Minor Prophets 2. Hosea 
IPC. 10th  May, 2009

2 images – sexual and agricultural 2:19/6:6
Who? 
First book in the “Minor Prophets” Hosea means 'Salvation is of Yahweh' – we know nothing of him except that he was a prophet from the Northern Kingdom of Israel in its last years and that his writing shows wide knowledge and is elegant Hebrew. He was an educated man who writes with a neat wit and many puns. It is not always easy to see this because of the language barrier. for instance: 9:15 ends “their leaders are rebellious” which is literally “sar sarraw” – but even we can see 8:11 “Ephraim built many altars for sin-offering; these have become altars for sinning” 

We know very little about Hosea, some have suggested he was a farmer, but we need to remember that he lived in an agrarian society and the biggest town was only about the size of Petersfield so the countryside and farming were very much part of everyone’s life.
When?  
1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.


History: Israel – Northern Kingdom - here often called ‘Ephraim’ as largest tribe and cultural centre - formed 931 BC. Now we are about 760 BC onwards. The country has had nearly 200 years of continuing apostasy, worshipping the Baal’s and not God. The ruling king is Jeroboam 2 who mounted a successful coup against the wicked King Ahab. Jeroboam murdered Ahab and Ahab’s beautiful and infamous wife Jezebel and all Ahab’s family. 
In fact looking at the list of kings in v1 Hosea may have prophesied right through the fall of Samaria in 722 BC.   So about 760-720 BC
So what is the book about? 
Its dominant theme is God’s love and compassion despite human sinfulness 
It expresses this using two main images. 
1. The first image is of sexual faithfulness (and sexual unfaithfulness) 
2. The second image is agricultural – sowing and reaping. 
It is this second image that I want to focus on but I will deal with the first image for it uses some very well known verses. In fact, as we read Hosea we will find many well known verses. Reminding us of Romans 1 “in their sin they exchanged their glory for idols” and 1 Corinthians 15 “O grave where is your sting?”

I have tried to pick out a key verse for the whole book and here it is, 

2:19-20 
I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and in compassion. I will betroth you in faithfulness. And you will acknowledge the LORD

repeat

The book divides into two parts, the first part in chapters 1-3 is an acted out teaching of what God’s love is. The remainder of the book is in essence a commentary on this.

The ‘acted out teaching’ in chapters 1-3 is this:

Hosea is told to take as a wife a lady of loose morals – a prostitute - called Gomer. He marries her and they have a son whose name is “Jezreel”, then a daughter called “Lo Ruhamah”, then another son called “Lo-Ami”. After 5 or 6 years of marriage Gomer leaves Hosea and goes back to her life of prostitution. Then Hosea is told to go and buy her out of prostitution, which he does: and specifies that she shall live apart from him for a while and then he will love her and live with her again.
In this image Israel is the prostitute Gomer and Hosea is faithful God
Let us look at the names of the children. In these chapters two different reasons for each name is given.

· Jezreel: Is firstly named because God will avenge the massacre of Jezreel. King Jereboam had murdered of all of Ahab’s descendents in the valley of Jezreel and that action was to be judged – 1:4 – I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel

· Lo Ruhama: means ‘No mercy’ Our NIV bibles say ‘not loved’ but that is not correct, it is ‘no mercy’ – to conform with the both the Hebrew and the NT use of these verses I will change this all the way through my sermon. – 1:6 I will no longer have mercy on the house of Israel at all, I will no longer forgive them

· Lo Ami means ‘Not my people’ – 1:9 You are not my people and I am not your God (the wording reminds us of the great Covenant – here, their sins mean that the covenant is broken)
· repeat the names as above
· But the Names get changed

· Jezreel literally means ‘God sows’ and this the agricultural image that pis a theme to explain the rest of the book

· God sows – 1:11 a people; the land to reward his loved ones; salvation in the form of my wooing which will lead to my faithful people 2:16-23
· Israel sows wickedness and reaps judgment: God sows and the people receive salvation – nearly all the rest of the book. 
· Lo Ruhama is very famously changed to be Ruhama – the ‘No mercy’ becomes ‘having mercy’  2:1 – really end of 1
· Lo Ami becomes change to Ami – the ‘not my people becomes ‘my people’  1:10 and 2:23
· repeat the name changes as above
·  So, all 3 names changed Hos 1:10  
· And in the place where it was said to them, "You are not my people," they will be called, "Children of the living God." … for great will be the day of Jezreel  (God’s planting)
· – significantly, these verses are quoted by Paul in Romans 9 when Paul is talking about Predestination
· – God’s sowing will bring about restoration and salvation – this is the only place I can find in the Old Testament where God’s people are spoken of as “children of the Living God” 
That is the acted out teaching in chapters 1-3 
 <summary>
1. through the imagery of their prostitution and adultery God will judge the actions of Israel and destroy them. 

2. -yet God will also have mercy and uses the imagery of faithful marriage to demonstrate His love and commitment 

3. the sexual imagery is very strong. It isn’t only found here, but also in Jeremiah and Ezekiel. At one point it says Israel has gone from under her God to whoredom with other gods. Sometimes we miss the importance of what it means that God loves us, that we are the bride of Christ. Paul in Ephesians 5 talking about marriage and relationships between husband and wives ends up with: Eph 5:32 
This is a profound mystery - but I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband 

This is one of the reasons why sexual infidelity is so condemned in the bible. Sexual fidelity is a picture of our relationship with God – or more precisely – God’s relationship with us, his people . To be unfaithful is to declare that God doesn’t matter, or worse still to demonstrate something about God which is untrue.

The direct application is obvious. We might feel that it doesn’t really apply to us but we need to remember – God looks upon our hearts – as Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5:28) looking at someone with lust in your heart is to commit adultery in your heart - who of us can honestly say with Job “I have made a covenant with my eyes not to look upon a woman” (Job 31:1) – I can’t (or even if I can say it, …. I haven’t kept it properly
We have looked at the first part, the acted out teaching – Picked up in the NT by Peter’s use of the names of the younger children  - Note this does use the word ‘mercy’ now we are talking about US
1 Peter 2:10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy
As we look at the second part of Hosea, chapters 4-14 I think we sometimes need to remember that we humans are ‘ornery cusses. We won’t hear a message we don’t want to hear. It is too easy to ignore the ‘acted out’ message – “surely I am not that bad?” to excuse ourselves, “that doesn’t apply to me” so these remaining chapters in one sense are the commentary to the acted out part we have just looked at. As we look on, try and keep in mind the name of the first child, Jezreel – God sows.

There are 3 general areas left to deal with

1. Just how guilty Israel is 



chapters 4-10

2. God’s character




chapter 11

3. Israel’s History, past, present and future
Chapters 12-14
Let me remind you of the theme of the book and the key verse

Gods love and Compassion despite human sinfulness
2:19-20 
I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and in compassion. I will betroth you in faithfulness. And you will acknowledge the LORD
Section 1: Israel’s guilt – 4-10

As we move into the rest of the book, after the ‘acted out teaching in 1-3, the first thing God does is to spell out the profound effects of what the people of Israel are doing. 

As we go through, you will probably notice odd single verse references to Judah, the Southern more faithful kingdom. They are being included in the warnings. “I have got my eye on you too – watch out lest you fall too”

God brings a formal charge against Israel: Just look at the first few verses of chapter 4 – read 4:1-5 the effects of human sin is so bad that the land itself is suffering – sounds a bit like today doesn’t it – it is also a bit like Roman’s 1-2, there can be No excuses, No accusations against others – you have exchanged your Glory for something shameful (v7)  

Or on to v12 the people’s idolatry is not just prostitution against God, it is real personal immorality – v14: I am not going to punish your daughters for prostitution because you men are just as bad. You will all come to ruin. 
Chapter 5 makes sure that the entire nation from the Royal house down is included in the sin and resulting judgment. That the very attempt to seek aid from the surrounding nations is part of their sin for they should be turning to God

Chapter 6 deals with “lip service” religion read 6:1-4 your love is like the early morning mist, like the dew that evaporates

The other chapters are the same; condemnation and charge. I long to redeem them but they speak lies against me 7:13 --- so they bring judgement upon themselves Basically what they are saying is “They sow the wind and reap the whirlwind” (8:7) The people have broken their covenant with God and are receiving the curses of the covenant rather than the blessings. There are lots of very famous verses and descriptions but centre image is 10:12-13 the ‘sowing image’ 

10:12-13

Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap the fruit of unfailing love; break up your ploughed ground, for it is the time to seek the LORD, until he comes and showers righteousness upon you. 

You have planted wickedness; you have reaped evil; you have eaten the fruit of lies. Because you have  depended upon your own strength and on your many warriors, the roar of battle will rise against your people

Section 2 : God’s Character

Then suddenly, the whole tone changes in Chapter 11

11:1-4 When Israel was a child I loved him … 

11:8- I can’t do this to Ephraim whom I love ..  

11:9.. I am God and not a man, The Holy one among you, I will not come in wrath

This chapter is a bit difficult to fit in until we remember who is talking. This is God talking and when He speaks it isn’t always clear what is past, present and future because God’s words not only describe but also define. Prophecy is always expressed as something that is completed – it looks as though it has happened. This is called “the prophetic perfect tense”. In one sense, because God is saying it, it is so surely going to happen that we can think of it as completed. – look at 11:11 – the return from exile. In all probability this is written before they have gone into exile!

So it is followed by v12 – which leads into our third section

Section 3: Israel’s History, Past, Present and Future

Chapter 12 and 13 review the history right back to Jacob’s birth to show that the people’s sins separate them from God, their own stupidity condemns them = see that image in 13:13 , a child so stupid that it will not be born

But then 13:14  - straight from the famous end-time teaching in 1 Corinthians 15 

I will ransom them from the power of the grave? I will redeem them from death? Where, O Death, are your plagues? Where, O grave, where is your destruction?
Yes, as 13:16 says, they will have to bear their guilt because they have rebelled against their God.

But there is a solution 

<<<at the Time of Hosea this was in his future, some of it is still in our future>>>
14:1 return to your God that we may proclaim his praise – he will respond

14:4 I will heal their waywardness and love them freely. 

I will plant them and they will blossom and be ever green.

Summary
What we have contrasted is what the people of Israel sowed and planted and God’s sowing – Jezreel

· The people of Israel sowed sinfulness and rebellion and harvested judgement

· God sowed love and compassion and his people harvested forgiveness and salvation and the promise of a restored land that is fruitful

The end of the matter is the last verse of the book

14:9 Who is wise, he will realize these things; who is discerning, he will understand them; The ways of the LORD are right, and the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them.
I want to look just a little more at this process of God’s planting. 

In the review of the history in Chapters 12 and 13, it is quite clear that God’s love in choosing Jacob and his children had nothing to do with their loveliness, on the contrary, they were not very lovely, yet God loved them. 

He cared for them called them out of slavery in Egypt and fed them in the wilderness despite the fact that they continued to rebel. He bought them into the Promised Land and the first thing they did was to get involved with the Baals, Not merely religious unfaithfulness’s  described in graphic sexual terms but personal adultery and prostitution at the altars of Baal Peor. 

Yet God continued to be patient with them – but only for so long. The covenant, “I will be your God, You will be my people and I will dwell in the midst of you” is never imposed on anyone. 
What God requires of us is real commitment, not lip service. God requires an understanding that does not reject his words and commandments. “They have broken the covenant; they have spurned my words They cry out – O Lord, we know you – but they have spurned their good” (8:2) God requires real love, not a love that evaporates like the morning dew.
Just before they crossed the Jordan it was clearly spelled out to them with the two mountains: Gerizim the mount of blessing, and Ebal the mount of cursing. (Deuteronomy 27:12ff)  For those in the covenant then there are blessings, but for those who choose to walk out of the covenant then they have chosen the curses.  They “sow the wind and reap the whirlwind”

Yet God still loves them and if only they will let him he will “heal their waywardness” 
BUT it is God’s work that they are able to turn … as Doug said last week, it is not what we do that saves us, we are God’s planting  - Hosea 2:23

and I will sow her for myself in the land. And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, 'You are my people'; and they will say, 'You are my God.'" 

 as it says in Isaiah 61 

He gives us  the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 

The dominant theme and key verses 
God’s love and compassion despite human sinfulness 

2:19-20 
And I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. I will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you shall know the LORD

We are about to celebrate the Lord’s Supper which looks for Jesus to come again and to the marriage supper of the Lamb – history still in our future
But our waiting is not passive, we are sons and daughter of the living God – “living” is the key word - living as God’s people – before each other and before the watching world.
Let me end with the quote from Peter again

1 Peter 2:8-9 They stumble because they disobey the message … 
But we are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that we may proclaim the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

Once we were not a people, but now we are God's people; once we had not received mercy, but now we have received mercy.
Ephraim was Joseph’s second son





Same as Joshua - Jesus
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