Trinity Jun 16th 2009 – John 7:1-25 – Think Correctly

I don’t know about you but what I mainly see here is people expecting Jesus to be different; they expect him to be operating to their schedules, that they expect him to be a different person than he is, to do things that they expect him to do. Meanwhile Jesus goes his own way in his own time. And as he corrects the thinking of others he calls for people – us – to judge things correctly. He calls us to think correctly, not just them back then.

Firstly, in Galilee, his family expect him to do things as they advise – 

1. or at least, that is what they say

2. In fact they don’t believe in him

a. In Mark they think he is mad and try to put him away So here they are probably merely stirring him up

b. Jesus’ response. 

i. I am operating on a different schedule, for you any time is OK

ii. The world hates me, it doesn’t hate you

iii. I’m staying here

c. As Henk reminded us a few weeks back, things changed: at least two of Jesus’s brothers became church leaders and we have letters that they wrote as part of the New Testament. James became leader of the Church in Jerusalem and wrote a letter – James. Another brother, Jude also wrote us a letter – and that is the one Henk preached on.

d. So… the first “Think correctly” Don’t forget that God’s timing is not our timing
i. You have family who do not believe? Don’t give up! That is not the end of it. God can change people. He has done all that is necessary so our part is: Faithfulness in prayer and waiting on God’s time

ii. If we are ill and maybe have been ill for a long time. Don’t give up on God. We do not have the whole picture, His timing is not our timing: we only know that he wants to give us more than we can even imagine; we only know that he is more concerned by our incompleteness than we are. He made us and knows what we should be like. Trust and wait on God’s timing.

Link – God’s Timing is the issue here – 

It was not time – then – for Jesus to go up to Jerusalem, but when it was the right time he went. 

Secondly, Jerusalem, the Feast of Tabernacles

1. The two great feasts in the annual calendar: = Tabernacles and Passover

a. Many people travelled to them as was commanded in the Law, Leviticus:  a sort of running circus – we see something of this in Luke 2:41ff when Joseph and Mary take the 12 year-old Jesus to the temple. They managed to travel back a whole day without realizing that he wasn’t with them.

b. When people, when Jews, went from Galilee to Jerusalem they would have gone the long way round to avoid going through Samaria – Jesus, we are told, didn’t avoid Samaria so he went quickly and avoided the partying crowds

c. This may be the last time Jesus was in Galilee. Certainly as far as John’s gospel is concerned, Starting from John 5 and the healing of the lame man at the pool of Bethesda we are building up to the antagonism that will lead to the cross. John (11:54) does have Jesus avoiding the city when the pressure to kill him becomes intense, and it isn’t yet the right time  - so he goes to a small village about 12 miles outside Jerusalem

2. Jerusalem population 80-120K but up to 800K for this festival and as many as nearly 2M for the Passover. Just think what that means – a super Blackpool; lot’s of landladies renting out rooms. (and perhaps explains why they couldn’t do much about arresting the disciples immediately after the crucifixion, they didn’t have our modern surveillance technology - they probably just couldn’t find them!)

3. Feasts, when – Autumn Harvest feast. (Passover - Spring feast and used to be the beginning of the religious year) 

a. What they did…Lev 23: originally they lived in huts made of branches to remind them that they had been saved from Egypt into the wilderness - salvation: and then this feast was attached to the Harvest Festival (Deut 16) - so a time of rejoicing at blessing and remembering salvation. Now, by Jesus’ time, with that number of people there was not room for all those little booths so they had processions waving palm branches, olive branches and orange branches. It was a very joyful time and the feast built up to a climax – but that is the next sermon. 

b. I think that although we are only a third of the way through John we are actually in the last six months of Jesus life. It is now the Autumn – October - and the next Spring will be Easter, the Passover of the Last Supper.

4. Not made clear in any translation but there are 4 types of people here commenting on Jesus

a. The chief priests and Sanhedrin – almost completely opposed to Jesus, angry that he broke the law by healing a man on the Sabbath (pool of Bethesda) and determined to kill him

b. The Jerusalem “mob” (in the passage “Jews” but that also includes Pharisees who also belong the first group) The point is that the “mob” are those who know what their leaders are thinking and – knowing which side their bread is buttered tend to smarm up to the authorities  – so they join in the general antagonism

c. The people – mostly the visitors – who don’t really know what is going on and who are prepared to listen to Jesus – and some even suspect he might be the Messiah

d. The Temple Police (they actually come in the next passage) who are overwhelmed by Jesus teaching. “never did anyone speak like this” (7:46)

e. Second Think Correctly: Don’t judge by generalities. There are people out for Jesus’ blood, but not everyone: On the Sanhedrin is Nicodemus and he objects to the illegal proceedings (7:51). The crowds are pretty negative, but not all the crowd, some are listening and thinking and even wondering if Jesus might be the Messiah.

i. Its far too easy to make blanket statements especially about people – we know the technique “hoodies” “fundamentalists” “unbelievers” – Our culture is very good at demonizing words. It is far too easy to make blanket statements especially about people – and then believe them but is it true that every youngster who has a hoodie is a criminal?

ii. It is far too easy to make blanket statements especially about people – and then believe them - but is it true that everyone who believes in something outside of himself is a fundamentalist terrorist? (If it is true then I hold up my hands and plead “guilty” I believe in fundamental truths like the virgin birth. I believe in a god who came and lived on earth, was crucified, dead and buried and that on the third day he rose again from the dead and will come again in judgement. These are Fundamental truths even if they are unpalatable to our culture. If that makes me a cultural terrorist, then so be it.) 

iii. It is far too easy to make blanket statements especially about people – even in our church sub-culture - and then believe them … but is it true that you can spot an unbeliever by his behaviour. Sadly no, because we all behave badly. We shouldn’t be into “them and us” types of generalizations.

iv. Second Think Correctly: Don’t judge by generalities

Link: continuation of our passage – the next thing is people’s amazement that Jesus was literate

5. Jesus’ teaching:7:14-18 

a. they were amazed that he was literate. 

i. It doesn’t specifically refer to the fact that he knew “the” scriptures merely that he “knew” literature, but in this context there is no other literacy than biblical knowledge. 

ii. To all Jews the only knowledge worthy of being called “knowledge” was religious knowledge. 

iii. In the context of the temple there would certainly have been no other thought than that he “knew the scriptures” and taught (as we are told elsewhere) with authority

iv. Of all people, “the Jews” would know that he wasn’t trained because they were the only people who did the training (mind you they also had bad memories: as a 12-year old he had shown them that he knew the scriptures extremely well (Luke 2:42)

b. Jesus’ response

i. This doctrine that you speak of isn’t mine it comes from him who sent me

1. On the face of it he just says “its’ not my doctrine but it comes from somewhere else – or rather from someone  else”. 

a. Now this is one in the eye for them – think about it - he is claiming that their area of expertise isn’t theirs at all – not as they like to teach, that it is their Law, that they understand it, that only they can explain it

b. Also note that – assuming they acknowledge that their scriptures are from God (which they will if asked) – he is claiming that He has  come directly from God even though he hasn’t jumped through their hoops, he hasn’t passed their exams. This is the main point here. The Rabbi’s were not into originality, for them adherence to the rigid truth of scriptures is the only important criterion. 
c. So he not claiming originality, he is claiming authority.

d. So there is a challenge; - a Godly person doesn’t have to have done it your way

2. Jesus ties that up with a statement that if anyone is doing God’s will then he will recognise that the teaching is from God and not from himself.

a. We are not talking conventional rigid adherence to words but personal relationship with God

b. The tense of the verb does not imply a casual every now and then thing, thing but the set of your whole life – to do God’s will

c. So another challenge; – if you do not recognise who sent me then you are not doing God’s will – and remember these people claim that obedience to God’s word is their sole and total identity so it is a pretty strong challenge. Spiritual discernment is more important than ethical determination (  to know God’s will is more than mere obedience to the law, it is having a continuing relationship with God.
3. To avoid charges of ethical laxity Jesus then ends this comment with a statement about righteousness: that a person who is talking about himself is seeking his own glory but a person seeking to glorify the person who sent him is true and no unrighteousness is in him 

a. Note: not “I am speaking truth” but “I am true.” 

b. Note: as we already know, there is unrighteousness in the “Jews”. After the healing at the pool of Bethesda in 5 we are told “the Jews persecuted him and sought to slay him” (totally against the Law they claimed to uphold)

c. So another direct challenge: You (of all people) are unrighteous.

ii. What can we learn from this part of the exchange? Is there a third “Think Correctly”? 
iii. - to know God’s will is more than mere obedience to the law, it is having a personal and continuing relationship with God 

1. We all understand that, cold hard “keep the law” is what the Pharisees and “Jews” of that time were about and Jesus attacked them many times, in statements, parables, and his own example showed them up over and over again

2. Now don’t get me wrong. Obedience is important

a. Jesus himself warned us that unless our righteousness exceeds that of the Pharisees we will in no case see heaven Matt  5:20

b. Hebrews 12:14 tells us to practice Holiness “without which no-one will see the Lord”

3. The key to the contrast between obedience and relationship is that loving Jesus is keeping his commandments. 

a. it occurs in the next chapter “If you keep my words then you are my disciples indeed, you will know the truth and the truth will set you free” 8:31–32 

b. three times in the discourse at the Last supper – Jesus says “If you love me, keep my commandments” that is a quote from John 14 but as I said this idea occurs three times in that one speech

c. Yes, the commandment is “to Love” but as Jesus himself said the commandment, to love God and to love each other summarises the whole of the law. Summarises it, not replaces it
Link: Jesus then uses his own example to point up the difference between legalistic obedience and “proper” understanding by pointing out that despite their claims they do not keep the law. v19-23

6. Moses gave you the law, None of you keep it. Why are you trying to kill me?

a. First point: to try to kill anyone without trial is itself unlawful yet that is what you are trying to do.

i. The crowd (the non-Jerusalem visitors) do not understand – such crazy statements suggest that Jesus is insane “you have a demon, who is trying to kill you?”

ii. This is not the question Jesus will answer here, to get involved with legal nitpicking which requires insider knowledge – notice neither the Pharisees nor the Jerusalem mob bother to deny the claim

b. So Jesus points out their inconsistency - which is clear to everyone. 

i. I did something that caused you to marvel – healed the man at the pool of Bethesda – but I did it on the Sabbath

ii. Moses gave you circumcision (actually it predates Moses by 600 years, it was given to Abraham) and you circumcise a person on the Sabbath. If, to avoid breaking the Law of Moses you circumcise a man on the Sabbath why then are you angry at me if I heal a man completely on the Sabbath?

1. They were so keen to obey the command that a male be circumcised on the 8th day (Lev 12:3) that they set aside one of the Ten Commandments “Keep Holy the Sabbath day, in it you shall do no work” 

2. For all other things they went to extreme lengths to do no work on the Sabbath. Even today very strict Jews will employ a non-believer to turn on light switches etc. A “Sabbath goy”. They carried it to an extreme. Yet as Jesus pointed out, ceremonial needs of a male baby caused the Sabbath ordinance to be set aside. Had they really understood what the law is about they would have realised that Jesus’ healing of the whole man was an extension of their understanding of the ceremonial needs of a baby boy

a. He was not arguing  for liberalisation of the Sabbath law

b. He was not arguing for the abandonment of the Sabbath Law

c. He was arguing “my action fulfils the original purpose of the Sabbath – the restoration of whole people

d. He was saying: “You are on the right lines but you do not go far enough.” In particular there is a strong contrast between “circumcision” of one member and make “a whole man completely healthy” which is what the Greek means here

3. Conclusion of Jesus argument. Stop judging superficially, start judging properly

a. Now this is a specific occasion: Jesus is not laying down a general rule here although we might need to try and apply it generally. No, He deals with this specific situation with 2 commands: 

1. Command “do not Judge by mere outward appearance” 

2. Command: “Do look at the situation in depth” 

c. So how are we to understand and practise what we learn from this part of the exchange? Is there another “Think Correctly” that we can get out of this part? I think that there is. When our Lord gives commands we would be wise to pay attention so let us look at those two commands

i. Command “do not Judge by mere outward appearance” 

a. It is very easy for us to be lazy and not go deep enough into things 

ii. Command: “Do look at the situation in depth” 

1. <example – the far too easy acceptance of officialdom, (suspension of habeus corpus -42 days without external review. It may be necessary in the eyes of officialdom, but is it right?)  statements on global warming – both ways – need assessment. The great magicians of our day: psychiatry, sociology, economics -  require facing critically – do we all need all that credit, spending tomorrow’s money today> 

2. Our own relationship with God. How often do we try and claim brownie points. I did this, I need a break. I didn’t do that, I expect some kind of acceptance. The reality is that everything we do is tainted and we have to allow God to sort out the good from the bad.

d. The fourth Think correctly: Assess each case on its particular merits – inner truth not outward appearance
Conclusion: we have looked at this passage where Jesus interacts with various people, his brothers, the Jews – Pharisees and Jerusalem mob and the Crowds, the visitors to the Feast. We saw 4 “Think Correctly” statements

1. Think about God’s timing, not ours

2. Don’t Think in Generalities

3. A proper relation ship with God leads to obedience – not the other way round

4. Assess each case on its particular merits - Two commands to Obey – 

a. don’t judge by the outside appearances (matches #1 -  Don’t think in generalities)

b. do think in depth (matches #2 - understanding the relationship between loving God and obedience to God)

It is this final understanding that I want to end with. What is our understanding of what Jesus was doing in this passage? 

· He wasn’t just arguing with the Jewish leaders. He wasn’t just teaching a group of holidaying visitors to the Holy city. 

· He was on his way to his death. He knew that and it was under his control. The timing was his, not theirs. They thought they were in control but they were not. 

· As I commented earlier, for John, Jesus never returns to Galilee, we are in the last hectic months before the crucifixion. Here is the harvest feast; the next feast is the bloody sacrifice feast of The Passover. 
· Jesus was on his way from life to death, death as a failure, death as a criminal. 
· But we know that appearances can be deceptive that is not all that was happening.
He who made the world was about to be condemned by the world. He came to his own and his own received him not.  That is why he came, to provide the salvation that the world could not provide. 

To provide salvation for those who had the law but couldn’t keep it. 

To provide salvation for those who didn’t have the law and were excluded from all hope
The deep truth is the glorious truth – Who is this Jesus?  Jesus Christ came to save you and I. 

The very least we can do is to think correctly about our whole lives; and our relationship with each other; and most of all our relationship with God.
Mark 3:21 And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, "He is out of his mind.





How are we to know what to do in the face of such a world?


The truth is still truth. What was wrong yesterday is still wrong today. (Lord of Rings)
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This is my command, that you love one-another
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Who is this Jesus?





We only find out by thinking correctly





So that is what I am going to concentrate on





Thinking Correctly
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