Christ as Prophet

· Intro:
Advent 


· Prophet, Priest, King, Coming King

· First Advent:

· Historic (Eusebius)

· Second Advent:

· To come
Church calendars useful for making sure doctrines are taught ==  

Some parts of the church have used the 4 Sundays in Advent to teach on Christ as Prophet, Priest, King and Coming King – for Advent looks forward not just to Christmas; to Christ coming as a baby. Christmas was just the beginning of the turning point in history that leads to full redemption. Christ will come again so advent looks forward to the second coming. 

We have seen the first coming and we rejoice over it, but it was merely a beginning and leads to the second coming – the second advent – The return of Christ as King
As I said these 4 weeks have been used by the church through the centuries to look at specific aspects of Christ's ministry. If you like, answering the question ‘why did he come on that first Christmas?’ – or as the WSC puts it

Q 23. What actions does Christ do as our Redeemer?

A. Christ, as our Redeemer, performs the offices of a Prophet, of a Priest, and of a King. He does these things both in his humiliation (when he was on this earth) and in his exaltation (since then in heaven
What I am going to do is to look at the way in which Christ is a Prophet

Let me put Christ's coming as a baby in Bethlehem into its historic context
The  earliest church historian (Eusebius in about AD300 - almost the first historian of any sort - if you count Herodotus to be more of a geographer) makes these points

1. He quotes the book of Maccabees that there had not been a word from God for 400 years, therefore it was the right time for that prophet who was to come (as promised to Moses). 

2. That the kingship was in the hand of a man from Edom and no longer consisted of the Royal Judean line so the time was right for the King of Kings to come. 

3. That the high-priesthood had departed from the Aaronic line and was an office held up for sale and shuffled around two Saducceean families, so the time was ripe for the true priest to come. 

4. It was time for THE Prophet, THE Priest and THE King to come 

And He came.

We see Jesus as being a royal priest after the order of Melchizedek - a Priest-King - High-priest of a priestly order that is greater than the Aaronic priesthood - in fact a priesthood to whom the Levites paid tithes in the loins of Abraham. 

We  see Jesus as a King of the Royal Judean Line. Priest forever and King forever. 

· What is a prophet?

· Intermediary: Exodus 6:10-7:5 

· God -> Moses -> Aaron

· Speaks God's Words

· Prophecies have to come true (Deut. 18:17)

· But even if come true, still have to be in line with God's desires. (Deut. 13:1)

We also see him as THE Prophet. And that is what I want to talk about

Prophets – What is a prophet?
The words for ‘prophet’ and ‘prophecy’ etc occur more than 500 times in the bible and both in Hebrew and Greek have the base meaning of fore-telling – saying something ahead of time. But that idea by no means exhausts what the word means when used in the bible

First idea: 1. An intermediary 

Exo 6:9-13  We read this:  Moses being commissioned to tell Pharaoh “Let my people go” and our reading ended with Moses saying “But I can’t do this” 

A few verses after that we read this

Exo 6:28-7:2  On the day when the LORD spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, the LORD said to Moses, "I am the LORD; tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say to you." But Moses said to the LORD, "Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips. How will Pharaoh listen to me?" And the LORD said to Moses, "See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land. 

God -> Moses -> Aaron
So a prophet is an intermediary: God spoke to Moses and Aaron spoke what Moses told him to – Moses was Aarons <gesture-quotes> “God”
Second idea: 2. Speaks God’s words 

– now we saw that just now, but it has some im[lications
a) Prophecies have to come true – obvious test, this is God speaking
Deu 18:20-22  But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.'  And if you say in your heart, 'How may we know the word that the LORD has not spoken?'--   when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him. 
b) even if true, the teaching has to be in line with God’s other teaching

Deu 13:1-4  "If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or wonder that he tells you comes to pass, and if he says, 'Let us go after other gods,' which you have not known, 'and let us serve them,' you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams. For the LORD your God is testing you, to know whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear him and keep his commandments and obey his voice, and you shall serve him and hold fast to him. 

· But Moses is the exemplar of all prophets

· (Despite:  God -> Moses -> Aaron)

· God spoke with him 

· 'as with a friend' 'face to face' Ex 33:11

· But no-one sees God's face and lives v19

· Not like the other prophets Num 12:8, Deut 34:10

· Moses is a type of one to come Deut 18:17

God -> Moses -> Aaron is what we have seen, but the bible doesn’t think much of Aaron as a prophet. Moses is “THE” OT prophet (Aaron blew it with the Golden calf) but of Moses it is said that he was faithful in all Gods house, that God knew Moses in a different way 
Num 12:6  And he said, "Hear my words: If there is a prophet among you, I the LORD make myself known to him in a vision; I speak with him in a dream.  Not so with my servant Moses. He is faithful in all my house. With him I speak face to face, clearly, and not in riddles, and he beholds the form of the LORD. “

Exo 33:11  Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.  (shining face Ex 34:30ff when Moses came down with the tablets - mediaeval paintings - Moses with horns keren and karan, rays and horns)
In fact, -- Exo 33:20  But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live." (cleft in a rock)

But the point is clear. God spoke with Moses as a man to his friend – face to face
Moses is a type of someone to come
Deu 18:15-20  "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers--it is to him you shall listen--  just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, 'Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.'  And the LORD said to me, 'They are right in what they have spoken. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. 

But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.' 

We know this was the intent of that scripture because it was picked up by Peter and applied to Jesus Christ (Peter’s sermon after healing the man born lame (Silver and Gold I do not have, but I do have I give to you))
Act 3:22-23  Moses said, 'The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.' 

After Moses – 

· My Servants the prophets

· Samuel, the 'sons of the prophets' Elijah, Elisha, the writing prophets

· From all walks of life

· Messages of warning and promise

· Near in time, ahead, long ahead

· Often looking forwards (1 Peter 1:10-11)
1Pe 1:10  Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. 

So what have we got so far?

 A Prophet is
· Intermediary: 
· Speaks God's Words 

God -> Prophet -> People

A bit like Heb 11: “I do not have time to tell you about them all”
So let me turn to Jesus

Christ Came

This is what we celebrate at Christmas

Much more than merely prophet

He accomplished what he intended
Our NT reading says

Heb 1:1  Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son
Heb 2:1  Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. For since the message declared by angels (messengers) proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 
This is part of our understanding of who Jesus is – Word is Jesus/Jesus is the Word well known verses from John

Joh 1:1-2  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God

Joh 1:14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Joh 1:17-18  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 

Prophet nature

 I say what the Father has told me

Joh 14:10  Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works (Intermediary aspect)
He who said “I am the truth” also said Joh 8:31-32  "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 

Joh 12:49-50  For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment--what to say and what to speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me." 

Joh 14:29  And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe. 

What is at issue here is that we have in Christ the beginning of the fulfillment of the Covenant Promise. 

A removal of any intermediary between God and man

No longer “God-> Prophet-> us” but Immanuel “God with us”

I am not eliminating “there is one mediator between God and Man – the man Christ Jesus” 1 Tim 2:5, That emphasizes his humanity: here I am emphasizing the divinity of that mediator. “In these later days he has spoken to us by his Son”
No longer “God-> Prophet-> us” but Immanuel “God with us”

So how are we to react to this? – what does it mean for us?

Remember the story of Aladdin and his lamp? When he rubbed the lamp a genie appeared who would obey Aladdin’s wishes. “To hear is to Obey” the genie would say. Surely that should be one of our characteristics when God himself speaks to us “to hear is to obey”
a) evangelism is one of our tasks

Rom 10:17  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
1Pe 1:24-25  for "All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever." And this word is the good news that was preached to you
Our task is to tell others of this good news 

b) encouragement of each other

Col 3:16-17  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

c) Our primary command ‘Love’ (1st and Greatest and 2nd like it) 
Love God, and Love our fellow man

By this all men shall know 

Joh 13:34-35  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

John new command yet not a new command 
1Jn 2:7-8  Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining. 

1Jn 3:11  For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. 
Summarize:

It is Christmas Time – I have used this opportunity to remind us that the first coming of Jesus Christ was a long planned event and that the Lord came not only as a baby but also as the promised prophet to remove the need for other messengers. We celebrate “Immanuel” God with us

In this period  before Christmas day as we prepare for the first coming of our Lord as a baby in the stable we should remember that in itself that looks forward to Easter, and through Easter to the second coming of Our Lord to judge the earth.

In this period between those two comings, Hebrews tells us that we should be all the more careful to hear this message brought to us by God’s own son, brought to us by God Himself. “to hear is to obey” should be the characteristic of God’s people
But the main message is “Good news” – God now speaks to us as he spoke to Moses, like a friend ‘face to face’

John 15:15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.
So let us rejoice in God’s goodness to us as we now share in his provision for us















