily physical support and comfort.

Question 194: What do we pray for in the fifth petition?

Answer: In the fifth petition (which is, Forgive us our debts, as we have forgiven our debtors), we acknowledge, that we and all others are guilty both of original and actual sin, and thus have become debtors to the justice of God; and that neither we, nor any other creature, can make the least satisfaction for that debt: We pray for ourselves and others, that God of his free grace would, through the obedience and satisfaction of Christ, understood and applied by faith, acquit us both from the guilt and punishment of sin and accept us in his Beloved. We pray that he will continue his favour and grace to us, pardon our daily failings, and fill us with peace and joy, in giving us daily more and more assurance of forgiveness. We are made bold to ask this and encouraged to expect it when we have this witness in ourselves; that we from the heart forgive others their offences against us.

Question 195: What do we pray for in the sixth petition?

Answer: In the sixth petition (which is, And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil), we acknowledge that the most wise, righteous, and gracious God, for various holy and just ends, may so order things, that we may be assaulted, obstructed and for a time led captive by temptations. We acknowledge that Satan, the world and our own selfishness are ready powerfully to draw us aside, and trap us; and that we know that, even after the pardon of our sins, because of our corruption, weakness, and failure to be on guard we are not only subject to be tempted, and even rush to expose ourselves to temptations. We know that of ourselves we are unable and unwilling to resist them, unable and unwilling to recover from them, and even have a tendency to make them worse  so that we are only worth to be left under the power of them: We pray, that God would so overrule the world and all in it, that he would subdue our selfishness and restrain Satan, that he would order all things, bestow and bless all means of grace, and enable us to guard the use of them, so that we and all his people may by his providence be kept from being tempted to sin; or, if tempted, that by his Spirit we may be powerfully supported and enabled to stand in the hour of temptation: or when fallen, raised again and recovered from it, and have a sanctified use and improvement so that our sanctification and salvation may be completed, Satan trodden under our feet, and we fully freed from sin, temptation, and all evil, forever.

Question 196: What does the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer teach us?

Answer: The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer (which is, For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.), teaches us to strengthen our petitions with points, which are to be taken, not from any worthiness in ourselves, or in any other creature, but from God alone. It teaches us that with our prayers we are to add praises, ascribing to God alone eternal sovereignty, omnipotence, and glorious excellence. Because of these things, as he is able and willing to help us, so we by faith are made bold to plead with him that he would answer our requests, and meanwhile we are enabled quietly to rely that he will fulfill our requests. To testify this our desire and assurance, we say, Amen. So let it be.
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