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Full text is Mark 2:1-3:6
Mark 2:1-3:6 The beginnings of opposition

As Doug said last week, Mark’s gospel is an immediate gospel –> some think that is Mark reporting Peter’s witness and certainly it has the feel of Peter rushing into things/  this happened and then immediately that happened … and immediately…. 
One of themes of all the gospels is opposition and in Mark it comes very quickly

We are only in chapter 2 and I have titled this “The beginnings of opposition” but of course it wasn’t the beginning: we saw Satan tempting Jesus last week in Chapter 1 == and we saw the demons recognising who Jesus is. 
Mark 1:23 …unclean spirit. And he cried out,   "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God." 

And towards the end of the chapter v34:  And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him

So we have already seen opposition … but that is from beings who know who Jesus:  is the demons and Satan. 
Satan failed to tempt Jesus, the demons are being cast out and now Satan has to use indirect methods; humans are used … and they – and we - have to find out who this Jesus is.  
What we are going to see? – what we have just read gives us a series of questions and answers and details growing opposition.
· Heals a paralytic – asks who can forgive sins? (scribes) 
· Calls a tax collector – asks who needs forgiveness? (Pharisees and scribes)

· Teaches about Religious duties 

· (fasting) – this is something new (OT disciples and Pharisees)

· (eating on Sabbath) what were the duties for? (Pharisees)

· (healing on Sabbath) what were the duties for? (Pharisees and Herodians)

· Their response 

· amazement and praise

· Critical thoughts

· Hardness of hearts

· plotting to destroy Jesus

So let’s have a closer look at some of the incidents and try and see what our response should be
Elaborate Capernaum = Galilee

Capernaum was a fishing town in the time of Jesus. Located on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee. It had a population of about 1,500.
The home of the apostles Simon Peter and his brother Andrew, James and John, as well as the tax collector Matthew. In Matthew 4:13 the town was reported to have been the home of Jesus for Jesus selected this town as the center of his public ministry in the Galilee region after he left the small mountainous hamlet of Nazareth where he grew up - he calls it a city when he curses it for failing to respond to his teaching (Matt 11:23)
Mark says in 2:1 he returned home

and was Preaching the word = 

Mar 1:14-15  Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, "The time has come, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent and believe in the gospel."

So now an incident to show what that gospel is

Man through the roof – we all remember the graphic picture but real message is the identity of Jesus  - that is what we need to remember: What is it showing?
Demonstrating that Jesus has power both to heal and to forgive sins

This is amazing  - that a man can forgive sins: Their response (scribes) 2:6-7 who does he think he is? only God can forgive sins – That is correct says Jesus

Claims Son of Man 

In OT - "I saw in the night visions, and behold, there was one like a son of man coming with the clouds of heaven, and he approached the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.” Daniel 7:13 
– but it becomes one of Jesus’ claims of his identity – only once in OT, only in Daniel  does it refer to someone other than a man but 82 times in the gospels it refers to Jesus – and it refers to God 

and the Jews understood this– they demanded no more evidence than  that to the claim that he was making himself equal to God

Mark 14:61-64  … Again the high priest asked him, "Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed one?" 

And Jesus said, "I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Mighty One, and coming with the clouds of heaven."

And the high priest tore his clothes and said, "What further witnesses do we need? You have heard his blasphemy. What do you think?" And they all condemned him as deserving death. 

Luke 22:69-71  But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the Mighty  God.“ So they all said, "Are you the Son of God, then?" And he said to them, "You say that I am.“ Then they said, "Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips." 

Mark 2:10 So Jesus demonstrates his authority and the cripple is healed. 

Their response -2:12 And he got up took up his and walked out in full view of  them all, This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!"

¿Have we seen the miracle? not just a crippled man walking, but the far greater miracle that sin can be forgiven and forgiven by this Jesus…. Amazement should be our response too – we are blinded, not by surprise and amazement but by familiarity – do we really in our heart of hearts believe that Jesus can forgive our sins – we said so, but do we then act on that and trust or do we retain an unease and a bitterness – this is GOOD NEWS 

Jesus can forgive sins
Link – next is Jesus teaching by the sea 2:13
Mark 2:14-17 Call Matthew (Levi) 

Explain tax collectors – usually bought their post from the hated Romans and in fact were not paid so they overcharged the Jews and were of course hated in their turn

Whose house? Here could be Jesus own house but // in Luke says that Levi made him a great feast

Matthew and Levi probably same person:

Pharisees one of the two major political parties – they were more accepted by the lower and working classes (Sadducees were upper class and elitists involved with priestly rites and duties) Pharisees claimed the authority of scripture – in particular the books of Moses The Pharisees were the ones who claimed scripture, and the interpretation of scripture, the added laws and legalisms - hence their association with the scribes – here “the scribes of the Pharisees”

Equivalence in eyes of Pharisees between tax-collectors and sinners  but also  equivalence by nearness a man is known by the company he keeps! 
Mark makes their point by repeating it 3 times! He eats with sinners – description (it happened), their observation (not hidden) and the murmurings of their condemnation (note not to Jesus) “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
Jesus Response – a proverbial saying – who needs healing? The sick: What have I come to do? Call sinners to repentence – what he was preaching?
– what about the “righteous”? 

Joh 9:39-41  Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.
– it is a consistent theme of the gospels – if you claim righteousness you’d better get it right for the Law condemns you for your failures
Jesus came to save the sinful 
Now a set of religious duties are examined, Fasting, Sabbath and Work on the Sabbath
Mark 2:18-22 Something new is here – the Fact
Why fast? Look it up – (not in the law)

It very early on became a way of saying to God – look, we are taking this issue seriously please listen to us. 

But equally early it became a work – I’ve put my £1.60 in the slot, where is my bottle of Coke? –in other words, a legalism, often something one does to do to prove to others that you are “godly”-  maybe even prove to God that you are “godly”
Isa 58:3-6  They seem eager for God to come near them and ask 'Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?' 

Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your workers. Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to hit with a wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day will not make your voice to be heard on high. Is that the kind fast that I choose? merely a day for a person to humble himself? Is it only to bow down his head like a reed, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call that a fast, and a day acceptable to the LORD? 

Isa 58:6  "Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the chains of injustice, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 

--- isn’t that amazing? What is a fast? Its not “not eating” it is sharing your food with hungry

Disciples of John? John is last and greatest of OT prophets (Matt 11) and Pharisees – see above

These images  of mending cloth and wineskins  were intended to illustrate the difference between the heart of the old and new, and the danger of mixing up the one with the other in the wrong way. The “new wine” and new cloth is the gospel which Christ was introducing; and the old wine and old cloth  is the opposite spirit of  legalistic Judaism: 

As in the one image, “the tear, rather than being mended is made worse,” and in the other, “wineskin splits and the new wine is spilled,” so by a mongrel mixing of the ascetic ritualism of the old with the spiritual freedom of the new, both can be disfigured and destroyed. 
Jesus Response: These inquiries about the difference between my disciples and the Pharisees disciples, and even John’s disciples, are not surprising; for this that you are seeing is something New

The bridegroom is present and sticking to the old is inappropriate.

Now there is a lot here and I am sure that you have heard sermons on this before:  I only want to make one point – the Newness – in a marriage the word “bridegroom” is only used on the wedding day – after that he becomes the husband…. 
Christ is telling them that something very new is happening- like a marriage it is the beginning of something new and long-term, a radical change

And now we look at two effects of that change
Mark 2:23-28 Something new is here implication 1
Religious duties: misunderstanding the Sabbath

The starting point is what we read in Leviticus 23:3

" There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a day of Sabbath rest, a day of sacred assembly. You are not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a Sabbath to the Lord.

-- 

His disciples were hungry — not peckish as one may be before a regular meals; for Jesus defends their plucking the corn-ears and eating them on the plea of necessity.  They were hungry,  they were probably on short commons

and began to pick some heads of grain, and to eat — “rubbing them in their hands” as Luke says (Luke 6:1). The action itself was expressly permitted Deu 23:25  If you go into your neighbor's standing grain, you may pick the ears with your hand, but you shall not put a sickle to their standing grain. 

Tells us the time of year (March April, just after the Passover –some Greek versions of Luke say it was the second after the first – ie second Sabbath after the Passover)
The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”— The act itself was expressly permitted as I said But they saw it as being “servile work,” which was prohibited on the Sabbath day, Thus  it was regarded as sinful.

But he said unto them, Have ye never read — what David did when he was hungry, and they that were with him — (1Samuel 21:1-6)

— No example could be more apposite than this. 
David --  The man after God’s own heart, of whom the Jews ever boasted, - when suffering in God’s cause and in need of provisions, asked and obtained from the high priest what, according to the law, it was illegal for anyone save the priests to touch. The bread of the Presence:  (Mark 2:26) says this occurred “in the days of Abiathar the high priest.”

In other words:::: your restriction is unbiblical in several ways – but that isn’t really the point – what you are doing is turning things upside down. 
The Sabbath is given for man’s benefit – we need the day of rest – but you are making it into a burden, not a rest, man is not made for the Sabbath but the Sabbath is made for man
For the Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day — 
In what sense now is the Son of man Lord of the Sabbath day? Not surely to abolish it - that surely would be a strange lordship, especially just after saying that it was made or instituted for man and he is a man - but to own it, to interpret it, to preside over it, and to ennoble it, by merging it into the “Lord’s Day” (Rev 1:10), breathing into it an air of freedom and love unknown before, and thus making it the forerunner of the eternal Sabbath that Jesus will eventually bring in

Just to really make the point that they have it the wrong way round – let us have a look at chapter 3
Mark 3:1-6 

On another Sabbath
Something New is here implication 2

Religious duties: work on Sabbath

Yes, there are laws which say do not work on the Sabbath, do not profane the Sabbath – so what were these laws for? What does it mean to profane the Sabbath?

there was a man with a shrivelled hand — disabled by paralysis It was his right hand, as Luke the doctor (Luke 6:6) notes.

Matthew says “And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath days? So that they might accuse him” — Mark and Luke say they “watched Him closely to see ifr He would heal on the Sabbath day.” They were now come to the length of dogging His steps, to collect materials for a charge of impiety against Him. It is probable that it was to their thoughts rather than their words that Jesus addressed Himself in what follows.

But let me back off a bit first and actually look at The Law – to which they are appealing – 
The Law prescribes duties for the priest on the Sabbath – we read a bit in Lev 24… keeping the oil lamps alight and making sure that there is fresh bread on the altar. There are other times when they have sacrifices to make and that is hard work… Num 28:9-10 “‘On the Sabbath day, make an offering of two lambs a year old without defect, together with its drink offering and a grain offering of two-tenths of an ephah[about 3 kilos) of the finest flour mixed with olive oil. 10 This is the burnt offering for every Sabbath, in addition to the regular burnt offering and its drink offering..
Jesus first appeals to that:in Matt 12: Jesus asks them “Or have you not read in the Law how on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and are guiltless?”
Sacrifices require a good deal of servile work on the part of the priests; 
And there is also circumcision, which, when the child’s eighth day happened to fall on a Sabbath, has to be performed by the priests on that day according to the Law of Moses – see John 7

Also later on there were duties rosters for the temple and the rosters changed on the Sabbath and also Nehemiah expressly charged the Levites to defend the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath

so the first comment is that the priests do work on the Sabbath

Secondly, I would also point out that livestock has to be cared for every day… I cannot see David – the shepherd David - letting the lion kill his lambs on the Sabbath… I cannot see him  letting them be thirsty and hungry  not leading them into pastures green beside still waters just because it is a Sabbath day.

Jesus himself in another confrontation about a healing on the Sabbath in Luke 13 says this

Luk 13:14-16  Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.” The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”
Here in Mark 3:4 And he said to them, "Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill?“

Matthew 12:11-12
He said to them, "Which one of you who has a sheep, if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take hold of it and lift it out?

Of how much more value is a man than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath."…

Note – not just, I am saying something new -it is right but you have got it wrong, this is what The Law says. it is lawful 
 And he then asks How much then is a man better than a sheep? — “A righteous man considers the life of his beast” (Prov 12:10), and would instinctively rescue it from death or suffering on the Sabbath day; how much more should he do this for a fellow human! 

But the reasoning, as given in the other two Gospels, is singularly striking: “But He knew their thoughts, and said to the man which had the shrivelled hand, Rise up, and stand forth in the midst. And he arose and stood up. Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you one thing: Is it lawful on the Sabbath days to do good, or to do evil? to save life or to destroy it?” (Luke 6:8-9), 
or as here in Mark , "Which is lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill?
He shuts them up with this startling alternative:

· Not to do good, when it is in the power of our hand to do it, is to do evil; 
· Not to save life, when we can, is to kill”

 and must the letter of the Sabbath rest be kept at this man’s expense? 

Yes, there are laws which say do not work on the Sabbath, do not profane the Sabbath – so what were these laws for?
What does it mean to profane the Sabbath?
 What does it mean to profane the Sabbath?
Answer  – doing evil when you could do good is to profane the Sabbath
 – more - not saving a life when we can is to kill – that is profaning the Sabbath

This unexpected thrust shut their mouths. By this great ethical principle our Lord himself held himself bound, as man. Mark. “He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored.” 
This is one of the very few passages in the Gospel history which reveal our Lord’s feelings. He was angry and the cause of his anger was from his “distress” or grief at  “the hardness of their hearts.”
Their response: Mark 3:6  The Pharisees went out and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him, how they might kill Jesus
Our response:
· What is our response? ….. Is the day of rest a day to rest or a day to do good? 

· What is our response to realising the Jesus really can forgive our sins? – do we believe him or do we cuddle our faults to ourselves and feel guilty – feel guilty when there is no guilt for all our guilt has been taken away – the guilt offering has been made for us – Trust God that he has done what he says and live without fear and guilt feelings
· What is our response to the fact that the law as Jesus explains it to us commands us not merely not to do wrong things but to actively do good things. 
· To seek out the good of others and look after them 
· – not just everyday but especially on the day of rest 
· – it is a day of rest from our hard work our labouring under the curse of the fall. 
· It is a day where we have been freed from that to do good to search and save, 
· It is a day especially to engage in the proper fasting which is to share with those who do not have…. And the existence of food banks in our society warns us that we have plenty of opportunities! 

This new thing that has happened with the bridegroom having arrived is our CALL 
Our Call to be being His people in this His World – this is how we can be like father Abraham - able  to walk before God and be righteous
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