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<General Intro> 

This is the next in my series on the Minor Prophets. – to remind you what they are, they are the twelve short books at the end of OT. They were written over a date range of about 500 years.  David and Solomon’s single kingdom split into two kingdoms about 930BC and God sent prophets to speak into his people. 

<My servants the prophets>
God describes prophets 16 times in the OT  as “my servants the prophets” and in fact the bible verse I am now going to read to you is the key to the whole of  the Minor Prophets.

 2Ki 17:13 Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer, saying, "Turn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes, in accordance with all the Law that I commanded your fathers, and that I sent to you by my servants the prophets." 
God used the prophets to teach them about who He is - to give Israel the Law and the commandments - and then he used prophets to warn Israel and Judah to be obedient to his laws, his commands and his statutes, and when they failed, to return to him and be saved or to suffer the consequences. 

· We have seen in the first sermon that God is a God who values relationships. In Obadiah God warns Edom of their destruction because they attacked their brothers. Edom was founded by Esau and the Edomites had joined in attacks on Israel and on Judah – these states were in essence founded by Esau and his brother Jacob. God values relationships, In Obadiah the fact of brotherhood is important.

· In the second sermon about the book of Hosea we saw God warning the Northern Kingdom Israel about its unfaithfulness and promising gracious restoration if only they would let him work on them. They sowed the wind and reaped the whirlwind, God sowed both destruction and grace. Those called “No Mercy” would receive mercy; those who were “not my people” would be called “children of the living God”. Again God emphasising relationship and we will see this theme over and over again

· In the third sermon on the book of Joel which was addressed to Judah the main theme was that God is in control. God is always in control. Past: Present and Future: God is in Control
· Now we come to the next book in the sequence: Amos. We have seen God address Edom, Israel and Judah. With Amos it is back to God using one of his ‘servants the prophets’ to speak to the Northern Kingdom Israel.
Amos is thought by some to be the first of the Prophets whose work was written down. – He identifies the time in 1:1 The words of Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa—what he saw concerning Israel two years before the earthquake, when Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoash was king of Israel.
Clearly the book was written after the earthquake. Uzziah, King of Judah reigned in Jerusalem from about 783 to 742. Jereboam II, King of Israel reigned in Samaria from 793 until his death in 753. 

So when was the earthquake? The archaeologists find plenty of evidence, damaged buildings etc, for a very serious earthquake around 760BC. By the damage they can see it probably measured around 7.9-8.2 on the Richter scale and was so serious that it was remembered 250 years later and is referred to in Zechariah. Unfortunately, as the archaeologists use the bible for much of their dating calculations we are no better off in knowing exactly when it was. We have to say therefore that Amos was prophesying around 760 – some have suggested a single visit to Israel in the autumn of 759. 

The single visit is fine, that conforms to the evidence in the book. For Amos was not some formal prophet, he had no training, he was merely a shepherd, an employed shepherd from pastures in Judah. Tekoah is pastureland just south of Bethlehem. In Amos 7:14   we get a little more information Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, "I was neither a prophet nor a prophet's son, but I was a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. But the LORD took me from tending the flock and said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 

So the very first thing we learn from this book is that you do not have to be specially trained, you don’t have to have gone to seminary or bible college; God will use an ordinary shepherd. God will use anyone who will obey Him. God will use you if you are prepared to be obedient.

So that is the introduction. Whenever you look at a bible book you first look at the who, the when and the where and the to whom. The ‘who’ is Amos, a shepherd who lived and worked in Judea just south of Bethlehem, the ‘when’ is around 760BC which also makes him more-or-less contemporary with Isaiah, Hosea and Joel; and the ‘where’ is Bethel in Israel and the ‘to whom’ is the people of Israel. What remains is the ‘what’; what did God say to them - and that is the rest of this sermon.

The first two chapters look at the nations surrounding Israel and then Israel itself through an ethical lens. Then chapters 3-6 have a closer look at Israel. The last 3 chapters are a series of visions.
Amos starts by quoting Joel word for word… The LORD roars from Zion and thunders from Jerusalem… we are talking Judgment here. 
Then he circles round Israel. Each country is introduced by the phrase “For 3 sins of <wherever> even for 4 I will not turn back my wrath” 

Starting in Damascus (NE – Syria) then going to Gaza and the Philistines in the SW then back to NW with Tyre and Phoenicia then SE  with Edom ; due E with Ammon; (into chapter 2)  SE with Moab, clip Judah to the South and then Israel. (Amos 2:6)
I think that there are two things happening here. 

Firstly, God is, if you like, setting them up by talking about the nations round about them, those who do not worship the True God. The Israelites can sagely nod their heads and say – ‘yes, God is right to judge the nations, the unbelievers, Yep them up there and down there and over there - we are safe, we are his people. and…yeah! He even has a go at Judah’

 …. and then !!Bang!! God hits the Israelites too. There were complacently nodding their heads as everyone else was judged not realising that God was circling round them, closing in like a prowling lion waiting to pounce on them.

They should have realised that was what was happening. 
And this is I think the second point about these condemnations. If God judges the nations who do not have the written law, how much more responsible are God’s people who do have the written Law. If he judges the pagan nations who do not know God then what is he going to do with us who are his people?

The intention was to impress this truth most strongly upon the people of the ten tribes, Note, that not even Judah is exempt. The possession of such glorious possessions such as the temple and the throne of David could not avert the deserved punishment. Israel knows more than the nations do and therefore have a greater responsibility. Judgement begins at the house of God says Peter in one of his letters. (1 Peter 4:7) Yes, it does go on from there, but judgment begins with us simply because we know better. And we know better because we know Him better than they do.

What God, through Amos, was getting at was complacency. We will see it again in the middle section of the book – you think that you are all right, but…

For them, everything seemed to be going well: In Judah Uzziah had conquered Edom and extended his borders to Egypt and in Israel Jereboam II had defeated Syria and extended his Borders as far as they had ever been (2 King 14:25-28) even further than the extent of Solomon’s kingdom – very secure and very safe – so Amos’ threats would seem very unlikely and the inhabitants of Samaria and Zion felt themselves perfectly secure in the consciousness of their might (Amos_6:1). “Woe to you who are at ease in Zion and feel secure in Samaria” The rulers of the kingdom trusted in the strength of their military resources (Amos_6:13),” you who rejoice in the conquest of nothinness (Lo Debar)  and say, "Did we not take a stronghold (Karnaim) by our own strength?"
<lean forward> You know, as we think about Christmas, we have a tendency to make a separation between us and the neighbours around us. We enjoy the wonderful worship services, like last week: we work to tell them about the real meaning of Christmas as in the children’s works and we try to make sure that we are taking Christmas seriously. We should be doing this, we do know more, God has written truth upon our hearts and called us to know him and to know him better. But we need to be aware of whose work this is and not look down on them outside because they do not know; we must not feel secure because we do know. It is that kind of thing that Amos is getting at. A complacency because we do know the Lord. It is that attitude that Amos is getting at.

<stand back> At least I hope that it is only the attitude that Amos is getting at that applies to us. That we have to listen to here. For as we move on into the middle section – chapters 3-6 then we hit the particular sins of Israel and these involve social justice. As one reads Amos one cannot avoid the sense of outrage God feels when people who are so-called “the people of God” use their privileged position to work deprivation and injustice on the poor

Chapter 3 that we read is a sort of introduction to the specifics

v1-10 describe the inevitable results of the senselessness of society Amo 3:10: "They do not know how to do right," declares the LORD, "who hoard plunder and loot in their fortresses.”

We have come across this before in Hosea. A people who do not do right are unnatural. They do not draw the correct conclusions from the evidences, they do not live by the evidences (Hos 13:13 'he is an unwise son, for at the right time he does not present himself at the opening of the womb.' Or as James says, For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror.  For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 
To make this point very strongly Amos says that those very Nations that you were looking down at will be invited to witness your destruction when God punishes them for their transgressions. 

v12 is not just a shepherd’s imagery, it specifically suggests that what will happen to them is an automatic result, a natural result of their disobedience. It refers to Ex 22:13 – where they are told to pay for a missing animal or provide proof that an it was eaten by wild animals 'If it is torn by beasts, let him bring it as evidence. He shall not make restitution for what has been torn'

 As we move into the next chapters we see the specific charges. 
Chapter 4 is addressed to greed; "Hear this word, you cows of Bashan on Mount Samaria, you women who oppress the poor and crush the needy and say to your husbands, "Bring us some drinks!"
but not just greed in and of itself but greed in context. God has already disciplined them and caused them hardship and they have not drawn the correct conclusions
4:6-9""I gave you cleanness of teeth in every city and lack of bread in every town, yet you have not returned to me," declares the LORD.

"I also withheld rain from you when the harvest was still three months away. I sent rain on one town,but withheld it from another.One field had rain; another had none and dried up.People staggered from town to town for water but did not get enough to drink, yet you have not returned to me," declares the LORD.

"Many times I struck your gardens and vineyards,I struck them with blight and mildew.Locusts devoured your fig and olive trees, yet you have not returned to me," declares the LORD.
.In Chapter 5 we see more examples of their injustice, this time with the prophesy of further action against them
5:10-12   You hate the one who reproves in court and despise him who tells the truth. You trample on the poor and force him to give you grain. Therefore, though you have built stone mansions,you will not live in them; though you have planted lush vineyards,

you will not drink their wine.

For I know how many are your offenses and how great your sins. You oppress the righteous and take bribes and you deprive the poor of justice in the courts.
. 
Later, in Chapter 8 (8:6) he uses those very famous images of “buying the needy for a pair of sandals and selling chaff instead of wheat”. 

As one reads Amos one cannot avoid the sense of outrage God feels when people who are the so-called “people of God” use their privileged position to work deprivation and injustice on the poor and so the call is 

“Prepare to meet your God” (Amos 4:12)

That they are the people of God was indicated in the passages I read. God has already exercised discipline on them  - that image of the “clean teeth” for famine –and the repeated “yet you did not return to me” They are engaged in being religious … but they are missing God. 
In Chapter 6 he says “You strum away on your harps like David and improvise on musical instruments but sing idle songs with them” (Amos 6:5)

In Chapter 7: They observe the Sabbath but they can’t wait for it to be over “you long for the Sabbath to be over so that you can return to your practices of selling small measure for great prices”. 

4:4 "Go to Bethel and sin; go to Gilgal and sin yet more. Bring your sacrifices every morning, your tithes every three years. Burn leavened bread as a thank offering and brag about your freewill offerings— boast about them, you Israelites, for this is what you love to do, "declares the Sovereign LORD
They have the outward forms of religion but not the inward heart of obedience to God’s commands. But God is neither deceived by their outward show nor is God mocked by their deceptions. He is bigger than they think
Joel’s message which we looked at last time is that God is always in control. Amos says the same thing
He who forms the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his thoughts to man, he who turns dawn to darkness, and treads the high places of the earth— the LORD God Almighty is his name. (Amos 4:13)
“prepare to meet your God, O Israel!" 

he who made the Pleiades and Orion,who turns blackness into dawn and darkens day into night, who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out over the face of the land— the LORD is his name-; (Amos 5:8)
“prepare to meet your God, O Israel!" 

What God will do is destroy you. 
Don’t forget that this must have seemed ridiculous to them. The two kingdoms are at peace with all their neighbours and at their largest extent. They are enjoying a very high standard of living – or at least the upper-classes are. It is not humanly possible that within 30 years the northern kingdom of Israel will be no more. But that is what Amos is prophesying – and it is what in fact happened!
This time, in this book, the fact that the Lord is always in control means that he will judge Israel and they will be carried away into captivity.

Your religiousness will not save you because your deeds are evil

Amos 5:18-24 “Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD! Why do you long for the day of the LORD ? That day will be darkness, not light. It will be as though a man fled from a lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered his house and rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him. Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light— pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness?

"I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies. Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them.Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps.

But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!
. 

BUT, and he concludes that passage “I will carry you away beyond Damascus”
So Summarizing what we have read so far

The middle passage of Amos,- chapters 3-6 - is a series of woes declaring judgement on Israel for her pride and complacency. Deploring her injustices and treatment of the poor and declaring God’s judgement upon them. 
I said we had to avoid the attitude of “holier than thou”, being or thinking that we are “better than you” and I hoped that for us it was a matter of attitude and not the sins we see in Amos. 
I felt pretty good about that, I’m sure that this is true of all of us. I don’t buy the poor and sell chaff. I don’t use deflated weights and inflated prices.  

But then I ran into Matthew 25 and the sheep and the goats. "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.'

"They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'

"He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 
This is Jesus speaking, who elsewhere said “even a cup of cold water will do”. Truly some have entertained Angels unawares; --- but it is also possible to be unaware and fail to see Jesus in our neighbours and their needs. 
We must always be ready. This gives a different twist to the reiterated phrase “prepare to meet your God, O Israel!"
The last three chapters of Amos are visions that God gave to him. In Chapter 7 and 8 are 4 visions headed “This is what the Sovereign Lord has shown me” -  the first two are of approaching judgment which Amos prays to be set aside but the third and fourth, of the plumb-line and the basket of ripe fruit show that destruction is inevitable. The kingdom will be destroyed. The false religion will come to nothing

Amos 8:8-10 "Will not the land tremble for this, and all who live in it mourn?  The whole land will rise like the Nile; it will be stirred up and then sink like the river of Egypt.
"In that day," declares the Sovereign LORD, "I will make the sun go down at noon     and darken the earth in broad daylight. I will turn your religious feasts into mourning

and all your singing into weeping. I will make all of you wear sackcloth and shave your heads. I will make that time like mourning for an only son and the end of it like a bitter day.
We have seen this before in the prophecy in Joel about God’s total control; of earthquakes and days of darkness and mourning.

In Chapter 9, the last vision is not “This is what the Sovereign Lord has shown me” but “I saw the Lord standing by the altar” Amos sees the judge… and this moves on from the specifics of judging Israel into the then future and then on into our future.
It starts with a reminder that God is in control and always has been in control. Even in captivity they are not safe from Him. “I will fix my eyes on them for evil and not for good” There is nowhere they can hide. 
Their election as God’s chosen people doesn’t save them. He bought them out of Egypt but they have not lived the way that God’s people should. He is going to destroy the kingdom – but not Israel. 
An interesting is made here;. See 9:8-10 The kingdom is to be destroyed – all the sinners will die by the sword. But the house of Jacob will not be destroyed. – This is moving out to consider the whole people of God not just the kingdom of Israel but the house of Jacob. In fact specifically not the kingdom of Israel but the righteous of Jacob
Then comes one of those headings in the bible which is just plain wrong – “the restoration of Israel” it says. Whatever else these next verses are, they are not about the restoration of the kingdom of Israel. The Kingdom of Israel was destroyed in 722 BC and taken in to captivity. It was never returned. The people who became the Samaritans were not those who were taken into exile but peoples from other nations

So what is this about? Well, there is a hint in the next verses, it talks about David 9:11 “in that day I will restore David’s tent” We are not merely looking to the destruction of Israel/Samaria in 722 but beyond that, through the destruction of Judah in 597 . we are looking at a future time.
We read Acts 15 and the Jerusalem council. That is all about bringing the gentiles into God’s kingdom and these next few verses in Amos are seen as a fulfilment – or the beginning of the fulfilment of the prophecy here in Amos. 

We are the fulfilment of that prophecy. 

The growth of the church is the repair to the fallen tent of David.

Acts 15: 16-17 James spoke up: "Brothers, listen to me. Simon has described to us how God at first showed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himself. The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written:

" 'After this I will return and rebuild David's fallen tent .Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it, that the remnant of men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who bear my name, says the Lord, who does these things that have been known for ages’”
Now, I know that that isn’t quite what Joel says. Here is a possible explanation for this.  Joel talks about the remnant of Edom. Hebrew script only has the letters and no vowels…the letters are XDM – exactly the same letters for Edom and Adam just different vowels – and the vowels are not in the original Hebrew 
The Grecian Jews of the dispersion translated the OT into Greek nearly 150 years before Jesus (between 170 and 130BC) and their translation was highly regarded. It is called the LXX - Septuagint because 70 scholars were involved. As I said it was highly regarded and in fact most of the quotes of the OT in the NT come from it,  Here, the translators chose XDM to mean ‘mankind’ and in Acts 15  James chooses their translation - ‘adam’ meaning the nations.  

Why this difference? I personally think that God uses these occasions – there are only a very few of them – to make sure that we understand what was really meant. God not only provides the written word but He ensures its preservation and transmission to us.

Anyway, the point I am making is that the restoration here is of the tent or shed of David. It is David’s tent that is being restored by the expanding church incorporating of Christians from all the world.

Amos does go on to talk about the far future and full restoration but that is still future for all of us. 

What I want to end with is a brief reminder that David’s tent is being repaired. The Christian church is not something new and different. It is a continuation of God’s people. The congregation of the righteous that he began long ago and is continuing by grafting us into his people. We, in His grace, are the Israel of God in this age

Let me add yet another twist to “prepare to meet your God, O Israel” 

This is a seasonal thought – and it is introduced by David’s tent or hut being repaired. 

We are not seeing David’s palace restored but the line continuing through Great David’s Greater son being born – not in a palace, but in a shed in Bethlehem
This: we know is how God fulfils this promise. This is what Christmas is all about. We know that we are not righteous and deserve the judgement of sinners that Amos speaks about. But in his great grace Jesus came, born as a baby, to enable me and you, each one of us; and all of us together; to be incorporated into the rebuilding of his fallen temple. Praise be to God for his great mercies
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