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“God’s purposes cannot be thwarted.”
Last week was Easter – its past, gone – now what?
I don’t know about you, but sometimes this week seems like an anticlimax: The wonderful fact of the resurrection and the heady time of Rejoicing and Excitement is over.. 
For the disciples too there was a sense of anticlimax: questions (like they asked on the Road to Emmaeus) “did he really have to die?” “What happens next?” and Peter, the irrepressible Peter, “What’s going to happen to John?” – the disciples are in the period between the Resurrection and the Ascension 

Sense of anticlimax: Same for Zechariah and the Jews who returned from exile. We are back home, great excitement, heady days but now the anticlimax: why did that happen? Nothing seems to have changed, What next? – they are in the period between the return from exile; return to the Promised Land – and what? They expected the kingdom to be established and it hadn’t happened … what happens next?

Same for us, after Easter and the Ascension but before the END - a sense of anticlimax – when is the kingdom coming, what happens next?

All of us, Zechariah, the Disciples, and Us; are living in the now, looking at the past and wondering about what is to come – a sense of anticlimax – and a sense of expectation - as many preachers have put it – including the apostles Paul and Peter - we are living in the tension of “the now and the not yet”
So let us see what Zechariah had to learn and see if how what he learned can help us live in this time of anticlimax between Easter and the End of time. In the now and not yet.

This is part of a series in the Minor Prophets, the last 12 books in the Old Testament. This is number 11 in the series; we have one more to go after this message. These “minor” prophets worked with God’s people through the time of divided kingdoms of Samaria and Judah warning the people to shape up or be shipped out. They worked through the time of the fulfilment of those prophecies as the fall of firstly the Northern Kingdom of Samaria and then the Southern Kingdom of Judah. They were not merely prophesying disaster and exile because of disobedience: they were also prophesying that God would repatriate His chosen people from their exile. And in my last sermon we saw that repatriation - the return of Jews to Judah.  A return from exile to the Promised Land. An encouragement to continue living the life God wants his people to live – in their case having to rebuild the temple was a reality but that was also symbol of their re-commitment to God. That was the sermon on the prophet Haggai. 

A start had been made on the rebuilding of the Jerusalem temple, but the work had been stopped by opposition from neighbouring tribes, mainly Samaritans. It was then that God raised up Haggai and Zechariah to challenge, motivate and energize his people - we can see by reading these two books that their prophecies overlapped – Haggai starts In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month: Zechariah starts In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius: These two men worked together –second year 6th month and second year 8th month – This was about eighteen years after the Jews had returned from captivity in Babylon.  Time for the excitement to have worn off and the humdrum to have set in. They had started rebuilding the temple after a few years, but the work had nothing like the drive it deserved and many Jews had lost interest in the project.
This is how the book of Zechariah starts:

Zec 1:1 In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo
So: we are talking about 520BC
Who are we talking about? Who is Zechariah? – Well, there are 33 of them in the Bible (4 of them returned from captivity) and there are 3 who are sons or grandsons of various men named Iddo)

A few weeks ago Doug was preaching on Matthew 23 and there Jesus condemned the Pharisees etc because they always killed his prophets – “And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.) I thought as Doug was preaching “Ah Ha! here is a link for me But that is not this Zechariah, grandson of Iddo – that is one  several hundred years earlier in 789BC (see 2 Chronicles 24:23-24)
 (ie about 200 years before the exile and maybe 280 years before the time of this Zechariah)
The knowledge we have about the Prophet Zechariah who wrote this book comes from the book itself and the contemporary historical books - Ezra and Nehemiah: 
- Zechariah, זְכַרְיָה means “he whom God remembers” 
This prophet like Jeremiah,  Ezekiel, was of priestly descent, - a son of Berechiah, and grandson of Iddo (Zec_1:1, Zec_1:7), the chief of one of the priestly families, that returned from exile along with Zerubbabel and Joshua (Neh_12:4). He followed his grandfather in that office under the high priest Jehoiakim (Neh_12:16),  so we can correctly deduce that he returned from Babylon while still a youth. Zec 2:4 refers to him as a “young man”. 
As we have seen, Zechariah commenced his prophetic ministry in the second year of Darius, 520BC only two months later than his contemporary Haggai, in common with whom he sought to stimulate the building of the temple (Ezr_5:1; Ezr_6:14), and that he was still a young man
It is impossible to determine how long his prophetic labours lasted. We simply know from Zec_7:1, that in the fourth year of Darius, 518BC, he announced a further revelation from God to the people, and that his last two oracles (ch. 9-14) fall within a still later period. All that the Jewish fathers are able to state with regard to the closing portion of his life is that he died at an advanced age, and was buried near to Haggai
 And Zechariah is an important book; He is quoted more often in the New Testament than any other Old Testament book except Isaiah, with portions of his book cited in over 70 different places, one-third of these in the Gospels. The book of Revelation has more references to Zechariah than to any Old Testament prophet except Ezekiel. It has some very famous and much loved quotations in it. I shall hit some of them but I do not have time to do more than touch even on those.
So we know who he is and we know when he was. 

The message Zechariah was charged with bringing seems to be aimed particularly at those who are suffering from this sense of anti-climax and were not yet committed to the project. It begins on a note sounded throughout the ministries of the Minor Prophets: 'Return to me, says the Lord of hosts, and I will return to you' and it more than any other of the Minor Prophets spectacularly spells out the main message of them all ‘God is in control of History’ ‘God is in control of all of History’

Zechariah is a difficult book in some ways. It is very like Isaiah in that prophecies of the near future, the future, the far future and the end of time follow each other very quickly and cycle round and round too with not all elements present (<<diagram it in the air – start in past hit now where we are, near future, future, far future, broken circles>>  - how many were cubs, scouts or girl guides? Do you remember semaphore?) It has a lot of imagery and as one might guess about a book much quoted in Revelation has apocalyptic – even catastrophic imagery (I was never sure about semaphore – so easy to make mistakes – this kind of prophetic writing too, its easy to make mistakes – The Jews missed the first coming. Very famous case where the prophecy changes to what it is referring in the middle of a verse – Jesus told us that – his first sermon in Luke 4 he quotes Isaiah and stops the quote in the middle of a verse and says “that bit is fulfilled” with a clear implication that the next bit, the last phrase in the verse, that he didn’t read was not yet fulfilled)
So: We’ve got back; We have been rescued – still got questions (why did that happen?) and they are still sinful (chap 3?)

Why did all that happen?
Zec 1:6  But did not my words and my decrees, which I commanded my servants the prophets, overtake your ancestors?
Yes they did
And then comes a quite difficult idea. “Yes”, says God, “as I warned you your Fathers; it happened. I sicced the nations on to you but…Zec 1:15  and I am very angry with the nations that feel secure. I was only a little angry, but they went too far with the punishment.” or as the ESV puts it they furthered the disaster. 

You see, even with God in control, human responsibility is still very important (while I was writing that I wrote ‘human responsibility is impotent’ but it is not impotent it is important, very important. As Pascal said “God grants us the dignity of causality” – when we do something it actually happens in reality – if I kick the cat it is kicked. If I cut down a tree, it is no longer growing; it is firewood, or fence posts, or furniture. So the nations had a job to do but they went further. But they too they will be dealt with. I will choose and protect you and they will be dealt with – just a flavour of this from the following verses
Zec 1:17  “Proclaim further: This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘My towns will again overflow with prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort Zion and choose Jerusalem.’”
Then Zechariah sees a vision of horns (horns symbolize strength)
Zec 1:21  I asked, “What are these coming to do?” He answered, “These are the horns that scattered Judah so that no one could raise their head, but the craftsmen have come to terrify them and throw down these horns of the nations who lifted up their horns against the land of Judah to scatter its people.”
Zec 2:5  ‘I myself will be a wall of fire around Jerusalem,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will be its glory within.’
Zec 2:8  For this is what the LORD Almighty says: “After the Glorious One has sent me against the nations that have plundered you—for whoever touches you touches the apple of his eye—I will surely raise my hand against them so that their slaves will plunder them.
Zec 2:10  “Shout and be glad, Daughter Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you,” declares the LORD. “Many nations will be joined with the LORD in that day and will become my people. I will live among you and you will know that the LORD Almighty has sent me to you
God fulfils his Covenant Promises – I will be your God, You will be my people and I will dwell among you.
<repeat & pause>
But God dwelling in the midst of his people leads to some problems – they, even the best of them, are sinful
Zec 3:1-4  Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him. The LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?”
 Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel. The angel said to those who were standing before him, “Take off his filthy clothes.” Then he said to Joshua, “See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put fine garments on you.” 

A couple of points to notice there: 
1. This is a legal trial; and Satan – the accuser – the adversary, for that is what his name means – has a job to do. He might not appreciate it one little bit but he too is under God’s control. Satan is a servant of God. The job he does is a necessary one. Satan is the accuser – Revelation says that he accuses the believer day and night before God (12:10) – Don’t you find that frightening? Doesn’t that send a shiver down your back?– I do! I can quite easily search my heart and find condemnation, all by myself, I don’t need the help of an enemy like that. Satan, of course, doesn’t see that he is a servant of God, he doesn’t see it that way at all; he is seeking souls to consume. 1 Peter 5:8 Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour
2. Satan is to be rebuked by the Lord – “The Lord Rebuke You” is a legal threat of judgment - a standing formula for the utterance of the threat of a divine judgment and it is repeated - The Lord rebuke you, The Lord rebuke you - to emphasise the certainty of that judgment. Satan will be judged.
3. A reason is given why the charge brought by the accuser will not stand. The Lord has chosen Jerusalem. Despite the quote I just mentioned from Revelation Satan has no job to do accusing those chosen by God. Like the nations who were given a job to do – punish my people. But like the nations who increased the disaster Satan is exceeding his job specification when he accuses the elect, those chosen by God and this is a wonderful comfort for us. God is in control, not Satan and he is rebuked
4. But this is a legal trial: you cannot just dismiss evidence – the clothes really are filthy clothes. So the Lord replaces them with clean garments – behold I have taken away your iniquity and will clothe you in pure clothing – which happens in the next verses.
The end of the chapter is a promise that it will not just be the high-priest Joshua but the whole of the land “I will remove the sin of this land in a single day.” 

There is an awful lot more in this book <<circles – past, present and future>> and we have just celebrated Easter; That cross is the HOW of our salvation – That cross is the HOW of High Priest Joshua’s salvation – That cross  is the HOW of every single saved person’s salvation 
<we have just celebrated Easter = the proof that the HOW worked pause>

Now I want to jump several chapters to look a little more closely at how the END TIMES works out– 
I am passing through passages Doug dealt with very recently in the run-up to Easter -about the king coming on a donkey –

Zec 9:9  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey
. 
I am passing through passages about the wages being thirty pieces of silver 
Zec 11:12  Then I said to them, "If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if not, keep them." And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver. Then the LORD said to me, "Throw it to the potter"--the lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD, to the potter
There will come a time: and it is right at the end of time when –well, let me remind you from our Old Testament Reading - just a few verses to give a flavour of that time
Zec 12:7-10 The LORD will save the dwellings of Judah first, so that the honour of the house of David and of Jerusalem’s inhabitants may not be greater than that of Judah. 8 On that day the LORD will shield those who live in Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them will be like David, and the house of David will be like God, like the angel of the LORD going before them. 9 On that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that attack Jerusalem.. 

“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.
 And going on to the next chapters
Zec 13:1  "On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.

Zec 13:8-9  In the whole land, declares the LORD, two thirds shall be struck down and perish, yet one third shall be left alive. And I will put this third into the fire, and refine them as one refines silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call upon my name, and I will answer them. I will say, 'They are my people'; and they will say, 'The LORD is our God.'" 
Zec 14:3  Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations as when he fights on a day of battle.
Zec 14:6-9  On that day there will be no sunlight nor cold, frosty darkness. It will be a unique day - a day known only to the LORD – with no distinction between day and night, but when evening comes there will be light. On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half of it east to the Dead See and half of it west to the Mediterranean, in summer and winter. 

And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day there will be one LORD and his name the only one. 

Now, I don’t propose to try and sort out exactly what is happening there. The end times and the final judgment are up ahead to us. Like all future events the only real way to find out what really happens is to actually live them. The bible is very careful not to spell out times and seasons. It merely gives us hints. 
There are three major points I think we need to pick out of this:
1. The Lord is in control: He is the one who does know what will happen. The Lord is in Control of History. The Lord defines History. He is the alpha and the omega: He is the beginning and the end. He was there at the creation. He will be there at the end. He defines all that is and He defines what will be. On that day the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day there will be one LORD  and his name will be the only one.
2. That we can’t sort out what is happening is because for us it is future: It is a hope of good things to come and we don’t have now what we hope for – as Paul says in Romans, “who hopes for what he already has?” (8:24) There is a lot of desolation and despair in the judgment but we are those who are chosen. We have put our trust in Jesus and we know that we are chosen. We were clothed in unclean garments like Joshua the high-priest was but our iniquities have been removed and we have put on the righteousness of Christ. Were it not for that, Satan’s accusations against us would stand and we would suffer the penalties that we deserved <<appeal>><< Return to me and be saved>>
3. Within all that happens in this book the pattern of history still stands for us: The end has not yet come. Being God’s chosen people means living out the life that we have been saved for. Just as when we elect a politician to serve us and our community or nation then we expect him to do the jobs we have elected him to do, we expect him to have standards: so we have been chosen to a post – we are each a member of God’s chosen people We too are elected and that gives us responsibilities. Responsibility that comes with our election
Zec 8:14-17  This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Just as I had determined to bring disaster on you and showed no pity when your ancestors angered me,” says the LORD Almighty, “so now I have determined to do good again to Jerusalem and Judah. Do not be afraid. 
These are the things you are to do: Speak the truth to each other, and render true and sound judgment in your courts; do not plot evil against each other, and do not love to swear falsely. I hate all this,” declares the LORD.
The Minor Prophets had a job specification: Satan has his job spec; What we have just read is part of our job specification – let us pray for help to live up to it

The main point of all the Minor Prophets is God is in Control – yes, we have freedoms but we also have responsibilities and God is not to be mocked. His is the power that controls everything and nothing we can do – not even anything Satan   can do – can change what God has decided to do. Nothing can thwart God – God is in Control and ultimately what he says goes.

As our New testament reading said:

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
All authority is His and He is with us always – even to the very end 
<< Pray:>>

 Thanks for hope, thanks that condemnation is removed – even genuine and deserved condemnation has been removed. Thanks for our election to be citizens of the kingdom. Pray that we might be able to live up to our job spec – to be being Gods people in this world 
























� In the case of Abel a reckoning for the shedding of his blood was foretold (Gen 4:10) and the same thing was true of the slaying of Zachariah (2Ch 24:22).


2Ch 24:20-23  Then the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he stood above the people, and said to them, "Thus says God, 'Why do you break the commandments of the LORD, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, he has forsaken you.'"  But they conspired against him, and by command of the king they stoned him with stones in the court of the house of the LORD. Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariah's father, had shown him, but killed his son. And when he was dying, he said, "May the LORD see and avenge!"  At the end of the year the army of the Syrians came up against Joash. They came to Judah and Jerusalem and destroyed all the princes of the people from among the people and sent all their spoil to the king of Damascus. 
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