Salvation History (4) Psalm 135
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When I prepare a sermon, the first thing I do is read and pray over the passage, work out what it is about and then maybe go see what someone else has said about it This psalm is made up of bits and pieces from all sorts of other places in Scripture. Several of the commentators say it is a mosaic psalm. That confused me because there are bits from Jeremiah and Isaiah and it talks about the conquest of Canaan, So I am confused, it can’t have been written by Moses. Then it clicked, they meant mosaic as in a Roman floor – made up of bits and pieces carefully put together to make a whole – that kind of mosaic – sometimes I can be too clever for my own good!

· So it is a mosaic – 

· not here meaning from Moses but like a tesselated pavement made up of bits from elsewhere (eg Ps 134) In his opening comments to this psalm  in “The treasury of David” Spurgeon easily finds 9 references elsewhere in scripture
·  Why was it written? why is it made up of bits and pieces? – I’ll quote Spurgeon
“The whole Psalm is a compound of many choice extracts, and yet it has all the continuity and freshness of an original poem. The Holy Spirit occasionally repeats himself; not because he has any lack of thoughts or words, but because it is expedient for us that we hear the same things in the same form. Yet, when our great Teacher uses repetition, it is usually with instructive variations, which deserve our careful attention

So we need to listen. When God speaks once it is important, when he repeats himself it is really important, so let us listen hard and respond with attention.
~~~~
What is it? 

It is an Hallel – “Praise The LORD” 6 times in this Psalm, first and last
Hallel means, boast in, make a joyful noise about, shout and sing - so at the Triumphal entry into Jerusalem they danced and sang Hallel – Praise the King – and it gives an extra understanding when Paul uses the word “boast” – don’t boast in your works, but if anyone wants to boast let him boast in the Lord – it is a call to praise the Lord. 
Here is an outline (slide) but just outline it here

· A call to worship God (v1-2)

· Why? The psalm gives 6 reasons 

· Because he is good (v3)

· Because He Chose Israel (v4)

· Because He is the Creator and ruler of the world(v5-7)

· Because He rules in history  (v8-14)

· Judging and defeating enemies (v8-11)

· Loves and gifts His people (v12-14)

· By comparison with Him Idols are useless (v15-18)

· Back to the beginning.. A call to worship (v19-21)

Hallel

~~~~
Call to Worship: v1-3 – Because the Lord is Good

1: Praise LORD ! Praise the name of the LORD; sing praises, you servants of the LORD; 

2:  you who stand in the house of the LORD in the courts of the house of our God; 

3:  praise The LORD! For the LORD is good! Sing praises to His name, for it is delightful
How many times? – 5 times in 3 verses a command to “praise the Lord”
Just a translation point from v3 – all the commentators make the point that v3 is not saying it is pleasant for us to sing praises to God, but that the Name to whom we sing is delightful – Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good, Sing praises to His delightful name (or the name because it is a delightful name)– that is the import of verse three. Of course it is pleasant for us to sing praises to his Name, “rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say it, Rejoice” says Paul. It is a delight to sing praises to God, to rejoice in what he has done and we are going to be looking at that aspect, seeing what God has done that is worthy of praise,  but here the psalmist is saying that the name is delightful, 
· what name? 
· that Name that God gave himself, the great “I am” name – mentioned 6 times in these verses and translated in our bibles all in capitals – The  LORD, the name he himself gave to us through Moses – I am that I am
The Primary reason why we should worship God is simply because He is
Our worship should be unconditional, not dependant upon what God has done but just because of who he is. The Great and Good “I am”

The reformers who wrote the Prayer book wrote “It is very meet, right and our bounden duty that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto Thee, O Lord Almighty, Everlasting God”

The Primary reason why we should worship God is simply because He is
Only when we begin by worshipping God for who he is should we begin to look at other reasons for our worship.  But of course we are a limited people and we need reasons to do things – so our gracious God gives us some reasons, and we will see them in this Psalm;  but fundamentally we should worship God just because he is.
~~~~
Only when we worship God for who he is do we begin to look at other reasons for our worship

So let us look at the other reasons that lead us to worship God, that begin to tell us something about who he is and what he does

Here is the most important additional reason Why? v4 – Because The Lord Chose his people
4: For the LORD has chosen Jacob to be his own, Israel to be His special treasure! 

In true Hebrew poetic style –parallelism - the point is stated twice - For the LORD has chosen Jacob to be his own, Israel to be His special treasure
 but here it is also an ascending idea in two ways

· – Who did he choose? He chose Jacob, the schemer, the grasper. He was born holding on to his brother’s heel. He connived and stole his brother’s birthright. His name “Jacob” means ‘he grasps’ or ‘he supplants’  - not a nice person! 

· but God chose him, Not merely chose this ‘not nice’ person but chose him to be his very own

· When a person meets God that person is changed (as Jerram pointed out last week about Zaccheus) That person is changed – “grasper” “supplanter” became “Israel”, literally either “God ruled over him” or “He will rule with God”. In fact, both are not only possible but what actually happened.

· God ruled over him and he became a changed person

· He did rule over his people with God

· He became a treasured possession of God.
· But there is another extension to the parallelism – Israel became a nation (as God had promised) and God chose the whole nation to be his treasured possession
That expression “treasured possession” is used exclusively of God’s people, so another part of the ascending parallelism is God chose Jacob as his own and a people (Israel) to be his treasured possession.

Deuteronomy 7:6 For you are a holy people to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be His own treasure out of all the people on the face of the earth. The LORD did not set His love on you or choose you because you were more in number than any people, for you were the fewest of all peoples. But because the LORD loved you and is keeping the oath that he promised our forefathers
~~~~
Only when we worship God for who he is do we begin to look at other reasons for our worship

Here is the next additional reason Why? v5-7 – Because The Lord Rules over the earth
5:  Indeed, I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is above all gods. 

6:  Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all deeps. 

7:  He it is who makes the clouds rise at the end of the earth, who makes lightning with the rain and brings forth the wind from his storehouses. 

Note the personal here “I know” that the Lord is great. “I know” that He does whatever he wants in the whole of his creation, He does what he wants to do in heaven, He does what he wants to do on the earth he does what he wants to do in the seas, even to the very depths. Jim introduced this series with Psalm 8, the psalm that speaks about what God has made.  “when I consider the heavens, the moon and the stars the works of your hands that you have made” Here we are looking at God’s control of his creation. 

But this isn’t just an idea = remote idea of God sitting up in the clouds and looking at it like the old paintings, No, as we will see in a minute, He interacts into his creation – He does whatever he wants to, but it is at a very precise and personal level, personal to us.
Just a couple of psalms away in Psalm 139 7-12 we read the same kind of thing on a more personal level. 

(You need to be an Israelite standing up and doing the gestures to appreciate what is being said here they faced East when the used the points of the compass)

“Where shall I hide from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? 

If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in the depths, you are there! 

If I take the wings of the morning (East) or dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea (west), 

even there your hand shall lead me (North), and your right hand shall hold me (South). 

If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night," 

even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you

I can’t run away and hide from God, ashamed of what I have done – true! 
But there is another side to that, as Jesus told us. God’s control is completely overarching. He see’s every sparrow that falls. Even the hairs on your head are numbered. He cares for his creation, he looks after us moment by moment. 
Why does he do so? Because he chooses to do just what he wants to do – Whatever the LORD pleases, he does: 
And we who have the New Testament know what pleases him. He sent his own son to rescue us. God proves his love for us says Romans because at just the right time, but while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

· God controls his Universe, nothing escapes his attention, our sins, our angers, our lies, our hatreds, our fears, our joys, our good moments: everything is seen by him with whom we have to do
· God controls his Universe, and does exactly what pleases Him

· And what pleases Him? – to lead many sons and daughter to glory – Oh yes, it cost Him, but that is His choice.

Christ came, at just the right time – leads us on the next two reasons Why? The Lord rules in History
~~~~
v8-14 – Because The Lord Rules in History
· Over the nations

· 8: He it was who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, both of man and of beast; 

· 9: who in your midst, O Egypt, sent signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants; 

· 10:  who struck down many nations and killed mighty kings, 

· 11:  Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan, and all the kingdoms of Canaan, 

David Harris did such a good job about this area that I am only going to remind you of two things that he said to us: 

The first part about ruling in history: We have just been talking about the way in which God rules over his creation and there was a little note in v5 that he is above the gods of the nations. The nations tend to see the power of nature, the sun the waves, etc - and chose these as Gods- so God controls these elements as we have just looked at. In fact, the plagues in Egypt were specifically beating one Egyptian god after another and reducing them and their followers to impotence. The final and most devastating godlet that was destroyed was Pharaoh's son for each Pharaoh became a god when he died – in the destruction of the first-born God is killing the next “god” but one! This was a quick and devastating reminder that our God controls the future too.

Then the next verses, 10 and 11 not just Egyptians but the godletss and kings of the nations who opposed the people after they left Egypt and the kings in the promised land itself  
This is the second thing David told us that I want to remind us of. 
As we all know, remember and can read, the people were not exactly faithful to God in the wilderness wanderings and yet there is no mention here of their faithlessness. No mention of their sins merely the statement that God defeated nations and kings – and named especially Sihon and Og and the kings of Canaan. 
In terms of where we are in history, we are through the wilderness wanderings and on to the next stage, the taking of the land, firstly Transjordan with Sihon and Og and then under Joshua and the defeat of the Kings of Canaan. 
But, God does it without any mention of their sins. He does it for them 
because he loves them, they are his treasured possession

And that brings us to the second part of God ruling in History, why did he choose to do this? And the answer is:

· He did it for his people

· 12:  and gave their land as a heritage, a heritage to his people Israel. 

· 13:  Your name, O LORD, endures forever, your renown, O LORD, throughout all ages. 

· 14:  For the LORD will vindicate his people and have compassion on his servants
As the psalmist considers this wonder he reverts to the first person; he himself addresses God; he himself praises God for the name and renown of God’s name. 
· The LORD, a name that is throughout all the ages. The same yesterday today and forever. 
· The LORD whose renown (the memory of what he has done) continues, who continues today to have care and compassion on his servants. 
· A God who today and into the future will continue to vindicate his people – strive for them, plead their cause in the law courts and have compassion on his servants (that is the great word ‘grace and comfort’ ) he comforts his servants. 

~~~~
Only when we worship God for who he is do we begin to look at other reasons for our worship

Here the last additional reason Why? v15-18 – Because Idols are useless – the comparison is obvious

15: The idols of the nations are silver and gold, the work of men's hands; 

16:  they have mouths, but they say nothing; they have eyes, but they see nothing; 

17:  they have ears, but they hear nothing; yea, there is no breath in their mouths. 

18:Those who make them are like them, everyone who is trusting in them.
I think there is little to add to that except this: It is necessary for us to look at what today’s idols are for we rarely bow down to a golden calf today.  So I thought I’d have a brief look at idols and see what the bible says about them.

The first point about an idol is that the material from which it is made is not itself evil or bad. 
There is nothing wrong with gold, it is used in the bible as a measure of purity, The word of the Lord is described as more precious than gold and our faith is more precious than gold says Peter, but these statements indicate the worth of gold. 
· There is nothing wrong with gold in and of itself. 
· There is nothing wrong with calves in and of themselves. 
· But There is something wrong with a golden calf

It is only when men and women take these good things and make them into something else, then use them as in the wrong way that they become wrong. Of course, not everything we make is wrong. Artistry is one of the great gifts from God. They sought ought skilled artists to make some wonderful things for the Tabernacle and the later they used skilled people to make items for Solomon’s temple. What becomes wrong is the use that things are put to.
Let me read part of Isaiah  44 to you

Isaiah 44:14…He plants a cedar and the rain nourishes it. Then it becomes fuel for a man. He takes a part of it and warms himself; he kindles a fire and bakes bread. Also he makes a god and worships it; he makes it an idol and falls down before it. 

Half of it he burns in the fire. Over this half he eats meat; he roasts it and is satisfied. Also he warms himself and says, "Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire!" 

And the rest of it he makes into a god, his idol, and falls down to it and worships it. He prays to it and says, "Deliver me, for you are my god!" 

They know not, nor do they discern, for he has shut their eyes, so that they cannot see, and their hearts, so that they cannot understand. 

No one considers, nor is there knowledge or discernment to say, "Half of it I burned in the fire; I also baked bread on its coals; I roasted meat and have eaten. And shall I make the rest of it an abomination? Shall I fall down before a block of wood?" He feeds on ashes; a deluded heart has led him astray, and he cannot deliver himself or say, "Is there not a lie in my right hand? 

· So the first thing is, that something is not bad in itself, it becomes bad, it becomes an idol; when men and women use it in the wrong way  

· And the second point that IS bad, is what they do with it. They are trusting it, praising it - rather than the God who does whatsoever he please, 

· They chose to trust a powerless “thing” rather than the God who controls the universe

· They chose to worship a “thing” rather the personal God who can do whatsoever he pleases 

· They choose to trust an inanimate object that can do nothing rather than the God who chooses to love and deliver His chosen people

As we read the OT we can see the gods the people worshipped, the “queen of heaven”, “the starry host”, The grain god - Dagon, The fish goddess of Ninevah, the fertility goddess Astarte (Ishtar) and the Baals who were local gods of the Canaanites. 
We no longer chase after these godlets, who and what do we chase after?

· Some put their trust in wealth, job security, possessions – all good things in and of themselves but we should not award them the status of gods – I’m sure this is all old hat to you, to be warned against a love of money. The love of money is the root of all evil says Paul. But there is another side to this one. What do you do when you don’t have enough. Do you start fretting and worrying. For many of us this is the other side, we struggle to make ends meet. Its not that we lust after money, but we’d like enough. It is very easy for that worry to begin to consume us and to distract us from our trust of God. We pray “give us this day our daily bread” but do we actually trust God to do it?
· Some put their trust in peace and privacy, good health  – again good things to have but not to hold tightly to. Again – and I can really relate to the health issue – it is easy to spend far too much time and effort worrying about it rather than trusting God.   What are we told ?  “which one of you by worry can add an inch to your stature or an hour to your life – rather seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness ” (Luk 12, Matt 6)
· Some put their trust in their future – maybe via the stars and horoscopes or in winning the lottery, maybe hoping their kids will put right where they have failed  (my parents “when my ship comes in”)
The issue is always what do you trust in – and do you trust it more than God?

I want to warn us all about one thing that it is very easy to begin to rely one, but let me set the background again

· Our God is not an idol, he rules the heavens and the earth and the deepest seas

· Our God is not an idol he rules history

· Our God does whatever pleases him 

· All that we have and are is a result of His choosing us. 
· He chose us in Christ before the world began. 
· He chooses you, and you and me and you and calls each one of us = by our own names = into fellowship with his Son. 
· He has called us, adopted us, justified us, sanctified us and promised that we will be fully saved and taken into glory. 
· In one very real sense it is nothing to do with us, it is all to do with Him. 

In this context – God’s overruling love and power - sometimes we let our worries and our feelings get the better of us.  Iv’e given some examples above, and I want to zero in on our assurance: far too often
· We don’t feel saved – so what? He has saved us. 
· We still feel guilty. So what? we are not actually guilty; God has paid the price: not maybe but actually, really, in the past, in history… Its done and dusted. To allow ourselves to be consumed by guilt feelings  is an example of failing to trust God
Note very especially, that feelings are not bad things in and of themselves, they are great and glorious things: They are part of what humanity, saved humanity, is about. Weep with those who weep says James, and rejoice with those who rejoice.  As I said to the children earlier this year, Our God is a God who provides feasts and parties. He knows who we are and loves to give us things to enjoy. 
But feelings can be very powerful and there is nothing wrong in that, several of us – me included – were in tears last week. Where the problem comes is when we let them have the mastery and let our feelings control us. No matter how we feel, and that can change day upon day and month upon month, the reality is that God has saved us and our feelings should lead us in a response to that cast-iron fact.

So what should be our response to that rock-solid fact?
~~~~

So what should be our response to that cast-iron fact the rock-solid fact of our salvation

What should be our response to the God who is

and who manifests himself in His control of the universe

and who manifests himself in His control history

and who manifests himself in His choosing us and rewarding us

The Psalmist returns to Hallel 

v19-21 – Praise the LORD - Hallel

· 19:  O house of Israel, bless the LORD! O house of Aaron, bless the LORD! 

· 20:  O house of Levi, bless the LORD! You who fear the LORD, bless the LORD! 

· 21: Blessed be the LORD from Zion, he who dwells in Jerusalem! 

Praise the LORD! 

All the peoples of the LORD, praise the LORD

In the beginning of the psalm, it was the Levites, the temple servants who were called to praise – here it is all the chosen people – Israel - but especially the priests (house of Aaron) and Levites – all who fear the Lord. Praise the Lord who dwells in Zion and who lives among his people in Jerusalem. 

For this is our mystery. The God of promises keeps his covenant promise to be God to his people, to let them be his people and that he will dwell among them Immanuel – God with us, The psalmist tells us that the God of Zion lives among his people in Jerusalem. 

But we know more. We have the New Testament. He has chosen us, each one of us by our own name to be his treasured possession. WE are called to praise, listen to Peter

1Peter 2:9-10 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy

WE have been made priests – Hallel is our joyful duty – Praise the LORD

<¿keep ‘til later?>

Mal 3:16-17  Then those who feared the LORD spoke together, each person to his neighbor. And the LORD listened and heard. And a Book of Remembrance was written before Him for those who feared the LORD, and for those esteeming His name. 

And they shall be Mine, says the LORD of Hosts, for the day that I will make up my treasure
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