Trinity Church 
 John 3:22-John 4:3

Please keep your bibles open

As you know we are preaching through the gospel of John and this is the 12th (or 12th if you count the Introduction Jim sent out to us before the series began) and I am tasked with John the Baptist’s statement as he gracefully retires from the scene.

Back at the beginning of the series, when he was talking about John the Baptist Jim said that he hoped he wasn’t going to steal my thunder. Well, I’m not the same kind of preacher as Jim so I doubt a there will be problem in this area! When I was being taught to preach I was once told to shout at my co-students. In my estimation I screamed at the top of my voice “God loves you”. The teacher turned to me and said “Well, Mr Barrs, you are never going to over-dramatize anything” – So, no contest, no thunder from me.

Let us just run through these verses and skim the top and obvious meaning off them before looking in more depth at what they have to say:

Joh 3:22  After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with them and was baptizing
Joh 3:23  John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and being baptized 

Joh 3:24  (for John had not yet been put in prison). 
Joh 3:25  Now a discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew over purification. 

Joh 3:26  And they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness--look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him."

Joh 3:27  John answered, "A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 

Joh 3:28  You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.' 

Joh 3:29  The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 

Joh 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease." 
Joh 3:31  He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 

Joh 3:32  He bears witness to what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 

Joh 3:33  Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 

Joh 3:34  For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 

Joh 3:35  The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 

Joh 3:36  Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 

Joh 4:1  Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John 

Joh 4:2  (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples), 

Joh 4:3  he left Judea and departed again for Galilee.

The main thing I see from this first scan of our passage is that 

We should look at things in the same way as God does

Before we go on to mine some deeper meanings out of this passage I want to suggest some obvious lessons from what we have already seen.

When it is time to let go then we should let go.

1. God will have something new for you – he always will….for John the Baptist this was going to be to a different kind of witness to King Herod  … What we have to do is to let go of where we are NOW and what we are doing NOW and move on to the next thing and leave God to deal with the situation. For example

a. In charge of Sunday Schools = next person might do it different – so what? Let go and move on

b. In charge of your college CU = next chairman might be very different – so what? Let go and move on

c. Missionaries go in and set up the church and move on

d. Evangelists go and have mass rallies, leave the people with the churches and they themselves move on

e. I’m preaching now – next week I’m listening. Now I unpack God’s word and then I listen

f. Another word for this is “Trust”, Trust God: Trust that he knows what he is doing. Learn to think like God: This should be our general attitude -
We should look at things in the same way as God does

2. Another aspect of looking at things God’s way is much more personal
a. Constructive criticism is one thing but moaning and complaining is another: Don’t complain about things you can’t change, things you are not responsible for – like the church.
b. Do work on what you can change and are responsible for – yourself, your attitudes and what you can do to put right the problems
c. “Problem with X” – CS Lewis. 
i. Often see things go wrong with our plans because of other people, their intolerance, their inflexibility, their biases. 
ii. We should firstly remember that to them we ourselves are often the problem. (What? mild and responsive me? Indeed, Me)
iii. Secondly we should remember that when God see’s the “us with the problem” he sees all of us – the annoying “them” and the annoying “me”
We should look at things in the same way as God does

Now I want to take the lid off this passage and see what it is really about. It is about John the Baptist and his witness but underneath it is a much more profound statement. It still is about looking at things God’s way. Teaching us “What is God’s perspective?”

 Firstly, I must talk about the context; where it is in the flow of Johns Gospel.

1 Flow: John’s gospel is very carefully structured. He has a series of ‘Actions’ each followed by a ‘discourse’ or discussion of those actions, each with a major theme and we need to pick out what the theme is here where we are.

a Going back to Chapter 2: Christ’s Authority: Mary says “Do what he tells you to do”
i Christ then did in 6 jars what he does every year on a thousand hills –turns water into wine. – He displayed his authority over the material world: He is the one who sustains and controls our world.
b Then he cleansed the temple: This is an authority issue too:
i  The Jews didn’t say “What are you doing?” or “Why are you doing it?” They asked him “By whose authority are you doing this?” 
ii Authority is a key word in John  - see it occur over and over, watch out for it
iii Each time the teaching will be that Jesus’ authority does not come from man but from God 

c Basically that is what happens here in this chapter too– whose authority – not even Christ’s but God’s: That is the question Nicodemus asks and the answer comes
i Me, I’m telling you: v13
ii God is the source – I have to be lifted up v14 to Him
iii God’s Love is the causal factor v16

iv God’s judgment v18
v 
(aside about John B accepting this order of things with joy – john knows who is in control, not himself but God)
vi God’s wrath remains on you if you do not accept this authority
In a very real sense salvation as seen here is not about you/us at all, certainly it isn’t only about us

· Yes, of course your sins are forgiven

· Yes, of course my sins are forgiven

Else we wouldn’t be here. 

The overall message is however the same as we found from the overview

We need to look at things in the same way as God does

John the Baptist

<even as he fades out of the picture leaves us with a nugget of pure gold> 

He tells us that if anyone does not obey the Son then the wrath of God remains on that person.
This is looking at things from God’s perspective. We tend to be too much concerned with our perspective. As an example: Dick Lucas pointed out to a UCCF conference that our modern hymns tend to talk about our love for God. The old hymns overwhelmingly talked about God’s love for us. Our age tends to subjectivism. This statement of John the Baptist is a corrective for us.

Let me try to explain it this way: Salvation has at least two aspects : here are the base facts
The fact is that Hab 1:13 “Our God is of purer eyes than to look upon sin and turns his face from evil.”

If we were not forgiven sinners we would not be able to worship God

Heb 12:14 “without holiness we will not see God 

∆∆∆∆ Interlude with slides   

I say this with great care --- Getting rid of our sin is a relatively easy matter; it merely requires that the punishment for our sins is taken by someone else. Getting rid of all our sins is a book-keeping transaction, the price is paid. Sin is wiped away - Expiated
But there is so much more that has to be dealt with. The book-keeping deals with us.  Our sins are removed.

Who is going to deal with God? The offended person? The God who is rightly angry? 

Angry not just at individual sins but at the fact of sin itself: that we are sinful at all

We need to look at things in the same way as God does

Because we are humans and we know that our anger is often petty and unrighteous we have a problem talking about God being angry

Augustine says we use the word “anger” and “wrath” when talking about God, because we have to use some word and we cannot keep silent about such an important idea. 

More than 580 times in the OT is God said to be angry. 

And it doesn’t change in the NT. He is the same God in both. It is a close thing, but there are actually more references in the NT to God’s anger than references to his Love.

God is not angry like the emotional irrational passion that we call anger when talking about ourselves, 

God’s anger is not an inconsistent and petty anger like the Greek Gods 

God’s anger is a profound moral anger against all sin and wrongdoing 

It is stern reaction of the divine nature to the evil that is in mankind. 

It is also a personal anger eg Jer 23:19  Behold, the storm of the LORD! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 

Jer 23:20  The anger of the LORD will not turn back until he has executed and accomplished the intents of his heart.
and Isa 33:27-31 Behold, the name of the LORD comes from afar, burning with his anger, and in thick rising smoke; his lips are full of fury, and his tongue is like a devouring fire; 

with the result (Hab 1:13 You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong.) 

NB. the OT also sees mercy as personal too, - This is what propitiation is: 

The Aaronic blessing Num 6:24 -26  The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

· to look favourably upon us, that is what propitiation means
<<<< turn back to white board

 – if anything left wipe it off and turn back with “anger” = 

even though it is all wiped away I can still remember. I am annoyed that it happened. I am annoyed with the fact of it

Someone has to pay!!

That is what it is all about: Someone has paid>>>>

∆∆∆∆ Interlude with slides

Let me keep the balance:

>> Slide 7 Expiation  - the wiping away of our sins is completely necessary. God is utterly Holy cannot look upon sinful human beings.  Without a holiness beyond our own capability we will not see God

Expiation affects us. It is a book-keeping exercise that wipes away our sin. The price is paid
But we also have to remember that God is a person and his anger has to be dealt with

· >> slide 8 Propitiation: the removing of God’s anger. The price is paid
· We also have to look at things in the way God looks at them 
· We need to concentrate on propitiation, far too much of our understanding is based on what happens to us - Expiation, loss of our sin – OK but, that actually isn’t anywhere near all of it – God could wipe out our sin just by wiping out us. But he would still be angry about the fact of our sin
Jesus sacrifice upon the cross does both things. To us it removes our sins, For us it removes God’s anger.  In both cases “the price is paid”

· We are redeemed – from whom? It’s a slavery image - Who gets the price paid to set us free? 
· Let me ask you: To whom was the price paid? 
We were under the sentence of death because of our sin. Now we are ransomed and redeemed. Does death receive the price? <<<shake head>>>

We were in the kingdom of Satan. Now we are ransomed and redeemed. Does Satan receive the price? <<< shake head>>>

No: They don’t get anything: Death is destroyed by the death of Christ. Satan and death will ultimately be cast into the lake of fire. Satan is under sentence and restrained. Death is the last enemy – yes - but it is the last enemy to be defeated. It will be defeated.

God receives the price, for it is God’s justice that wipes away sin. It is God’s wrath that is assuaged. He chose also to remove his anger. In this chapter of John Christ’s work affects God more importantly than it affects us
In the old pagan sacrifices the worshipper gave a gift to bribe the god to be favourable to him – to be propitious to him

Who provided our price so that God could look upon us with favour?


The thrust of the whole of this passage is not about expiation of individual sins but about propitiating an angry God so that he can look upon – what? us? – no, not us individually; but the whole world – Because of Jesus willing propitiatory sacrifice  God can look upon the whole world with favour

Don’t get me wrong, if our individual sins (each and every one of them) are not removed then the God’s anger remains on us as John says, but We also have to look at things in the way God looks at them

The removal of God’s anger is more than the wiping out of particular sins. The removal of God’s wrath is what enables him to look with favour upon us, all of us, the whole world. 

How do we respond to such a “wow factor” as that? – Sinners in the hands of an angry god are saved by his love, by his giving his son to assuage his anger

Joh 3:36 whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.

We have to get back to the individual response, what do I have to do? What do you have to do? For we are those 
3:36 There is the response, belief in the son === obedience of the son

Let us pray the prayer God instructed the priests to pray – so that the Name of the Lord would be upon Israel and He would bless them

The name of our Lord is upon us. We bear the name of Christ because he has removed from us the wrath of God

Num 6:24 The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

Pray


For us, for Jim as he preaches at LEC





see 4:1-2


We don’t know why Jesus was not baptizing with water, but we can make educated guesses: 


Firstly, John Baptist’s own ministry was that “I baptize with water, he will baptize with the Holy Spirit (John 1:13) and with Fire” (Matt 3:11)


Secondly, all believers receive the Holy Spirit when they believe in Jesus


Thirdly, No one was going to be able to say “Jesus baptized me, I’m better than you”  - people make differences where God intends none – so here is a warning


We should look at things in the same way as God does





John’s Gospel tells us no more about this – find it in Matt 11, 14, Mark 6 - In this gospel Jesus will talk about John’s witness again but only in comparison with his own – John the Baptist here fades out of the picture





How often is it true that those who should be on our side are those who try and stir it up? The negative side of We should look at things in the same way as God does





John’s answer is the very model of what should be our attitude; 


We should look at things in the same way as God does





Everything we have and are comes from God





Another witness statement to who Jesus is and also to the truth of the teaching to Nicodemus in v13 “You will not understand” and a repeat of the warning from v18 that “this is judgment that you do not receive the Light” – again tying up Light and the Son as we saw in chapter 1





Note: here is another example that Jesus on earth was limited – he learned, became aware of - 





Slide 1-3  Expiation  - a wiping away – though your sins be as scarlet they shall be white as snow (Isa 1:18) as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us (Psa 103:12)


>>slide 2


Hebrews 9:22  


	Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 


Hebrews 10:4  


	For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.


Heb 10:12  But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God


>> Slide 3





Me wipe away almost all and leave a clean board – maybe just leave my name 





>>Slide 4:Propitiation But who is going to turn aside the wrath of God? 





The answer is that the death of his own son turn’s aside God’s wrath. Isaiah 53 says “He made himself a guilt offering – a propitiation sacrifice” and that is what is needed. A willing sacrifice for guilt. 


>>Slide 5


Romans 1:18  


For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men 


 


John 3:14-16  <Ranald’s sermon from Numbers 16 – Jesus’s answer to Nicodemus>


And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 


For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life





NB God doesn’t love you because he is propitious to you. He loved you and sent his son so he now can be propitious to you


NB propitiation does not turn God’s wrath into love. He loved you and sent his son so he now can be propitious to you


It is a wrong thing to say a wrathful God is made loving – utterly wrong


The truth is that a wrathful God is loving and sent his son


1John 4:10  


In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins


>>Slide 6





John 3:16 For God so loved the World that he gave his only son





¿





My job was to prepare the way – he has come, this job is complete





¿





¿





¿





¿





¿ Who receives the Price? 





Who do believe in the son.  3:36


Who have been given the right to be children of God,1:12 


Whose  sins have been expiated


For whom God’s wrath has been propitiated 


Who have been give the spirit beyond measure 3:34
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