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Greetings from IPC – Pray

Read  Hebrews 5:1-11a
The book of Hebrews is one of those fascinating books upon which is based a great deal of our thoughts about the relationship between the Old and New Testaments. 
It is a book about which we know very little; for instance we do not know who wrote it. We can get some ideas about its background and intentions from its contents and the thoughts of the early church. 
It was thought by the early church to be a sermon preached to Christian believing Jews at Pentecost: - which was a celebration for the Jews of the giving of the Law at Sinai – we see this in Exodus 34 – and also a celebration of the Harvest – the day of the First-fruits = and we see this in Numbers 28. It is also a celebration for the early church of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the church which we see in Acts chapter 2. 

It is clearly written to Hebrew believers and probably to those who were in the priestly ranks: Priests and Levites (people who should have been teachers). And it calls itself a sermon
  
My own personal thoughts are that it was a sermon of Paul transcribed by Luke – but who, what and when do not really matter. It has been accepted by the Church as scripture from the very beginning.
The verses that I read are those from a turning point in the book. In the first four chapters the speaker has presented Christ both as totally divine “the exact representation” of God in chapter 1 and totally human “since the children are flesh and blood he shared in the same things” in chapter 2. In everything he has spoken about salvation and the son sharing humanity to the point of death as a sacrifice for his brethren. Now we come to a central part where the author explains the “how”of salvation. This section is the whole of chapters 5 through chapter 10. 
I ended the reading with “About this we have much to say” – that is the link to the rest of that section that ends in the middle of chapter 10 – a full explanation of the High-Priesthood of Christ. In that sense these few verses are an introduction but they have something to say to us about the nature of priesthood – and as we are all ourselves called to be priests of our God and Saviour then maybe we can learn something as well.
1) One of the points we can see is that there are two qualifications for the priesthood
a) verses 1-3 – He must be taken from among men 

b) verses 4-10 - He is appointed by God: he doesn’t take the job on himself

2) Another way of looking at it is that there are two directions that the job involves

a) verses 1-3 He represents men and women to God

b) verses 4-10 – He represents God to men and women
So let me look a little more closely at the passage remembering both these aspects. As a man He can be appointed to represent us to God: and as God He can represent God to us.

Verse 1: Every High-Priest is taken from among men so that he can offer gifts and sacrifices for sins on behalf of men. This is a general statement about high-priests 

but in the context of Jesus the emphasis here is on his humanity – Jesus fulfils this criterion because he is human. 
Verse 2: But it also has another pointer: because the high priest is human he can fully understand the frailty – the fragility and weakness of all of us. The identification with us is so complete that he even has to offer sacrifice for his own sin as well as that of the people. In Hebrews 2:17-18 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make atonement for the sins of the people. For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

Verse 3: To say that he offers sacrifice for his own sin is a statement about the human high-priest and it is not to say that Jesus was or is sinful:  – remember Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize
 with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Here in verse 3 the speaker is talking about Jesus’ identification with us. It is about his the humanity that he shares with us. 
That statement in Hebrews 4 –‘without sin’ is actually stronger than that – the adverb means ‘at a great distance from sin’ ‘totally separated from sin’ and while the ‘in every respect tempted as we are’ means ‘in all the same kinds of ways’ there is one respect in which Jesus is not like us and that is in the depth of temptation. As we resist temptation, the pressures to give in and submit to the temptation become greater and greater and we can, and often do eventually give-in – at least, I give in. Jesus did not sin: Jesus never-ever gave-in so his temptations were more severe and strict than we can imagine.

As we think about the depth of temptation and our failures to fully resist there are two things to remember: the first is that wonderful statement in 1 Corinthians_10:13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. And the second is the total background to this passage: Our High-Priest sympathizes with our weaknesses and fragility: Our High-Priest deals gently with us because his role is to offer sacrifice for our sins. 
So we see that Jesus fulfils the first condition and the first direction: that the high-priest has to be taken from men and that he represents humankind to God
So to the next verses: Now these are not quite so easy to explain. The main point is that the High-Priest is appointed by God and thus the main direction is that he represents God to mankind.
Being appointed by God is clear and the parallel with Aaron is made in verse 4. The two statements quoting the Psalms have already been introduced earlier in the book.
Verse 5:  “You are my Son today I have begotten you” is from Psalm 2 and was used in chapter 1 of Hebrews to demonstrate the divinity of Christ. 
Of course, for us Christians of these later days we remember the “only begotten Son of God” of John 3:16 and the affirmation made at Jesus’ baptism “This is my son with whom I am well pleased” This was also reaffirmed on the Mount of Transfiguration where Peter (in 2 Peter 1:17) uses that quote to say that Jesus received honour and glory from God the Father. So this verse is a reminder not only of Jesus call by God but of the fact that he is divine; he is God
The next quotation is from Psalm 110 and here is used to strengthen Jesus claim to a divine appointment to the Priesthood “You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedech” I do not want to say any more here about this for the full explanation comes in the following verses and chapters. Let me just say that if this was addressed to a group of priests and Levites then they are going to have to be persuaded about Jesus’ Priesthood – Jesus was of the tribe of Judah – The priests were by divine calling of the tribe of Levi. How can he be a priest? That persuading comes in the later chapters.
Here I will note that the quotation is used twice here in verses 6 and 10 and it is at the verses in between these two quotations that I am going to look at next. 
Hebrews 5:7-9 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him and was designated by God to be high priest, 
¿ What can it mean that the Lord of the Universe had to learn anything at all? 
¿ What can it mean the he who is the source of all goodness needed to be perfected? 
As the commentaries say about this “much disputed passage” and many add “I feel totally inadequate to deal with these verses” so I can only do my best to offer some hints in answer to such questions.
We know Jesus prayed and we also know of at least three times when he wept. I am sure there were more times than that but we have three occasions recorded in the gospels. 

He wept at Lazarus tomb, even though he knew he was going to restore Lazarus to life he wept. He wept at the indignity of death happening to a person who was not created to die – people are created to live for ever. He wept with and in sympathy with the grief of Martha and Mary. As I said just now, He is our representative, He sympathises with us.

He wept over Jerusalem. He wept because of its hard-heartedness and its refusal to hear the word of God, its refusal to repent of its sins. He wept because of its refusal to believe and be saved. Of course, the figure of speech there doesn’t mean the city was hard-hearted, but its inhabitants. ¿ Over how many of our cities does Jesus weep now because the people in them reject the gospel, the only path of salvation?

The third time that we are told that he wept was in the Garden of Gethsemane. I don’t think we can understand the depth of the temptation and sorrow that Jesus suffered that night. I am glad that I cannot know what Christ suffered then. I couldn’t bear it, I am not strong enough. I only know that it was for me that he suffered there.

 ¿ We are told that he was heard: Really? 
I don’t know about you, but I have come across people who tell me that I am not heard by God because I don’t pray enough. They use those verses where Jesus said that “whatever you pray for you will receive” to claim that God will answer all our prayers and then (quoting James) they tell me if I don’t get then it is because I haven’t asked. 

Well, it appears that in Gethsemane, He who always did what his Father said, Jesus who was always obedient; apparently did not receive what he asked for. 
Apart from understanding what Jesus actually prayed the first thing we must understand and learn is that we must never try and treat God like an ATM machine, a hole-in-the-wall bank – put in your card, enter the pin and get your money.  God is not a fairy godmother. God gives us what we need which is often not what we want. 
In the case of Jesus in Gethsemane, what he actually asked for was God’s will to be done rather than his own and that prayer was answered. 
God gives us what we need which is often not what we want. 
In this case God gave us, his people, what we need and in this case this was not what Jesus wanted. 
To understand it as if Jesus’ prayer was to avoid the crucifixion is to misunderstand. That is not what Jesus actually prayed for – “Thy will not mine be done” is the prayer he prayed and that is the Godly reverence, the piety, the reverent submission to God’s plan – “Thy will, not mine be done” this is why he was heard  - and answered.
Jesus was heard. His prayer was answered.

As to the understanding about what it means when it says “although he was a son he learned obedience” I think that the point being made relates to his humanity. Despite the fact of His divinity, despite the fact that He is God, he is also human and he was made like us in every way. We have to learn obedience so he too had to learn obedience. It is part of his qualification to be the kind of High-Priest who can represent us to God that he – like us – learned obedience. 
It is a little point that is an enormous point. 
If he endured every temptation that comes our way (only more so) then because we are tempted when we suffer pain, humiliation and distress then he too has to, has to, suffer such things else he cannot be our representative. That is also the point of his being made perfect – the word there doesn’t mean some unattainable idea of perfection it means made complete. 
He is completely fitted to be our High-Priest

And, because of his obedience and his suffering he is the source of our eternal salvation as verse 9 says - for he has been designated by God to be a High Priest after the order of Melchizedek 
– and about that we have much to say says verse 11 but that is next. How this High-Priesthood - after the order of Melchizedek – works is explained in the next 5 or so chapters and is much more than I can say here.
What we have seen is that there are two different qualifications for Jesus to be our High priest – he must be Human and he must be Divine
We have also looked briefly at the two directions that the job involves: The High Priest represents  men and women to God and also represents God to men and women.

In both ways of looking at this we have seen that Jesus fulfils these criteria. 
He is fully qualified. He is God ‘the beloved son of God’ and he is Human and suffered and learned. 
Because of his qualifications he can do both roles. Sympathizing with us humans because he has been there and can represent Us to God - and yet He can also represent God to us because he has always been. 
Sermons aren’t just lectures about doctrine they should provide us ideas and motivations for the way we live our lives (see chapter 13 of Hebrews). I am going to conclude this with some tips for our priesthood of service to God and oor service  to one another. We aren’t called to be high-priest – there is only one of those but we have been called and made into a kingdom of priests.

As priests we can represent God to men

That is the proclamation of the gospel yes, but praise of God too - when I first became a Christian it was the attitude of Christians that impressed me – they – we were happier more content with their place in the world than the people I knew – less angst, they seemed more at home in the world; less troubled for ourselves about the way the world goes and one of the things that in particular impressed me was the way they were always seeing God’s hand in what everyone else calls coincidences.  Being Gods people in the world is a powerful witness to God and shows people something about God. 

As priests we can represent men to God – pray for each other – In the very earliest book of the bible, possibly from before the time of Abraham, we read that Job prayed for his family… we pray for our families both biological and church families --- and we can also pray for the world, not only for salvation of those who do not know but also we sympathize with their sufferings.  
We too can learn obedience and learn reverent submission - minimizing our own desires and thinking of others.
We also have the two directional role, Godwards and peoplewards. We also have been called by God and set aside for service – set aside means holiness / holiness means set-aside.  Our setting aside is our salvation. . Peter says that we have been made into a kingdom of priests - to declare the praises of him who has taken us out of darkness into his kingdom of light. 


Amen
� Heb 13:22 – a word of exhortation  – words of consolation, encouragement – a sermon


� NIV has “empathize” here but the Greek is ( – sympathize, be touched by
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