Petersfield Evangelical Church “Creation #3”
10-March-2013

Turn to Proverbs 



Greetings from IPC – Pray

This is the last of a mini series of three sermons on Creation.
Over these three sermons I have tried to deal with “What God made”, “what happened to it” and “how we are to interact now”. 

The word “creation” has two meanings, the beginning – what happened at the beginning - and the now, what is out there now. The last two sermons looked at the beginning – this time is the now “what we can do about it”
Now we come to look at the other aspect of creation, not what happened; but what is now. Obviously how we view the creation now will depend on how we think of its origin. So let us just refresh our memories about the beginnings
In my first sermon I made the point that to believe what God says about creation requires faith Hebrews 11:3:  Through faith we understand that the worlds were formed at God’s command, so that what is seen were not made of things which are visible. – I am here talking to people who have that faith - this is not an evangelistic sermon, I am talking to people who have faith – we believe that God created the heaven and the earth. This is what God said. This is what we believe


In my second sermon I made the point that if people do not have faith, if they refuse to believe in God then their thinking becomes futile and their thoughts become depraved. They cannot even see God in this current creation. Romans 1:20-21 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse…. their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools…. And this is the kind of thing that our culture believes about the origin of our world.

Now that passage from Romans is about God’s judgment on people who think that way. I want to suggest some areas for us to think about and help us not to fall under a similar judgment.  

But again as I said in both my previous sermons we must remember that all humans are created in the image of God and while we all may say stupid and wrong things we all can say right and beautiful things. It is one of the results of the Fall that I talked about last time that we all do wrong things, we all have wrong thoughts, it is also part of what it means to be imaging God that we all can do good things too. We are a kind of hybrid being, part good part bad. The bad is always going to be judged and God has provided a way out for Jesus Christ has taken the punishment for sins. But the point I am making here is that the thoughts of the non-Christian are not to be rejected just because they are the thoughts of a non-Christian. In particular, much of the thoughts of modern science are good science and to my mind it is folly to eject them. Yes, as Romans says, much secular thought is futile but people are called to look at the evidences and come to the right conclusions. As the world comes to wrong conclusions we Christians are called to be wise, wise as serpents – yet innocent as doves 
Basically the main point of what I want to say today is a summary of the last two sermons. There are two kinds of Wisdom: 

· There is a wisdom given to all of humanity whereby they can add up 2+2 and make 4, we ought to look at creation and see God’s divine power and majesty. 

· There is another kind of wisdom that Christians can have being guided by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit: a wisdom that comes from relationship.
That’s the main point: Two kinds of wisdom, but I want to get at it by looking at what we can do about the creation now:

As I look at what we can do about the creation now, of course what I am actually thinking about at is the creation ordinance of work. The work that humanity was given at creation. The Command to look after the world.
Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them. And God said to them /charged them, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 

I want to look at some of the problems we have to deal with today and try and give some pointers as to how to be wise. But I do want to say that we cannot all be interested, concerned and active about everything. We are limited people and sometimes some things are more than we can handle or even understand – don’t let that be a problem. The principles I want to deal with apply to all that we do but the examples I am using may only be of importance to some of us. -  I am going to literally just touch on 2 examples: Climate Change and GM or GMO = Genetically Modified Organisms. But there will be a common theme, and that theme is justice for the poor for all that has gone wrong with the world has more and nastier impacts on the defenceless and the poor. God makes it clear that he has a great concern for the poor. The judges of Israel were commanded not to be equitable in administering justice but to be biased in favour of the poor, the fatherless and the widow. In a fallen world the idea of a level playing field for the rich and the poor is not God’s idea of justice. The underprivileged need our especial care. That is God’s command for all of us.
Good Ends achieved by Lawful Means

But we must act lawfully: We are not Marxists for whom the end justifies the means. We are not right-wing NeoCons for whom the end justifies the means. Try to hold on to the idea that what we are about is good ends achieved by lawful means
Consider the way scientists think, observation and deductions from those observations. We see a lot of that sort of thing in the book of Proverbs – here are just a few examples
· Go to the ant O sluggard, consider her ways and be wise (6:6) (use your common wisdom)
· Like clouds and wind without rain is the man who boasts of a gift that he does not give (25:14)

· It is better to live in a corner of the attic than to share a house with a quarrelsome wife (25:24)

· Like a muddied spring or a polluted fountain is a righteous man who gives way before the wicked. (25:26)

· Like an archer who wounds everyone is one who hires a passing fool or drunkard. (26:10)

I could go on: Here we see one kind of wisdom, accurate observation with shrewd and sometimes biting conclusions or deductions. This is God’s gift of wisdom for all men and women and we should thank him and praise him for it
But the book of Proverbs also talks about another kind of wisdom – we remember the repeated refrain “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom” – but what is wisdom? Or rather; ¿Who is wisdom?
Listen to Wisdom Talking: (In the poetry of Proverbs Wisdom is portrayed as a woman in contrast to a prostitute whose ways lead to Hell)  
Proverbs 8:22-36:“The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works, before his deeds of old; I was formed long ages ago, at the very beginning, when the world came to be. When there were no watery depths, I was given birth, when there were no springs overflowing with water; before the mountains were settled in place, before the hills, I was given birth, before he made the world or its fields or any of the dust of the earth.
I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, when he established the clouds above and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, when he gave the sea its boundary so the waters would not overstep his command, and when he marked out the foundations of the earth.
Then I was constantly at his side. I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing always in his presence, rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in mankind.
“Now then, my children, listen to me; blessed are those who keep my ways. Listen to my instruction and be wise; do not disregard it. Blessed are those who listen to me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway.
For those who find me find life and receive favour from the Lord. But those who fail to find me harm themselves;
The wisdom we are to seek is…? ...?...?...? In the poetry of Proverbs Wisdom is a lady, In the more prosaic Greek the word used is “the word” and that is the Lord– remember John 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
This second kind of “Wisdom” that we are to seek is our Lord and Saviour – him who said John 14:6 “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
More than 80 times in the New Testament is our faith related to truth. As truth in us, being in the truth, walking in the truth, having the truth; living with the Holy Spirit of truth, walking in step with the Spirit of truth
While there are those who are subjected by God to futile thinking because they reject God,  do note that the opposite for those who do accept God is not passively doing nothing, it is not just trying to think the kind of scientific way that we see in Proverbs and is the “light given to all men” as John 1 tells us but actively seeking that other kind of wisdom too, actively seeking to walk with Jesus or as wisdom herself says “Blessed are those who listen to me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway”
Only through thinking things through prayerfully and striving to serve Jesus in our thinking can we come close to thinking correctly about anything let alone something where the whole world thinks the other way
As examples: the two items of Climate Change and GMO – Genetically Modified Organisms
A: Climate Change: I personally think that the scientific evidence is beyond doubt for a very fast change in the climate on a world scale. I am not making any claims about causes; I am just saying that the evidence is there and it is going to happen – quite what is going to happen is uncertain. For instance, for us in the UK the models predict either long hot summers and bitterly cold winters or cold wet summers with cool wet winters! – The future is unclear as to exactly what is coming, but the facts are there and some predictions are also unchallenged – like the fact of temperature rise on a global scale and rises in the ocean level is also definite – and both are already happening.

¿So what should be our reaction to that? We can’t do the experiments and the modelling ourselves. Since the Fall we cannot command the world what to do to get back on track. ¿What can we do? 
Well, 
Firstly, how do we personally and individually react to particular disasters? The tsunami, the famines, the earthquakes? We know that Christ cared for the poor and the ill and the starving and I hope that we try to do something about it. I suspect that we try and alleviate the immediate problems by giving to the funds and praying for the people. 
Secondly, not all disasters are big disasters like the tsunami. There are local disasters too. Are you aware that the Trussell Trust sets up food-banks for the poor in this country and the situation is so serious that there are 3 new food-banks a week. We are not just talking about the poor of the Northern industrial cities but also there are poor people in the affluent South who are starving and need this help; who need help just to have one decent meal a week. There are local banks in this area. We can get involved here in volunteering and we can pray for local people.
 Thirdly, we can try to think about what it will mean if these climate predictions are anything near true – like a sea-level rise in the next 30 years that will put more than a million people in Bangladesh out of their homes and more importantly the loss of their rice-fields that feed many millions more when the water becomes too salty to grow rice.
It isn’t just the science; it’s the people we should be worrying about

Which brings me nicely to my second area: 
B: Foods, and in particular GMO – genetically modified organisms – foods. There are scientists seeking to add genes to rice so that it will grow in salty water. They are trying to do something about this problem that will happen as the seas rise. 

Now, I have a problem here. I suspect that nearly all of you know something about evolution but I am not so sure that everyone is aware of the scope of genetic modification – It is a technique that adds genes directly to the germ plasm of the cell so that the resultant organism that grows has some genetic material that was not originally its own – and it usually will be able to transfer this added material to its descendants. I am going to talk for a bit just about this subject – all secular, nothing spiritual – but I hope that you will be able to see the implications for Christian thought. Try to hold on to the idea that what we are about is good ends achieved by lawful means
Before I look at GM itself, let me say that we have been modifying the genes of plants and animals for millennia. We have bred a large variety of dogs, and cows and sheep. Sometimes we have selected sheep for white wool – the Merino; or we have selected for meat – the Dorset Down; we have Aberdeen Angus beef cows and Ayrshires for Dairy. We have produced high yielding barley, wheat and maize etc by selective breeding. We have influenced our environment radically by interfering with the natural process – fields are not “natural”. There is not a single bit of Britain that is a natural landscape, it is all artificial – even the Scottish Highlands are a Victorian theme park designed for hunting and fishing; (it all used to be farmed, nearly all of it shows evidence of farming right up to the “Clearance of the Highlands” from 1772 until about 1820.) 
We have profoundly influenced our world, in particular by breeding new and better animals and plants to feed more and more people.
Science has now found a way to do the breeding more quickly by Genetic Modification of the germ cells. And before I discuss any particular examples I want you to realise that some of the changes are merely that, a quicker way to get to an end point and in those cases I personally see no problems. To produce higher yielding maize as the world population doubles every three generations seems to me to be a good thing to do. To try to produce a variety of rice that will grow in salty water seems to me to be a very praiseworthy thing to try to do. 

Sometimes the efforts are a bit more than merely speeding up an ordinary process. As an example ‘Golden rice’: Each year 1/2M children in India die because of lack of vitamin A and a further 5M children are blind by the time they are 10. Some scientists have modified rice so that it produces carotene – the red colour in carrots – which human digestions can use to produce Vitamin A. The rice really is golden in colour, hence its name, and the person who funded this advance wants to give it away to everyone who needs it. It will breed true and will solve that problem of Vitamin A deficiency. Now here we have a case of inserting a gene that isn’t found in rice to make rice more useful. Is that bad? I cannot think so myself although there is opposition from the Greenpeace that this is the thin end of a wedge to introduce GM and from some in India that it is only dealing with one very small problem and diverting action from much bigger problems.
However, and here we do come to a problem. There is a company that produces a weed killer called Round-up. This company has discovered a way to insert a gene into some plants so that they ignore Round-up. That means a farmer growing such a crop can spray his fields with Round-up and his plants will not be affected but the weeds will be killed. It sounds OK but the farmer has to buy the special seed, and buy the Round-up; and he is not allowed to save the seed for next year. He has to buy expensive seed every year and expensive weed killer every year. The company has been very aggressive in law trying to protect its patents. Farmers are not even allowed to sow as seed feed that they bought for their animals. Also it looks as though there were not enough tests done to make sure that the special gene remained in the crop and there are reports of it producing not only modified crop over the road via hybridization with “ordinary” varieties on the next door farm but also transmission of the round-up resistant gene into wild relatives – different species - thus producing super-weeds which have to be dealt with by dreadful weed killers like the agent-orange the US Forces used to deforest South Vietnam. 
Just to give you an idea of the scale of the problem. In Europe we do not allow any GM food crops to be grown --- BUT – if you have ever eaten a spicy take-away or a biscuit then you most likely have eaten GM soya for we (and much of the world) gets its soya flour from the USA where more than 90% of all soya is GM, and also 90% of all corn (maize) and cotton is GM; in Canada a great deal of oilseed rape is GM too. And it is almost all controlled by one very aggressive company – and that applies worldwide, one company controls more than 95% of all GM products worldwide (and is in partnership with the other 5% of companies who also do GM)
When it comes to other GM food related modifications like making salmon grow faster in {{slide - fish}}
 –again it possibly could have been done by breeding Atlantic and Pacific salmon although it does include eel genes; or providing a gene for maize from a bacterium that produces pollen that kills one bug – a pest on maize -, but also kills all that bug’s relatives –which means all the butterflies – here we are into the realm of adding genes from one totally different organism to another, something that wouldn’t occur in nature. Those who defend such manipulation point out that I share 60% of my genetic material with a banana and ask what is my problem?. (My response in a conference last Saturday was to point out that I am not yellow lying on a plate waiting to be eaten; that is to say; that although I share 98% of my genes with a chimpanzee, even genes controlling to hair colour and eye colour, but I am not a chimpanzee) 
{{slide - cat}}
 – the purpose of a ‘glow in the dark’ fluorescent cat using jellyfish genes wasn’t just arbitrary. They are trying to find a gene that stops cats getting the cat equivalent of AIDS and the fluorescent gene is added to trace the other gene additions. If the cat fluoresces in the dark then she also has the ‘against aids’ gene. I don’t know what she thinks about or how it affects her ability to catch mice, but it is probably a good thing that they don’t have to test her to find out what genes she has. If she glows in the dark she has the anti AIDS gene
Another product to hit the news recently is a potato modified to produce a different kind of starch, not one for food but useable for paper making and other industrial processes – saving the forests.

Now, I am not dealing with the fact that a commercial company has to produce profits for its shareholders and its morals will not be ours. The question I am asking is this 
¿Is GM in itself good or bad? Remember, we are about lawful means for good ends.

The attempt to provide more food is a good one for the world has a real problem with too many people. The attempts to use GM to produce drugs to deal with specific illnesses also seems a good one – a bacterium was modified to produce human insulin in 1978 and has been the main source of insulin for 40 years now. There are many other areas where bacteria are commonly engineered to produce drugs and thousands of lives have been saved by these cleaner and purer drugs. (They used to make many of these drugs from corpses and that often spread disease. Now we can make these drugs pure from modified bacteria – in vats; the process is just like producing alcohol from yeast.)
¿What are the disadvantages? Escape into the wild is a major worry and what the resultant effects on our environment might be. These can only be resolved by very carefully controlled research. Here is a problem that has to be addressed and which all of us can become involved in: lobbying Parliament. Currently, the company proposing an introduction of a GM organism is solely responsible for proving that it is safe - and they are not motivated to ask the right questions. For instance, if a plant is designed to kill an insect pest the company is not even going to think about the effect of a lack of insects will have on the small birds that feed on insects – and even if it does think about that, it is not going to put money into that kind of research. This kind of research can only be done by independent people. ¿Who funds research nowadays in Europe? – the companies. When we see a debate about government funded research we should be pushing for such research, it cannot be left in the hands of the companies. I know of young Christians who are scientists who have not gone on to do doctorates because they could not find funding that was not to do biased work funded by a drugs company. We must have independent research. We, all of us can support independent research and encourage our MPs to support government funded research
Another problem which we see all too clearly is: ¿where are the boundaries to playing God with organisms? Remember I said that we have been playing God for at least 10,000 years with selective breeding and indeed, looking after the world is part of what we are meant to be doing; I can make a good argument that selective breeding is part of that Creation Command. Hence GM – at least, some kinds of GM – is part of that creation command too. The problem is the boundaries. ¿Is it right to add clam genes to a plant that I am going to eat? ¿Is it right to add shark genes to dairy cows? I must admit that from a scientific perspective the answer is “why not?” but from a Christian perspective I think that there is a boundary where the lawful means may be being stretched too far… 
Remember my insistence in each of these sermons on the difference between opinion and fact. 
This is my opinion: I do not think that genetic manipulation using material from a very diverse range of species is right and lawful. I would minimally say that there should be a restriction to within related high level categories. Plants with plant genes seems just about OK but plants with bacterial genes is pushing it. Animals with animal genes maybe; but not animals with fish genes and so on. This is my opinion and it is pretty vague. 

I am deliberately being vague because the reasons are not scientifically rational, the only question for science is “can we do it?” I am making an attempt to use a wholly different set of criteria –¿what is lawful? 

Good ends achieved by lawful means

I said I was going to be unspiritual for a section, but in reality there isn’t that kind of separation between the spiritual and the unspiritual – not for us who belong to Christ. For us all of life is spiritual. Remember what Jesus said to John the Baptist’s disciples when they asked Jesus if he was the one: Jesus said Matthew 11:4-5 “Go back and report to John what you hear and see:  The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.” Those are good ends. Healing illnesses is a spiritual service.
Jesus says very much the same thing in the parable of the sheep and the goats. The condemned goats are speaking here Matthew 25:44-45 “They will ask ¿‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’  “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’ These are the good ends: Feeding and clothing the poor, visiting the sing and the prisoner – these are spiritual tasks.
GM is a way of achieving those good ends. ¿Is it a lawful means?
My contention is that for a Christian, thoughts about “lawful means” can only be informed by a relationship with the one who is truth. And that of course leads me to note that there is no absolute answer: Nowhere in the bible does it say “use GM”; nowhere does it say “thou shalt not use GM” Christians may well come to different opinions and we must be prepared that they may not share our opinions.
Enjoy, use and thank God for the science type wisdom that we see in Proverbs and in the world. But seek a relationship with that wisdom who made the world; to try and walk before him and be righteous in our thoughts, word and deeds – Good ends achieved by lawful means
Let me pray: Amen

Lord and Father God, we thank you for the ability to observe and draw conclusions – we thank you for science and scientists and we pray for scientists that their eyes might be opened to see truly your presence in the universe and individually come to serve you. 
Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that you are true wisdom and above all that we can seek a relationship with you. Some of the things we have thought about today are very difficult and we pray that you would give us wisdom and power. Power to do the Good Deeds and wisdom to use Lawful Means. 
Lord we seek to walk with you, talk with you, and to be being your people; light to the world; salt in the world; and we praise you that we may come to you and ask you for help. Father God; We ask that Help now in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen
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The large salmon is Genetically Modified – both are the same age (BBC news)
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The Cat is Genetically Modified –  to trace other modified genes (BBC news)
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#1 What God made


It is a miracle  (not science)


What we know


It was Ordered


It occurred  in specific periods -Timed


It was Good 	and pleased God


Humans have things to do – Creation Commands








#2 What Man said


It is a natural process that just happens


Man has discovered all that we know


It is random not ordered


It occurs  in specific periods –Ages and advances


It is morally neutral – humans are part of it


It is there for us to use  and we now control it











�See end for the slides I used


� See end for the two slides I used
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