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Chapter 9:
But I am allowed to eat


In chap 8 we ended with a conclusion that what we know does not totally define what we do… what we do is always to be defined by how it affects our brothers and sisters in Christ: so we read: 

1Co 8:9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling block to the weak. 

And the chapter ends with 

1Co 8:13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother or sister to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause them to fall. 

As Doug said last week… the mark of the Christian is the love of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Although theology does matter: Getting it right matters: for to be a Christian is based on God’s truth, and not on our varied ideas; nevertheless the Mark of the Christian as the world is to see us is not correct theology because that doesn’t matter to them – as Paul as already said in this letter, outsiders aren’t capable of understanding true theology. What we have to show the world is how we love each other. 
Loving each other is loving Jesus /\ loving Jesus is expressed in our loving each other
Now we come to chapter 9: Chapter 9 does not introduce a new subject: This letter is dealing with the Corinthian misunderstandings: 
· the early part of the letters has been dealing with their false ideas about power and leadership; 
· then Paul went on to deal with their misunderstandings about sexual appetites;
· and now Paul is dealing with their misunderstandings about food. He started in Chapter 8 talking about food sacrificed to idols and goes on through to The Lord’s supper in chapter 11

This is not a new section, merely a continuation from chap 8, and despite what many commentators have said, I do not consider that the main intention is a defence of Paul’s apostleship; it is not a defence of his apostleship  - it is about choices – sacrificial choices
Of course – self-sacrificial love – is not a new idea either; we have seen Paul say things like it earlier

1Co 6:7 The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated?
1Co 6:12 “I have the right to do anything,” —but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do anything”—but I will not be mastered by anything
So now to Chap 9: – As a human being I have rights. As an apostle I have rights - these are my rights, but I haven’t necessarily made use of them - this I haven’t used, that I have taken.
In other words, I have rights and it is a sacrifice not to use them/ I choose not to use them but they are a right/ it is my choice, not yours / it is my sacrifice not yours.
We ended last time with “If it causes a Christian brother to stumble I will not ever eat meat again” – and Paul goes on to say in this chapter– “but I do have the right to eat… the choices are mine not yours. Imposing your will on me is not correct either.”
<illustration – drinking wine. As a young Christian I experienced so many older mature Christians acting offended with me because I like the odd glass of wine. They were rarely saying “think about the effects your example would have on others – eg an alcoholic” – to say it that way would be in agreement with Paul in Chapter 8 and would cause me to consider my ways. I am not talking about that reason. I am talking about those who condemned me because in their eyes it is wrong to drink alcohol. People who condemned me because they are offended. – nearly always they were stronger Christians than I was and it was not a case of causing them to stumble in their faith but in their self righteousness – often it was an offence against their culture, not their service of the Lord. 
It is exactly that kind of response that Paul is addressing here. If I choose to give up something that is mine by right then that is my choice and you cannot impose it on me – I choose not to eat lest I cause a brother to stumble – but,  as my title says “But, I do have the right to eat”>
The issue is again the Corinthian’s misunderstandings and arrogance. Paul wants to make sure that they do not do what those people I was talking about were trying to do to me – to use scripture to justify their own prejudices. Paul wants to make sure that the Corinthians do understand what he has just said to them in this letter. Exercise your choices about what you eat in the light of your brothers and sisters in the faith.
So first the reason for making these points to them – 
v1-2: I am an apostle – more I am your apostle – I am an apostle not even you can deny that for you are my seal
Seal (σφραγίς) the word has the idea of a fencing-in or protecting-from misappropriation (the Romans sealed Christ’s tomb to prevent any hanky-panky with the body) and then by implication the stamp impressed (as a mark of privacy, or genuineness), literally or figuratively: a seal, my personal mark on the wax, my trademark stamped into the leather. Paul is saying that the Corinthian Christians are the mark, the test of genuine-ness of his apostleship
In Rom_4:11 Abraham received the sign and seal of circumcision; see on Joh_3:33 whoever receives (Jesus) testimony sets his seal that God is true; see on Rev_22:10 Do not seal up (that is shut up) this book – the time is near.

v3. Clearly there are those who would judge him (4:3) but…here in v 4-6 is the defence – I have rights
v 4-6  In the Greek we have to take note of strong form of the negative questions – they are aske with a double negative and  these questions expect an affirmative answer. <not “can’t I eat and drink?” but “is it that I can I not ever eat and drink?”  – the point is that the answer is obviously “Yes! I can eat and drink: very definitely this is a right that I have”
so:

· v4- the right to eat and drink – Yes, I do have the right to eat and drink
· v5 the right to marry – Yes, I do have the right to marry and take my wife with me (as do other apostles, the brothers of the Lord - became faithful followers - and Peter -John 7:5 – Acts 1:14 and 1 Cor 15:17)
· v6-7 Yes I do have the right not to have to work to earn my bread  = I do have the right to live off one’s labours (– but Barnabas? – no record that he had ever been to Corinth – so this is just a similar example of someone else not talking his rights)

I do have the right not to have to work = I do have the right to live off my labours … but… my labour, my work, is the gospel, it is my right to be fed by this work of mine… just because my work is what you might call “spiritual” does not mean that I only have spiritual payment: A soldier doesn’t eat his spear, a worker in the vineyard needs more that grapes to  live on and a shepherd doesn’t only eat mutton. In all these case the wages they earn enable the person to buy the food that they need.
Feeds (ποιμαίνει) See on 1Pe_5:2. Bengel remarks: “The minister of the gospel is beautifully compared with the soldier, the worker in the vineyard, and the shepherd.” He goes forth to contend with the world, to plant churches, and like a shepherd he labours to exercise pastoral care over these churches. And the principal applies: he should be fed from that labour; it is a right that a minister has – to be paid materially for his spiritual work
Paul continues this argument:
v8 Do I speak as a mere man? – this time the form of the question expects ‘no’  - no I do not speak as a mere man

 – why do you think he suddenly appeals to Scripture? This is a culture with a pagan background, not a Jewish background  
This is an appeal to absolutes not to cultural relatives – an appeal to something written centuries earlier (1400 BC – it comes from Deuteronomy 25)

The law also says ‘do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the corn’ 
In Deuteronomy (25:4) this verse is in not in a section about caring for animals but in a section all about human relationships … Paul is merely pointing out what it means there in Deuteronomy as well as here in his own argument. 
Hence his question in v9 ‘is it for oxen God cares?’ again in a form expecting ‘no’ as the answer. Of  course God cares for everything in His creation – the question implies ‘is there not more to it than that?’ === Yes there is
v10: Does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the ploughman should plough in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop

so to v 11. I have worked in spiritual things among you therefore I can expect it that you look after me physically and materially … not that I am taking it from you --- 
Here we come back to the main theme – I have rights but I (not you) choose whether to exercise them – this is my choice: that I do not seek to be looked after by you even though it is a right… we know from Acts that he made tents when he was in Corinth – he provided for his own food so as not to charge them. To them the gospel was given freely.
He then carries on the argument – as we read in our Old Testament reading 

v13-14 – priests everywhere share in the material aspects of the sacrifices – Christians too 

Here; (and in 1 Tim 5:18) he actually quotes Christ on this – probably Luke 10:7 – thus making Christ’s words scripture “The labourer is worthy of his hire”
v15: NB = don’t get me wrong, I am not using some emotional sledgehammer to demand my rights – exactly the opposite; this is my choice this is my sacrifice - I still don’t want these rights from you – I am making the point that you owe them to me. They are mine of right but I am choosing not to take them
And now, lest you think of them as a reward – they aren’t, they are a right
v16-19 – three principles
· Principle 1 – I must preach (duty of necessity laid upon me) merely doing a duty is not to receive a reward 
<< illustration of the unprofitable servant “when we have done all that we should do we are still merely unprofitable servants have merely done our duty (Luke 17:10))

· Principle 2: rights are not rewards. and being paid to do it is not to receive a reward for doing it
· Principle 3: I do have a reward – the right to boast in those who are my seal (the converted Corinthians and anyone who has heard a free gospel) and to share in their glory

So… move on to how Paul exercises his rights – not merely the love of the Corinthians, not merely the love of brothers and sisters in the Lord - which is the mark of the Christian - but the love of all – anyone he can preach to, anyone he can win to Christ – that is his reward – but it is personally costly.  We are back in the choices - to exercise choices by engaging in self-sacrifices 
v19 -23 Paul is free from all men (objectively), he depends on no one for anything (but ==  I am a servant to all and I am enslaved to the Law of Christ)
but: the key as to how to understand the remainder of this chapter which seems a bit OTT (over the top) is that Paul is passionate: Passionate first of all about Christ himself and secondly passionate about his calling to be a mssionary and stewarsdship of the gospel and thirdly passionate about people
· So remember this as we quickly look at these verses to the end of the chapter – Paul is passionate – like a person in love:

· Jews first – (as always) – I bound myself (unnecessarily) to their Law (Pagans understood that much about al Jews) – 
· then to those ‘outside’ the Law – Greeks – means “you don’t have to subscribe to Moses – but as Christians you, like me, are under the Law of Christ”
· the weak (infirm/feeble, impotent) (back to chap 8 and Paul’s refusal to eat meat) (‘win’ here is actually ‘gain’ === which means ‘keep and not lose’)

· three fold all: All things to all men so that by all means I can save () some

· v 23: All for the sake of the gospel

v 24ff – race and boxing image (this is often translated as shadow boxing but it is much more than that – it isn’t really a race image either it is also far more than that – this is really hard work and requires all my effort)

I am passionate about all this: I keep under, in strict training:  (υπωπιάζω)

 “shadow boxing” and “aimlessly beating the air” is feeble translation, and missing the metaphor. The word means to strike under the eye; to give one a black eye. It occurs elsewhere in the New Testament but once, Luk_18:5 (the persistent widow). I buffet myself. The blow of the trained boxer was the more formidable from the use of the cestus, consisting of ox-hide bands covered with knots and nails, and loaded with lead and iron. 

Why? To bring my body into subjection (δουλαγωγω) bring in into bondage. The metaphor is of captives after battle. 
Having preached (κηρύξας)

Lest I myself become a castaway (αδόκιμος)  (disqualified is OK, but again somewhat weak  see on Rom_1:28. (God gave them over) Better, rejected, as unworthy of the prize.

The issue that Paul finishes with reiterates and expands the main theme of this passage – I have rights but how and whether I use them is my choice, not yours. 
The point is that not only do we have rights but we have to learn to use them properly – hence the training image – and the reminder of both the rewards and the possibility of failure. 

But the main point is that these are our choices. WE choose to act in this way.

Just as an example – - - - looking ahead for a moment to the Lord’s supper passage in chapter 11… Paul teaches that it is necessary for a church that we ‘fence the table’ - to make sure that those who take part in the Lord’s Supper do understand and do believe in the death and resurrection of the Lord. But we invite everyone who believes; we don’t exclude anyone. What Paul says there in chapter 11 is that people should examine themselves and goes on to say if we judged ourselves truly we would not be judged.

The Christian Life is a series of choices, not a series of ‘must-do’s: 
The Mark of the Christian is how he or she exercises their choices
So… this is a wonderful passage on Christian Freedoms 

This is very exciting. God doesn’t tie us down with rules and laws – we are not subject to rules made up by men as say with Judiaism or Islam but God gives us enormous freedoms to choose between this and that. 
God doesn’t tie us down with laws and must do’s and ‘thou shall not do’s and nor should others lay down such rules based on their own ideas, prejudices and misunderstandings. These are for us to choose
So… this is a wonderful passage on Christian Freedoms 

<< illustration: Here is a quote from a wonderful book on Marriage "To be married...is to be faced, day in and day out, with the necessity of making over and over again, and at deeper and deeper levels, that same terrifyingly momentous and impossible decision that one could never have made without being head over heels in love and out of one's mind with trust and faith. This is not resignation to a fate, but the free and spontaneous embracing of a gift, a challenge, and a destiny." That is Mike Mason “The mystery of Marriage” p.72
Choices again, choices we have to make: anyone who has done a bible study on  marriage  has found that there are very few real rules that one can push out onto people and command people to do. Marriage is a choice – no - marriage is a continuing set of choices, day after day as two people choose to obey the one commandment that we are given “to love one another” 

– this is to be our set of conscious choices as we try to show the world that we belong to Jesus – that we obey that one commandment “to love one another”
So what there are in the bible is teachings on attitudes –which we can choose to follow - if we follow them – as our individual choices - then what we know of as the Christian virtues, love, forgiveness, even temper, self control etc … these things follow and become part of our lives and our ability to express our love of each other in marriage and our love of our brothers and sisters in Christ is enhanced and paints a wonderful picture to the world “They will know that you are my disciples as you love one another” 
– Of course to do this in our own strength is impossible: these things can not be done by us alone - but the Holy Spirit working within us enables us. 
Walk in step with the Spirit says Paul in another letter and what happens is that we become God’s people, people who have love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  gentleness, self-control; These are the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) and against such there is no law, no must-dos. No ‘thou shall not do’s - just freedom
<Prayer>

· Lord, help us to embrace this wonderful freedom that we have been given
· Lord, help us to make those choices each moment that demonstrate our love for you and our love for each other

· Lord, help us be being your people to each other and before the watching world

· Lord, we cannot do this by ourselves, give us all the help we need; from each other; and most of all from your Holy Spirit

· Father God, we ask this in the name of your dear Son, our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ









John Barrs, July 2012
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