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It is springtime, and a beautiful spring day. Spring is a special time of year in many ways; flowers and lambs and birdsong; sunshine after winter; warmth after cold. 

Spring time after spring time creation’s continuing story tells us that there must be more than we see here.

We have just celebrated Easter: Which is the explanation of what more there is, the revealing of the secret behind springtime: The good news after the bad; the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is commonplace idea to us nowadays, it is so much part of our cultural history that those of us who are Christians have few doubts about it. However, more and more people in our culture while knowing something of the story dismisses it as an impossible irrelevance. In one sense they are correct, it is impossible; dead people do not come alive again, But it is not irrelevant.

I want to get across two points: How unlikely the Resurrection is: and; How sure we can be that it did happen:

While I was at school I was taught – badly taught - that the early Christians didn’t know about the resurrection and only as Paul thought about it did Christianity slowly come to realise what they could make of it. I was told that the truth is that the whole story of the resurrection is made up and all the emphasis placed on the resurrection and the doctrines about it were added later, made up later, and is not really, historically true. If that is what I was taught by my vicar then no wonder the world has difficulty accepting it. 

We have to realise just how amazing the Christian claim is. Apart from a couple of stories in the OT, for instance with Elijah and the widow’s son (1 Kings 17) no-one had ever come alive again. It is not what one expects; people die ‘<stop>’. No-one had ever come alive again, No one since has ever come alive again. As I said, for many today it is an impossible thing to have happened.

The idea that only slowly did Christianity come to realise what had happened is not what the bible says. 

The resurrection was a shocking and totally unexpected event at the time – no-one expected it, least of all the disciples (who maybe should have known better.) 

And the disciples were forced to accept it because Jesus appeared to them very soon after his death. It was not a slow acceptance: it was a blinding flash of reality. 

Paul lists 5 appearances in 1 Corinthians 15. I went through the Gospels and Acts and even if each report is of a different occasion then there are still only 8 actual appearances and if one allows obvious reports of the same occasion then it is probably even fewer than that. After all, if you know someone is dead, then to see that person alive is sufficient proof that they are alive. 

As I said, the idea that only slowly did Christianity come to realise what had happened is not what the bible says. Only 40 days after the crucifixion death Simon Peter is preaching in Jerusalem saying “I can show you David’s tomb – and his bones are still in it, but I cannot show you Jesus’s tomb for he is no longer dead “This Jesus, God has resurrected, and of that we are all witnesses” (Acts 2:32)

Of course, there is reflection and there is increased understanding. That is why Paul can say “Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God raises the dead? (Acts 26:8) It would be strange if people did not think about the most amazing thing that has ever happened; but the point is they were thinking and reflecting  about something that they knew had happened. They were witnesses to the resurrection; they had seen the risen Christ.

And so we come to ‘Doubting Thomas’  I said just now if you know someone is dead, then to see that person alive is sufficient proof that they are alive. For some reason Thomas had not been in that room on the first day of the first week. He hadn’t seen and he refused to believe the testimony of his friends.

What do we know about Thomas?  

He is one of the 12 disciples specifically called by Jesus to be disciples. He is in all the lists of the “twelve” and is called “one of the twelve” – even here in John 20 where the 12 were now actually 11 for Judas was no longer alive – “the twelve” is what they were known as. Thomas is one of “the Twelve” 

He is called Thomas Didymus. Thomas the Twin: The two names are the same. The words mean “the twin” in the two languages, Hebrew <Aramaic> and Greek, so he may have come from a Jewish Greek city.

He is a loyal disciple: In John 11:16 he knows that if Jesus goes to Jerusalem he will die there so when Jesus says He is going go to Bethany to raise Lazarus, Thomas says “let us go and die with him”

He is a confused disciple (but weren’t they all?) in the Last supper discourse, Jesus is telling them he is going to prepare a place for them and they know the way he is going. It is Thomas who says (in John 14:5-6) "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

We meet him here in this passage as ‘Doubting Thomas’ 

and we meet him again with the miraculous catch of fishes in John 21 

and finally - as far as the bible is concerned - he is in the upper room when the disciples meet to elect a replacement for Judas Iscariot.

We do meet Thomas again in early church history, there is nothing that we can prove absolutely; but it is almost universally accepted that he did missionary work in Persia and particularly in India where he is still regarded as having planted Christianity and founded the church in Kerala in Southern India.

So Thomas one of the chosen 12:  - v24: Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came

And Thomas is a sceptic too. This is not just “I don’t believe you”, its not even an “I’ll believe if I see” it is an outright disbelief “I will not believe unless I see” v25: But he said to them, "Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe."

It is worth asking why is he so adamant? 

I am sure that we can rule out hardness of heart. He is someone who loved and trusted his master. – and that is the point he loved and he trusted his master – past tense, loved and trusted - and his master is no more. He really doesn’t want to be mistaken about so vital a point. He has to be absolutely sure.

I think that another reason why we have this record of “Doubting” Thomas is that in God’s way of working all Christians have as a result of Thomas’s doubts a much stronger proof than before that this really is Jesus who is risen. If you look at the other records, sometimes they didn’t even recognise who he is at first. Sometimes they were so scared that they thought it was a ghost. There is obviously something different about a glorified body – it seems to be able to go through locked doors for a start– Jesus appears among them in a room whose doors were locked. 

How often have you seen someone on the other side of a street and thought “I know who that is but I can’t quite put a name to the face” or maybe “That looks awfully like so-and-so but I am not absolutely sure if it is” It certainly has happened to me. Or have you made a case of mistaken identity and spoken to someone who was actually a complete stranger? 

It is a requirement that all the apostles saw the risen Lord so that their witness is a true witness. Thomas’s doubts secured a very strong witness for us all. Thomas provides absolutely certain  evidence that this person who was appearing among them really was the Lord who had died. Without Thomas’s demand for proof we would be left merely with the thoughts that the apostles said they had seen Jesus. OK, as Paul said, at one point the appearance was to more than 500 people; most of whom were still alive (with the obvious meaning “you can go and ask them – they will tell you”)  

However; With Thomas’s own witness we are left without any doubt at all that this was the same Jesus who had died on the cross, holes in hands and side. Because Thomas doubted we need not doubt. It is important to note that Jesus has no word of condemnation for Thomas having doubts.

A week later Jesus appears and repeats Thomas’s doubts – even the very words but now as a request – Here I am, v27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe."  

There is no condemnation here in Jesus’ words; and it draws forth a response from Thomas which is one of acceptance and adoration.  v28 “My Lord and My God” All Thomas’s doubts are banished at the sight of Jesus. We aren’t told that he actually did put his fingers in the holes and his fist into Jesus’ side. In fact the hint from the text is that he didn’t do so, In a very real sense his doubts were vanquished when he met the Risen Lord.

It is also a sort of climax to the whole of John’s Gospel. John starts off by claiming that Jesus Is God. 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” and Thomas’s adoration “my Lord and My God” is realisation of that truth; a fulfilment of John 1:14 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory” God has come down to earth and we have seen him and seen his glory. Thomas is the person who realises this and puts words to the realisation. This person, this scarred person with holes in his hands and a hole in his side; this person is the Word: He is God, My Lord and God.

The conclusion of the matter is this: v:29 Jesus said to him, ""Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." About half of the translations express this as a question . “have you believed because you have seen me?” Greek as written has no punctuation and those who have translated it as a question have usually see this as a rebuke. I don’t think it is a rebuke, therefore I do not see it as a question. 

He doubted so we need not doubt: He has seen so we can believe - and be blessed believing

The whole purpose of John’s Gospel is that all his readers should come to the same point as Thomas and be able to say to the Risen Lord “My Lord and My God”
The Last two verses give us the result of our believing, the reason why we believe – that we might have life – this not just some fancy piece of doctrine
v30-31: Many other signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book: but these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in his name.

and that too is part of the tie back to the beginning of John : the Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us and 1:12  But as many as received him, to them gave he the right to become children of God, even to them that believe on his name

It may be impossible: But it has happened. And because it has happened to Him it will also happen to those who are his brothers and sisters – those who  have believed on his name become children of God. 

Believing on his name means being able to say to him “My Lord and My God”

Believing that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God means that just as he was resurrected so we too will be resurrected. We become sons and daughter of the living God. The bad things <pain, sorrow tears> will be gone - forever, The good things will go on for ever and ever. – this not just some fancy piece of doctrine it is life for us; and life eternal
But until that time, we walk by faith, not by sight. We are among those Jesus speaks to Thomas about; those who are blessed because we believe although we have not seen. But we need to remember that we need not doubt because Thomas did doubt. We can believe because he did see.

The final word talks of our joy and our continuing life. 1 Peter 1:8-9 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls

So as we go out into this beautiful spring morning we too can love the risen Lord, rejoice in the risen Lord

Thomas doubted so we need not doubt: Thomas has seen so we can believe and be blessed believing

Greetings from IPC at St Peters			Pray





May the words of my mouth be your words; and may the meditations of all our hearts be acceptable unto you our Lord and redeemer





This is the Christian Greeting throughout the world – (I found a web-site with more than 250 languages)





He is Risen 


<the response is, and I want to hear it from you> Christ is risen indeed





There was a piece of research published this week that shows us that our memories are not very good – in the case of an acted  assault and stabbing in a bar one person out of ten was adamant that he did not see it  and two out of the ten identified completely the wrong man as the murderer (yet the monitors on their eyes show that they were actually looking at it all the time)





Or maybe merely police know that eyewitness evidence is often faulty
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