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Please turn to and keep open Genesis 1

note on words
Greetings from IPC – Pray

I have been asked to say something about creation. It is something I know a fair bit about – I was trained as a scientist, my first two degrees were in Botany. In fact, creation is such an enormous topic that I discussed it with Sid and I have slots for three sermons which will happen over the next six weeks or so. This is the first of that mini series.

Over these three sermons I intend to deal with “What God made”, “what happened to it” and “how we are to interact now”. If you have any questions please tell me and I will attempt to deal with them either as you ask or in one of the later sermons.

The word “creation” has two meanings, the beginning – what happened at the beginning - and the now, what is out there now. Today, I am going to have a look at the beginning. What happened back then.

Let me read from Hebrews 11:1-6

v1: Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

v3:  Through faith we understand that the worlds (the universe, the ages, everything) were formed at God’s command, so that what is seen were not made from things which are visible. 

v6: But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that comes to God must believe that he is, and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
This tells me immediately that I can’t do, no-one can do, science about the beginning.  If, as Genesis says, “God said … and it was” then we are dealing with miracle and miracles are not the subject of science, which demands repetition to establish understanding. 

What Hebrews tells us is that to understand the beginning, to understand the creation of everything, it is necessary to have faith, to believe – not to believe in anything – scientists do that, they believe in their models and processes; but to believe in God; and not just any god but the God. The one who created everything from nothing; but also the God who interacts with the believer and – as it says - ‘rewards those who earnestly seek him’.

So I can’t do science about the beginning. And, it isn’t surprising that the men of science, especially those we see on TV, David Attenborough, Brian Cox and Richard Dawkins, etc., believe in evolution: They can’t believe in creation because they don’t believe in God. Evolution is a theory made up by men and women. I will have a look at evolution next time – But: this time I want to look at God’s ideas, not those of scientists. 

Just because I can’t do science about it that does not mean I can’t use my mind about creation... far from it, what we have in Genesis demands that we use our intellects; it demands … no, it commands us to use our thoughts and understandings. What I can’t do, what we can’t do, is to play some sort of creationism to oppose scientism – The use of the ‘ism’s warns us. Scientism is not science itself but a belief in the processes of science. Creationism is not about creation itself but a belief that we can scientifically explain the creation. We cannot, we cannot do science about miracle.

So let us turn to Genesis and have a look at the miracle of Creation. The creation of everything from nothing. As I read Hebrews v3:  Through faith we understand that the worlds were formed at God’s command, so that what is seen were not made of things which are visible.

Guiding principle: What does the bible say? – not what we think it says but what it actually says. It is ‘big picture’ stuff: It says a great deal about the overall picture but to be honest it says very little about the detail. So let me just outline what it actually says in Genesis.
Genesis 1 starts– In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth
You cannot be more ‘big picture’ than that – its what I read in Hebrews 11 = creation ex nihilo… creation from nothing

It then goes on to detail a set of things that happened in set periods – there is a recurring phrase “And it was evening and morning of the <..xth..> day” v5, 8, 13,19,22,31  Ad we can also see that different things happened on each of these days. <examples>

What we can know from this procession of days is Firstly: that the creation was an ordered process. It was not a random process driven by chance as nearly all scientists suggest but an ordered process; the result of conscious decisions by a thinking being. This world is not the result of millions of chance happenings. It does not have randomness at its centre. It has conscious rationality at its centre 

What we can know from this procession of days is Secondly: that the creation was done in periods. There were periods of time which had boundaries “And there was evening and there was morning of the <..xth..> day” There is no information as to how long a “day” was.

People are very unhappy about this and over the years many different explanations have been given as people try to twist what God says in the bible to something that fits their own understanding - Let me look at some explanations that people have given about the “days”

· Some have said it is a literary structure: In one sense, of course it is literary, it is written down: but if that is meant to be the explanation of the days and what they mean then it is unlike any literary structure that we meet in the bible – or indeed, anywhere else for several centuries. To say that we can dismiss the idea of periods and time by reducing to a literary structure is an unreasonable idea.

· Some have said that they are 24 hour days and that they are end-on-end days – one 24 hour day follows another. That was the common understanding right up to the 18th century. It was that understanding that caused Bishop Usher in the 17th Century to calculate that Creation was in 4004 BC. To be fair he filled his claim with conditions, for instance that the genealogies of people in the bible were complete; that the days were 24 hour days and next to each other, (a contemporary in Cambridge, Vice-Chancellor Lightfoot suggested 3929BC). My objection to the 24 hour days next to each other is: 

a. firstly that we are not told in Genesis how long a day is and we use ‘day’  expressions like “In the day of the Elizabeth” (1st)

b. indeed in Genesis 2 the same word day is used to indicate days 1-6 in Genesis 1 as a single day (2:4) – not as NIV, when but literally in the day he made them
c. thirdly that we have an example in Hebrews 3 & 4 of a rather long “day”. Using the phrase “today if you hear his voice” from Psalm 95 Hebrews points out that David writing around 1040BC is speaking of a time during the Exodus about 4-500 years earlier and applies it to the then of the Psalm. That “today” as David used it is some 4-500 years long. Hebrews itself written some 1100 years later than the Psalm then applies the quotation “today if you hear his voice”  to the reader then – the “today” is now about 1600 years long. And if we (as we should) apply it to ourselves then “today” becomes nearly 3500 years long. Indeed, the point Hebrews 4 is making is that this “today” lasts at least from the Exodus until the Lord comes again.

I conclude that we do not need to have 24 hour days. All that Genesis says is that the days are each a period of time and which have discreet boundaries. Nothing even says that each day has to be as long as any other day. There is no evidence in Genesis 1; and other biblical evidence allows a day to not have to be 24 hour days.

The point of this is not to solve what a day is: it is to emphasise that we are to be sure to only insist on what the bible actually says: we do not have to defend our ideas, only scripture
The Third thing that we can see in Genesis is that it was a good creation. We are told 5 times that “God saw that it was good” v4,10,12,18,25 and once in v 31 that “God saw everything that he had made and behold it was very good.”

God delighted in his work of creation: 

Just think about that. God delighted in his work in the creation from nothing of something ordered, something physical and material that was different to himself. 

But: and here is an example of being careful how we read the Bible. Let me ask you a question. ¿Does that mean there was no badness anywhere in the creation?

Hint: The ‘very good’ occurs at the completion of all the creation

It is very noticeable that the “God saw and it was good” is always a statement at the end of a “day”, at the end of one of those creative periods. There is nothing that causes us to say that it was always good all the time. The evidence suggests that it the fact of the completion of the creative process that is good and it is not necessarily good partway through the process.

In fact we have another piece of evidence to confirm this understanding. On day 6; in Genesis 1:27 it says “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him (NIV incorrectly says them); male and female he created them”
In Genesis chapter 2 which is a zooming in on what happens in day 6: after creating Adam from the dust it says in 2:18 Then the LORD God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him." And over the next few verses goes on check out that the animals are not ‘the helper’ that Adam requires (indeed the demonstration is to make sure that Adam knows that the animals are not for him) and thus goes on to create the woman to be a helpmate for Adam. In other words, we have a clear statement that part way through a day the situation was not necessarily good. It is the completion of a process that is good.
¿So what have we got so far?

1. That to understand the beginnings we have to have faith in the God who creates for it is miracle

2. That our understandings which then come from his word in Genesis tell us that the Creation is

a. An ordered process – a rational process which was thoughtful and intentional

b. Activated in periods which are completed stages of the creative process

c. That completed periods are good, culminating in a completed creation which was ‘very good’ in God’s eyes

What I want to talk about next how we are to be involved in that good creation.

The first point here is that just as God worked and delighted in his work then we need to remember that we are created in His image. I want to try to work out a little of what that means

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” 

In a very real sense we, each one of us, are like God. 

There are lots of ways that we are like God but being physical, having bodies of flesh and blood is not one of those ways. “God is Spirit” Jesus told the woman at the well. It is because we have bodies that means that we are part of creation. The very word ‘Adam’ means earthly, of the earth. And in Genesis 2 we see that Adam was indeed made from the dust of the ground

Genesis 2:7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

· ‘the man’ is “the adam” which among other things means the red earth and the word ‘dust’ means very fine particles  - Our first father is a man of earth, with a physical body – as 1 Corinthians 15:47  says The first man was from the earth, a man of dust
· But note the second part of the Genesis verse. God breathed into him the breath of life and he became a living being (better, a living soul or a living spirit as 1 Corinthians says) 
This is the other side of the coin – where we are different from all other created things for we are like God, made in his image. We are not merely part of the creation – we are made in the image of God. I will pick up on this next time when I try to talk about evolution

Now there are lots of things that this imageness can mean. Here I want to concentrate only on the things that we are particularly told in Genesis. So let us have a look at Genesis 1:26 again and read all of the verse this time. In fact I am going to read 1:26-29

1:26  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth/animals and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 

1:27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

1:28  And God blessed them. And God said to/charged  them, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 

Now note the repetitions – emphasis, repetitions in Hebrew are always emphasis - note that there are activities that we are to be doing that are part of the way we are created. Not only doing but we are commanded to be doing – these are called the Creation Ordinances or Creation Commands
· Increase in number and populate the earth

· As we go into the detail of Genesis 2 we see a bit about what this means, we see what is clearly marriage of male and female and the setting up of family units in which children are to be born and brought up. Procreation or reproduction is a Creation Ordinance – and the mechanism, Marriage is a Creation Ordinance…in fact is noticeable these are the first and last commands given to humanity in the creation - mentioned 1:27 and 2:23-34 = of course the plants and animals bring forth offspring each “after its own” kind but humans have commands about how to do it

· Having dominion over the rest of creation – subduing – replenishing it, keeping it under control, we see the animals being named and plants are mentioned too 2:15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and take care of it Adam was a gardener: Gardening is exercising control and protection not only over the plants but the geology and geography too – all of creation, the whole earth is under our control.

· Whatever else this means it means work: ruling and controlling is not something that we can do at a word. It is such a hard job that Adam had to have a helper. So Work is a Creation Ordinance: a command. Sometimes we think of Work as something that only started after the Fall – not true: it is a creation command – its part of who we are designed to be

· That leads on to another Creation command. The Sabbath Rest. The taking one day in seven as a rest from normal work is clearly spelled out here in Genesis 2:2 onwards. When the 10 commandments were written in Exodus 20 the command to be like God and take 1 day in 7 is the longest of the commandments. Taking a Sabbath rest is a Creation Ordinance
Those 4 things are just a small part of how we are created to be different from the rest of creation = Work and Rest, Marriage and Reproduction  These 4 things are part of how we are created in God’s image - how we are to be like God. 

Our daily pattern is to be like God: to work at producing something – not creation from nothing “the things that are not” but thinking and ordering and producing from the things that are.

Our daily pattern is to be like God: to set aside (make holy) a day to enjoy the things of God’s creation but also to enjoy the things we ourselves have produced and above all to enjoy God.

As far as Marriage and reproduction are concerned, again, the Three in One God is the pattern of all families we are told in Ephesians 3:14-15. In our marriages we are to be like God
Indeed The Father God is our God and he sent his Son to be our saviour and we look to the Marriage supper of the lamb when Christ is married to the Church he has bought – but as Paul says, here I am talking about a mystery

So to my conclusion: Creation is a miracle: Creation is the result of a thoughtful process which is ordered and productive and was very good. In the creation mankind was created to be part of the creation and yet created separate from it for we are created in the image of God. We were designed to be like God and work within the creation, taking our regular rest to enjoy both the creation and our work and above all to enjoy God. As a part of creation Humans are also commanded to reproduce but given rules as to how to do that the Way God intends it to be done.

Let me look to the Marriage Super of the Lamb: One of the obvious things that I missed out from all the earlier words that I have spoken is that God Created by command. “God said and it was” I did that deliberately because I want to use it as a conclusion to this part of our journey. 

Jesus told his disciples that after he had gone they would see greater miracles than any he had done. He had done some pretty amazing things… he had stilled the storm at a word. He had healed people at a word. He had cast out demons at a word. He had even created eyes in the man born blind “out of the dust”  with the appropriate words.  Consistent with all that scripture says about Jesus; that he was the agent of creation - the one who did the creation; he was able to control the creation with his word. ¿ So what are the greater miracles that the disciples would see and do? ¿ Can we control creation with a word?

The answer is that they would oversee the salvation of people.

To create something is easy (for God) – God said and it was; To control the creation is easy (for God) He said “Be still” and the storm was stilled; He said “Come out” and the demons obeyed. But to save a single human being requires the death of God. To retrieve even one person from what they deserve requires the cross of Christ. It cannot be done ‘at a word’ – not even for God – ¿do we think that he wouldn’t have done it by word if that was possible? – No; salvation requires more than a mere word – that is why it is a greater miracle. A miracle that we each are experiencing in our Christian lives and which is our command to explain to others. 

Any sermon about this one end of time must deal with the other end of time as well. In some senses what happened at the beginning is less important for the individual than what will happen to him or her at the end of time - and it is our job to ensure that the people we see and speak to know that fact; know that they can be saved. This is part of our job - to oversee the greater miracle 

Let me pray: Amen

Wonder of creation worship and enjoy you forever thanks for there is a future and a hope
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