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Introduction
This sermon is part of a series on Minor Prophets. – what are they? The twelve books at the end of OT spanning a date range of about 500 years… David and Solomon’s single kingdom split into two kingdoms about 930 BC. And the last book was written about 100 years after the people of Judah returned from exile in Babylon
My servants the prophets

God describes prophets 16 times in the OT  as “my servants the prophets” and the bible verse I am now going to read to you is the key to all that I want to say to you in this series on the Minor Prophets.

 2Ki 17:13 Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer, saying, "Turn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes, in accordance with all the Law that I commanded your fathers, and that I sent to you by my servants the prophets." 
God used the prophets to give Israel the Law and the commandments and then he used prophets to warn Israel and Judah to be obedient to his laws, his commands and his statutes, to return to him and be saved or to suffer the consequences.
It is always difficult to sum up a whole section of the bible, but here are the kind if things that we have learned so far:

· God is really concerned about relationships; how we behave to one another and how we behave towards God himself.

· God is in Control: Past: Present and Future: God is in Control
· God cares
· Judgement happens – Sow the wind and you will reap the whirlwind
· Salvation is always promised – God is merciful caring for people, children and even as Jonah ended; God cares for “much cattle” 
Now we come to Micah, the sixth book of the twelve. 

Last time we talked about Jonah: Jonah was sent to Ninevah – the capital city of Assyria. Part of the background for Micah is that Assyria is totally dominant over the whole region. Assyria is located to the North of Israel and Judah and at this point in time is controlling both Babylon and the whole of the fertile crescent to the East (Iran and Iraq today) and Egypt to the South and West and everything in between. Assyria was the World Power of the day. 
When was this?
Verse 1 says “The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah—the vision he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.” 
Micah was active in Judah; he lived under king Jotham (742–735), king Ahaz (735–715) and king Hezekiah (715–687), This would make Micah active from 742 BC  The message in Micah 1:2–9 was given before the destruction of Samaria in 722-21BC. 
This is about the same time as Isaiah was prophesying: in fact Micah is very similar to Isaiah in some ways – he covers the same sort of subjects in the same sort of way. – there is a hint of this in the change of ‘threat’ from Assyria to Babylon in chapter 4 which we also see in Isaiah. This may mean that Micah was then speaking after the destruction of Samaria in 721 BC and was indirectly prophesying the downfall of Assyria which happened a century later in 612 BC when the Babylon sacked Ninevah and took over as the World Power
In Micah we definitely get away from the kind of chronological story that we had in Jonah and get the cycles of declaration and prophesy that make it sometimes difficult to know what times the prophet is talking of… to make the point:

· Chapter 1 talks of the destruction of both Samaria and Jerusalem. Samaria was destroyed 722-721 but Jerusalem not until 585BC. 

· Chapter 2 begins in the present time of Micah but promises the return from exile. 

· Chapter 3 speaks of the destruction of Jerusalem. 

· Chapter 4 speaks of the eventual kingdom of God on earth but then prophesies the destruction of Jerusalem and the Babylonian Exile. 

· Chapter 5 begins with a prophesy about Jesus - the promise that a ruler will come from Bethlehem who will rule the whole earth but then talks about the Assyrian invasion in the 7th Century BC. 

· Chapter 6 is in the prophet’s present 

· Chapter 7 ends up with the final victory in the end-times
So you can see that Micah goes in circles, now to future and back to now and so on. Not always a complete circle. This is a feature of biblical prophecy and we always have to be careful that we detect the ‘when’ of ‘when is it about’

So lets have a look at what Micah is saying.
There are three prophetic addresses, which are clearly distinguished from one another in form by similarity of introduction (all three commencing with “Hear now” Mic_1:2; Mic_3:1; Mic_6:1), and  each passes through the various stages of reproof, threat, and promise

Micah’s basic warning is: Shape up or you will be shipped out:
To give us a flavour of the power of Micah’s teaching:
Chapter 1 is full of puns: - look at verse 10 and note the footnotes
· Tell it not in Gath:  Gath sounds like “tell”

· weep not in Acco: Acco sounds like “weep”

· In Beth Ophrah roll in the dust: Beth Oprah means “house of dust”
      .

To make up some local ones:
· Alton is a malt-town, it will reel like a drunkard 
· Petersfield will be ploughed to destruction

· Selbourne is past its sell-by date

· And of Liss, least said soonest mended

Or for the Americans among you – if there are still any here!
· Pennsylvania is worth but pennies and Pittsburgh is the pits

· People will detour to avoid Detroit

· New York will be bowled over 

You might need to talk to a cricketing friend to get that last one! 

But that is part of the point: In Micah these are puns in a foreign language to us and we have to put a bit of work into catching them all. Not all are explained in the footnotes – Samaria was the hill of Shemar and Micah says in 1:6 that this hill will become a heap of rubble – a place for planting vineyards with her stones poured into the valley. It was to be destroyed in 722 BC by the Assyrian King Shalmanezer.
As I said, there are three prophetic addresses in Micah: Each explains why God is angry; each says that God will punish and each promises that God will restore. Remember the earlier prophets. God is in control. God is the one who decides; not men and women. And I want to outline this point again using a proverbial saying 
man proposes but God disposes

this is clearly spelled out in Chapter 2 – 

1: Woe to those who plan iniquity, to those who plot evil on their beds! 
 At morning's light they carry it out because it is in their power to do it. They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take them. They defraud a man of his home, a fellowman of his inheritance. 

3: Therefore, the LORD says: 
 "I am planning disaster against this people, from which you cannot save yourselves. You will no longer walk in pride, for it will be a time of calamity. 

The words to note there are “plan” – they plan iniquity: God plans judgement

man proposes but God disposes

This proverb is first attributed to Thomas a Kempis in 1425 – in his well known “The Imitation of Christ”. It contains many sensitively and wisely expressed insights into spirituality and morals and has for centuries been the second most widely read Christian book after the Bible itself.


man proposes but God disposes

If this is true, then why bother? Isn’t it all going to happen anyway?

1) Firstly we need to ask the question “why?” why is it happening? Why is God, through his prophets, prophesying disaster? And there are two things to say here

a) There is a reason for it: God is not arbitrary. The reason is their sin - just look at some of the examples from Micah
i) Micah 2:2 ‘they covet fields and seize them – depriving a man of his inheritance’ 

ii) Micah 2:8-9 ‘You strip off the rich robe from those who pass by’ and ‘you drive the women of my people from their pleasant homes.’ – depriving the poor of their clothes and the widows of their homes – basically the poor have no-one to protect them

iii)  In Chapter 3 ‘Listen, you leaders of Jacob, you rulers of the house of Israel. Should you not know justice’ but .’you who hate good and love evil;’  and they are those  ‘who despise justice and distort all that is right; who build Zion with bloodshed, and Jerusalem with wickedness. Her leaders judge for a bribe, her priests teach for a price, and her prophets tell fortunes for money.’ 
iv) In chapter 6:’Shall I acquit a man with dishonest scales, with a bag of false weights?
v)  And chapter 7: ‘All men lie in wait to shed blood; each hunts his brother with a net. Both hands are skilled in doing evil; the ruler demands gifts, the judge accepts bribes, the powerful dictate what they desire— they all conspire together.’ 

vi)  It sounds pretty much like our world today. It is an attitude of mind that is summarised by Micah 2:1 ‘at night they dream of evil and when morning dawns they do it because it is in the power of their hands to do it’ – literally their hand is their God – they do whatever their selfish hearts want to do – there is no fear of God in them nor awareness of his truth and standards. As God says of them in 2:9 ‘If a liar and deceiver comes and says, 'I will prophesy for you plenty of wine and beer,' he would be just the prophet for this people! It sounds very like the consumer society that we live in! You can have whatever you desire – use credit and let the banks rip you off! We are very much in such a situation today: The greed of the banks has caused the situation where we are in financial trouble; yet the news this week talks of them still making billions in profits. They rip us off while we have to tighten our belts to pay for it.
vii)  but remember that this is the reason for God’s judgements upon the land the people deserve judgment. They are not caring for each other but selfish for their own ends.
b) We are trying to answer the question “why?” why is it happening? Why is God, through his prophets, prophesying disaster? The first answer is sin - that the people and especially their leaders are sinful; and the second answer is that God is not hasty… 
i) we are halfway through the minor prophets and still Samaria is standing, still the threatened judgement has not happened. God warned them as long ago as 1400 BC in Leviticus and has continued to warn them through the prophets and the calamities. And still they have not turned.
2) Secondly we need to say that God doesn’t change. God is love

a) We saw this in my last sermon: Jonah said “I knew that you are a God who forgives” and there Jonah couldn’t understand how God’s holiness and standards were preserved if God ‘merely’ forgives. There the answer was merely given as “I care: I care for the people of the city. I care for the children, I care for the cattle” We see it here in 7:18, with almost the same quotation as Jonah had complained about ‘Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy’. It is no longer a problem for it clearly comes as graciousness after restoration. 7:19 You will again have compassion on us;  you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. We do not yet know how it will happen – or rather here in Micah’s time we do not know how it will happen; but what will happen is clearly understood – our sins will be removed and hurled away
b) It is all part of a much longer plan than the mere current disaster – the covenant made to the fathers 7:20 Therefore “You will be true to Jacob, and show mercy to Abraham, as you pledged on oath to our fathers in days long ago.’  God remains the same God – the same Covenant God – throughout all of time. A God who promised “I will be your God, You will be my People and I will dwell with you” – same pledge, on oath, then to the fathers as to us now.

3) Thirdly, if the reason for the threats is sin and the backdrop against which we live is God’s unchanging love and the eternal covenant we then need to ask “what can we do?”

a) Choose: While it is man proposes  God disposes yet that doesn’t mean that we have no significance. God made us capable of choosing so we can choose to stand with Micah  7:7: in the face of all that is going wrong in society and the inevitable judgment of God Micah says ‘But as for me, I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for God my Saviour; my God will hear me.’ There are two sides God’s side – and the other side: We can choose to do what our hands can do or trust God and God’s salvation 

b) But, it is not quite as passive as that seems, it is not just “lay back and let God”: we can  Obey: The lovely verse 6:8 “He has showed you, O man, what is good and what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and love mercy and walk humbly with your God” We are called to be salt and light to the earth, not just proclaiming salvation to others but living it out before others. Unlike the actions that bring judgement, actions done because our hands can do them we are called to live out our lives as God’s people, acting justly to everyone else and showing mercy to everyone else, and walking humbly before God  - day by day. 
i) To do justice is to make correct decisions to give people what they deserve. In fact in the Old Testament it means more than giving people what they deserve. Unlike our law it is not impartial: treating all people the same. They were called to judge in favour of the poor, in favour of the orphan and in favour of the widow. Not merely to give people what they deserve, but to give people what they need. If you have a spare bed or coat or frying-pan and you know someone who needs one of these things then you are to act with justice. It may not be wise according to this day and age to do so, but you are called to act justly which means acting to provide for the needs of those who for various reasons are disadvantaged. The wisdom comes in when we realise that the problem is not their fault.
ii) To show mercy is to give people more than they deserve, even to give them more than they need: -  to show unmerited kindness to them. It is the same word that is translated ‘lovingkindness’ Above all it means to befriend them, caring for them beyond the call of duty
iii) Walking Humbly with our God is to realise that we have not received what we deserve. We have not received judgment. We have received Salvation. We have received from God what we needed not what we deserved. In fact, we have received far more than we needed. In his loving kindness God himself has paid the penalty for our sins and not just put us right with God but made us sons and daughters of the living God with an imperishable inheritance in heaven. This is not of ourselves God is gracious and we have received far more than we deserve or even need and it is all His doing, not ours 

iv) Do Justice, Show Mercy and Be Humble before God: These are things we can do. This is part of our walk before the World as we “Know God and make Him known”
c) Trust: We can Choose God, we can Obey God and the third thing we can do here and now is Trust God.
i) Actually, I must point out that although ‘man proposes but God disposes’ is the proverb and is most often used to say that man’s plans are pointless. In fact that is not what Thomas a Kempis said: 

(1) In Chapter 19 of Book 1 we find :-
"For the resolutions of the just depend rather on the grace of God than on their own wisdom; and in Him they always put their trust, whatever they take in hand. For man proposes, but God disposes; neither is the way of man in his own hands". (Challoner) 

(2) In other words, the correct understanding of God’s providence and overview is to make our plans knowing his power and ways and trusting in God 
ii) But the main point of Trusting God is that we have not yet received the inheritance we have been promised. We live in a world that is very like the kind of world Micah was describing with corporate and personal greed; with hooliganism and robbery. However, the promises of God stand firm so: Trust in the unchanging covenant God – that he will fulfil his promises
~The Lord’s Supper~
I said that Micah did not know how forgiveness was going to be achieved, he could only trust that it would happen. He trusted that God would ‘do something’: You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. We live this side of the cross and we know what it was God did. We know how that ‘something’ was achieved in the death of our Lord Jesus on the cross to pay for our sins. We come now to the celebration of that ‘how’ The  Communion table = The Lord’s Supper. 

But what we do here is not merely a celebration of something that happened a long time ago, not just a memorial of what God did in the past. It is a meal that feeds us in the present to strengthen our choices, strengthen our trust in the God who not only died but rose again from the dead and ever lives to intercedes for us. It is a meal that feeds our hope of the future that God has promised to us

Hear what Paul says 

.For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.

Everyone who understands and believes – even if that belief is vey new, very weak and shaky is encouraged to come and be strengthened. If you do not believe please just let the bread and the wine pass by.. Our practice is to demonstrate our being in one body by eating together, and drinking together so please take and wait. 
~He gave thanks before the meal; Let us Give Thanks~
Thank you for this meal that recalls what you have done for us. 

Thank you for being obedient, even to death upon that cross – for us

Thank you that that wasn’t the end: that you rose and ever live helping us to be being your people

Thank you now for this meal that you have provided to strengthen us in this world

Thank-you that we too are inheritors of your kingdom and can proclaim your death until you come.

Take and Break: "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me."
During the passing of the bread, please sing

Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face;
Here would I touch and handle things unseen;
Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace,
And all my weariness upon Thee lean.

This is the hour of banquet and of song;
This is the heavenly table spread for me;
Here let me feast, and feasting, still prolong
The hallowed hour of fellowship with Thee.

Here would I feed upon the bread of God,
Here drink with Thee the royal wine of Heaven;
Here would I lay aside each earthly load,
Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.

"This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me."

after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.
During the passing of the cup, please sing:

I have no help but Thine; nor do I need
Another arm save Thine to lean upon;
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed;
My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone.

I have no wisdom save in Him Who is
My Wisdom and my Teacher both in One;
No wisdom can I lack while Thou art wise;
No teaching do I crave save Thine alone.

Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness:
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace;
Thy Blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God!

"This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."

In conclusion please stand and sing:

Too soon we rise; the symbols disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone.
The bread and wine remove; but Thou art here,
Nearer than ever, still my Shield and Sun.

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by;
Yet, passing, points to the glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
The Lamb’s great bridal feast of bliss and love. 

Words: Horatius Bonar, 1855.









Music: F. Atkinson, 1870

_Notices_

Benediction ~

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!
Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"  For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.


Romans 11:33-36
� Just men depend on the grace of God rather than on their own wisdom in keeping their resolutions. In Him they confide every undertaking, for man, indeed, proposes but God disposes, and God's way is not man's. Croft & Bolton





Micah 1

