IPC August 23rd,2009 – Devotional before the Lord’s Supper
Doug’s journey back from holiday was long and arduous so we are giving him a rest this morning. This was going to be the concluding sermon in the short series where Doug is looking at the sermons preached in Acts. We have that still to look forward to.

As we look towards the next part of the service, the Lord’s Supper, I want to pick up on something in the New Testament passage that we have just read.  This strange little episode at the beginning of Acts 19 of the disciples of John the Baptist who did not know about the Holy Spirit.

This is the last of four episodes in Acts where the Holy Spirit descends in power upon people. Each of these occasions is drawing our attention to a significant inclusion of people into the Christian Church; the body of all those who believe in Christ Jesus and are saved.

The first time was Pentecost in Acts 2 and is the foundational cornerstone of the whole church. There the church is in a sense founded and God’s own people, the Jews, are welcomed into the church.

The second time is in Acts 8 when the Apostles Peter and John go to Samaria and confirm Philip’s evangelistic work there and the Holy Spirit falls upon the Samaritans too.

The third time is the story of Cornelius in Acts 10 and marks the inclusion of the Gentiles into the Church of Christ.

So far we have seen the fulfilment of the command given by Christ  to the apostles at his ascension in Acts 1:8 “You  will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” Many people see this as a convenient outline to the book of Acts

Judea, Samaria, Gentiles - the rest of the world. 

It looks as though the command has been, or is being, fulfilled. So what is this fourth time about? Who has been missed out?

I want to try and answer this question by pointing out that that the passage says that these are disciples of John. And that in v4, Paul identifies this “John” as John the Baptist who preached a baptism of repentance – a repentance that pointed to the one who was to come after him, Jesus.  (Looking forward to Salvation
What do we know about John the Baptist that might help us here?

Well firstly that these ‘disciples of John’ were not that well up on what John preached. The gospels make it clear that John preached a baptism of water as he himself said (Matt 3:11) “ I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire” He preached about the coming one and about the Holy Spirit yet these disciples say in v2 of our reading that they didn’t even know that there is a Holy Spirit.

Secondly, Jesus himself said of John when talking to the crowds (Matt 11:9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, "'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.' Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he” In other words, John the Baptist was the greatest of the Old Testament Prophets and yet he was lacking in something that all of us have – and have of right.

The whole point here is that John was the ultimate representative of the Old Testament: and that everyone in the Old Testament was looking forward. (Looking forward to the coming of Jesus. 

So I think these disciples we read about represent the Old Testament believer. The final group to be incorporated into the Church was the Old Testament believer. 

Let us look at it another way. How was the Old Testament believer saved? The bible teaches clearly that the Old Testament sacrifice system was not the answer; it was a pattern of something to come. The sacrifice system too looked forward, forward to the real sacrifice. 

In Romans 3 Paul teaches that God “overlooked the sins in the past” so that everyone is freely justified by the sacrifice of Christ. What he means is not that these past sins didn’t count but that they were “passed over/ set aside” awaiting the coming sacrifice that would pay for them and overcome God’s wrath at them. In one sense, even God was looking forward 
As Peter said earlier in Acts “There is no other name given under heaven by which we must be saved” 

Everyone, Jew, Samaritan, Gentile and now Old Testament believer is saved the same way. By the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

That is what that little episode is about: the incorporation of the Old Testament believer into the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. No more looking forward to Salvation
No more looking forward to Salvation
But I want us to notice something else here. The involvement of the Holy Spirit in this episode. In fact I’d like to point out that the Holy Spirit is involved in almost everything that has to do with believers. 

The Holy Spirit is intimately involved in the life of the believer

He was there in the beginning: The front of today’s service sheet has a verse from Genesis 1 about the Holy Spirit hovering over the waters. – <<read it>>  Giving light is one of the jobs of the Holy Spirit
Throughout the Old Testament the Holy Spirit empowered kings and priests, prophets and leaders and He also oversaw the writing and preservation of the scriptures – “men spoke as they were carried along by the Spirit”

In Acts 2 we see the fulfilment of one of those Old Testament prophets as The Holy Spirit is poured out upon all people at the beginning of the age of the Church

Throughout Acts it is the leading and guiding of the Holy Spirit which is emphasized as empowering the actions and preaching of the apostles and indeed all the actions of God’s people

His job in this age is, among other things, to be the Comforter of God’s people and to apply salvation to us in all the ways that are needful.  Sometimes to convict us of our sins, at other times to comfort us when we are ill or worried and always to proclaim to us the wonders of the Lord Jesus Christ. He still gives light
In times to come, at the end of the age it is The Holy Spirit who is involved in the finalising of our salvation. The Church is clearly depicted as the Bride of Christ and the bible ends with the great cry of the goal of our salvation “The Spirit and the Bride say ‘Come’” 
The Holy Spirit is intimately involved in the life of the believer

Our experience of the Holy Spirit can be, but may not be, some dramatic charismatic experience, tongues of fire and prophesying and speaking in languages we don’t know. 
It is more likely that He hovers over us as He hovered over the waters and brings light to our hearts and minds. 

What we do experience – not “should” experience, there are no ‘musts’ that have to be obeyed here, but what we do in fact experience – is His presence in our lives reminding us of Jesus, expanding our conscience when need be, comforting and granting us peace in times of difficulty, empowering us to do what he wants us to do and to avoid the tests of temptation. And always, always, He speaks to us about Jesus.

As we approach the Lord’s Supper in which the Holy Spirit speaks to us not only through the word but into our hearts in a mystery that we do not fully understand let us sing the hymn that I chose to be a response to Doug’s sermon
