Recovering the rainbow – April 29, 2007

Comment on weather and Pray

· Gen 9: The rainbow
· Tell the story briefly (sin, judgement, Noah and the ark to save – flood and destruction, salvation and now…)
· Covenant with man and with whole earth (Covenant is God’s work in solving a problem. We normally thing of the covenant of Grace where God solves the problem of our sins but there are several in the bible – this is typical of the covenants that God makes  in that God does it, there are no conditions, merely a work of God and there is a sign) 
· Sign of Covenant – Rainbow

· When God looks at it – He remembers – what? His promise, his covenant with not just humanity but whole earth – no matter how bad humanity becomes, I will not do that again

· God still remembers, do we ?

· When you look at it – He is looking back at you

Now move on to the other end of time

· Rev 4: Throne in Heaven
· Note that around the throne is a rainbow.

· What is happening is Worship of Christ
· Because he is Creator

· John 1:1-3 – without him nothing was created that was created

· He also Sustains

· Job 38,39
· Psalm 50:10, 104, 

· I am not just reading the bible to you, I am trying to make a point that God is concerned about his creation, He loves it and cares for it day by day 

· Col 1:15-17 – in him all things cohere – stick together
· Every moment  - these are among the reasons that Jesus in heaven is praised as creator.

What is happening is Worship of Christ as Creator. 
¿ Can we do less than the 24 elders?
I am not trying to forget or minimize salvation and Christ’s work on the cross – look at the next chapter of Revelation
· Rev 5: Throne in Heaven
· Here is Worship of Christ
· Because he is Redeemer
· Only he was able to open the scroll and make 

· a redeemed people

· a nation of priests to serve him

· to reign on the earth
· We are a part of those redeemed people 

· In our secular age there is a tendency to apply the philosophic categories of Platonism. In response to the gross materialism of our culture, the pursuit of money and more, more, more there is a tendency – no a temptation – to somehow consider actual ‘things’ as somehow less important than ideas, less important than spiritual things. That kind of partitioning of reality into two separate areas is not a Christian idea. We inherited it from the Greeks. The idea that ideas and thoughts are more important is a seductive idea and has led the church into all sorts of heresies. The real reality is the biblical reality. It is a not an either-or situation, but a both-and situation

· Called to worship Christ – as creator
· Called to worship Christ - as redeemer

· Worship of Christ 

· How can we worship him as Creator?
· Enjoy and praise him forever – In his weekly prayer letters, Jim is going through the shorter catechism.  This is where we started.

Question 1. What is the primary purpose of men and women?

Answer. The primary purpose of men and women is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.

· Did you notice the question for this week? Its about God’s creation.— This wasn’t planned because quite independently Jim started on the Shorter Catechism back in February and I had two sermons in Acts and merely a slot here. This wasn’t planned – not by Jim and I anyway. Who is in charge here!!!
· I think the first thing is a sense of awe - with David, that sweet singer of the Psalms: Psalm 8
· secondly: He cares for his creation (the verses I read above) Give thanks for his provision: Phil 4:19 

· (difference between us and Joe Blow down the road – we know where our food comes from - and we give thanks)
· thirdly:  we can use the fact of creation as an ‘in’ – a point of contact in our evangelism. I do not mean here to get involved in arguements about creation/evolution with them; but for us to be encouraged that God has gone before us. --- ---- and to praise Jesus Christ for this fact
· God has already spoken to them before we start

· He gives all humanity rationality (John 1:9)

· He gives all men ethics (Rom 2) – they know they are guilty

· He tells all humanity of his divine power and majesty (Rom 1:20)
· He tells all humanity of his love – rain on the just and the unjust.
· The fact that all of us know what love and relationships are is yet another evidence. Remember “it is not good that man should be alone” is God’s diagnosis, not some aspect of evolution
· The point is, that God has already spoken to them, they can and should deduce so much, but they cannot rationally work out that God so loved the world that he sent his son. They can’t deduce the Lamb who died for them. They need that to be revealed to them. 
· It has been revealed to them – in the bible - So Now we can tell then the good news .. but a lot relies on the fact that we and they are the same.. created in God’s image, sharing his world
· Worship of Christ 

· How can we worship him as Creator?

· It is part of our calling to be like Christ – now, being Christ-like is all too often limited to our general attitude, patient and humble, turning the other cheek, not returning insult for insult “Like the sheep before the shearer he was dumb” says Isaiah 53 - 1 Peter 2:23…. But being Christ-like is not limited just to our attitudes;

· Being Christlike outworks in our actions – or should outwork in our actions

· Care for people Ps146:6-10
· Over and over again we are told that he healed all their illnesses – one of the signs of the messiah was healing. Matt 11 - Now, we cannot heal at a word, but we can be like Luke: hospitals and nursing are Christian activities.

· (Matt 25 – Sheep and Goats) clothing, feeding and caring for those worse off than we are – “Even a cup of cold water will do”
· Sacrificial care, “Think of others as better than yourself” – and any sacrifice we make should be perfect (as far as we can be) –without spot or blemish. 

· (Very often we get paralysed because we are so aware of our sin and failures. One of the joys of the Christian message is that this is not our problem. No matter how good our work and praise is, it is always in this age going to be tainted by sin. All our offering are like a ball of multi-coloured wool; all the colours tangled up, all the strands of goodness and selfishness interwined. However, we have the greater sorter-out on our side. He can disentangle the good from the bad and offer up the good bits to our father and his father.
There are no little people out there, everyone is created in the image of God and that image while damaged and bent by the fall is still there. These are potentially God-like people we are serving. Christ cared for people, so should we.

· Worship of Christ 
· How can we worship him as Creator?
· Called to be Christ-like – to be like Christ
· We have looked at care for people 

· Care for the world

· Luther – was asked – what would he do if he knew that the Lord would return in October – his answer was “I’d make a garden!” we have to remember that we were placed on this earth to look after it. God planted a garden in Eden and put Adam into it. We are also called to put order into the world.

· By quoting Luther, I am not suddenly introducing ‘new’ doctrine. This was reformation doctrine yes – and I’ll pick up on that in a minute. It is a consistent Christine doctrine through all the ages. Celtic Christianity enjoyed and made a whole art-form out of a Christian Love of Nature

· Calvinism quote (ie reformation doctrine)
Calvin’s doctrines have a consciousness that centres on "the sovereignty of God". In principle, the doctrine of God has pre-eminent place in every category of theology, including thereformed understanding of how a person ought to live. For a reformed Christian who follows Calvin’s stream of thought presupposes that the goodness and power of God have a free, unlimited range of activity, and this works out as a conviction that God is at work in all realms of existence, including the spiritual, physical, and intellectual realms, whether secular or sacred, public or private, on earth or in heaven.

According to this viewpoint, the plan of God is worked out in every event. God is seen as the creator, preserver, and governor of each and every thing. This produces an attitude of absolute dependence on God, which is not identified only with temporary acts of piety (for example, prayer); rather, it is an all-encompassing pattern of life that, in principle, applies to any mundane task just as it also applies to taking communion. For the Christian, all of life is the Christian religion.

One of the wonders of the reformation is that it gave dignity to ordinary work and labour. This is our heritage, let us not lose it

A couple of comments
· Being responsible (not easy) 

· since fall – hard work)

· No promise of ease this side of heaven

Worship of Christ 

· How can we worship him as Creator?

· Called to be Christ-like – to be like Christ

· We have looked at care for people

· We have looked at care for the world

· Now: Be creative
· Although creation itself was ‘ex-nihilo’ – from nothing – and much of it was ‘at command – “God said: and it was”  it is also true that not everything that happened  in creation was like that; quite a lot was using existing materials – plants from the ground, sea creatures from the sea and Adam from the dust. There is a ‘rearranging’ of what is there
· That is how we can be creative; using paint and canvas to ‘create’ pictures. Using wood and pottery to create sculptures, rearranging words to make poems and novels. Man is a creating creature, it is part of being in the image of God. Being like Christ means exercising this aspect of our imageness

· – but nothing less than our best will do – being like Christ means doing it properly
There are other things, but creation is a big area ….to finish
· Recovering the Rainbow 
· In one sense we do not need to recover the rainbow. By God’s grace it will always be there, a perpetual reminder to him and us of judgment and grace --- but we do need to recover our joy in it and the rest of creation.
· Christ is both redeemer and creator. Our theology, our actions should not be one-sided and limited. We should worship Christ both as Creator and as Redeemer. To do anything less is to be half Christians. To be missing out on part of our heritage, but more seriously to be missing out on part of our duty.

· How can we worship him as Creator?

· Called to be Christ-like – to be like Christ

· Summary – care for others, care for creation, joy in everyday things and a joy in  artistry
· Why was it created – for his enjoyment

· Why were we created – to enjoy God and worship him forever
· Worship Christ as creator

· Enjoy Christ as creator – by being like Christ in our hearts, being like Christ in our actions, being like Christ in our loves
read
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